




BOOKS BY THE OSBORNS

BELIEVERS IN ACTION—Apostolic–Rejuvenating

BIBLICAL HEALING—Seven Miracle Keys
4 Visions–Over 60 years of Proof

CHAOS OF MIRACLES
Christ's Historic & Supernatural Visitation to the DRC

FIVE CHOICES FOR WOMEN WHO WIN
21st Century Options

GIVE THANKS—Reflections on Christ's Redemption

GOD'S BIG PICTURE—An Impelling Gospel Classic

GOD'S LIFE IN YOU—52 Facts
Discover God's Purpose in You

GOD'S LOVE PLAN—The Awesome Discovery

HEALING THE SICK—A Living Classic

JESUS & WOMEN—Big Questions Answered

JESUS IS TOUCHING SOSHANGUVE
God's Love Revealed in South Africa



LIFE—TRIUMPH OVER TRAGEDY (WHY)
A True Story of Life After Death

MIRACLES-PROOF of God's Love

NEW LIFE FOR WOMEN—Reality Refocused

NEW MIRACLE LIFE NOW
A Global Communiqué of The Christian Faith

OUR WITNESS—Proof of the Resurrection

PEACE IS A LIFESTYLE—Truths for Crisis Times

SOULWINNING—Outside The Sanctuary
A Classic on Biblical Christianity & Human Dignity

THE BEST OF LIFE—Seven Energizing Dynamics

THE GOOD LIFE—A Mini-Bible School–1,519 Ref.

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO T.L. & DAISY
Their Life & World Ministry–510 pg. Pictorial

THE MESSAGE THAT WORKS
T.L.'s Revealing Manifesto on Biblical Faith

THE POWER OF POSITIVE DESIRE
An Invigorating Faith Perspective

THE WOMAN BELIEVER—Awareness of God's Design



UNKNOWN BUT NOT FORGOTTEN
The Gospel Reaches Parakou, Benin

WOMAN WITHOUT LIMITS
Unmuzzled—Unfettered—Unimpeded

WOMEN & SELF-ESTEEM—Divine Royalty Unrestrained

YOU ARE GOD'S BEST—Transforming Life Discoveries



 

USA HQ:
OSBORN MINISTRIES, INT'L

P.O. Box 10, Tulsa, OK 74102 USA

T.L. & Daisy Osborn,
Co-Founders

LaDonna C. Osborn,
President and CEO

Tel: 918/743-6231

Fax: 918/749-0339 E-Mail: ministry@osborn.org

www.osborn.org

Canada: Box 281 STN ADELAIDE, Toronto ON M5C 2J4
England: Box 148, Birmingham B3 2LG

mailto:ministry@osborn.org
http://www.osborn.org


(A Registered Charity)



 

BIBLE QUOTATIONS IN THIS BOOK MAY BE
PERSONALIZED, PARAPHRASED, ABRIDGED OR CONFORMED TO THE
PERSON AND TENSE OF THEIR CONTEXT IN ORDER TO FOSTER

CLARITY AND INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION. VARIOUS LANGUAGE

TRANSLATIONS AND VERSIONS HAVE BEEN CONSIDERED. BIBLICAL
REFERENCES ENABLE THE READER TO COMPARE THE PASSAGES

WITH HIS OR HER OWN BIBLE.

The Author

ISBN 978-1-60683-990-4
Copyright 2008 by LaDonna C. Osborn

Printed in USA 2008-05

Published by: Harrison House Publishers, Tulsa, OK, 74145
All Rights Reserved



CONTENTS

BOOKS BY THE OSBORNS
FOREWORD
INTRODUCTION

PART I
JESUS REVEALED IN WOMEN

1 God’s Big Idea
2 God Alive In Women Too
3 The Marked Woman
4 Our Mission To Millions

PART II
YOUR CHOICE POWER

5 A Dreamer — An Achiever
6 Choosing To Be Positive
7 Transcending Cultural Roles
8 5 Questions For Women In God’s Plan

PART III
MY POSITIVE CHOICE

9 My Options As A Woman
10 Early Choices Of Destiny
11 Major Decision



12 Triumphant Decades

PART IV
THE DIVINE SPARK

13 The Cost Of Negating God’s Word
14 Women And Christ’s Victory
15 New Lifestyle For The Woman Believer
16 Equality In God’s Plan
17 Let The Light Turn On
18 Fantastic Facts
19 Open Door To God’s Best
20 Power To Change Things

PART V
MATERIAL BLESSINGS FOR WOMEN

21 The Jesus Woman In Today’s World
22 Women Partners With God
23 God’s Return Is Abundant
24 God’s Word– God’s Miracles For Women
25 Promises For Prosperity

PART VI
IF I WERE A WOMAN

26 The Redeemed Woman
27 Making Of The Woman Believer
28 The Woman Pacesetter



29 The Spirit Filled Woman
30 The Commissioned Woman
31 The Issue Of Equality
32 The New Generation
33 Limitations Or Freedom
34 The Woman I Would Be

PART VII
CONFESSIONS FOR WOMEN

35 Word Power For Women

PART VIII
A WOMAN'S BIRTHRIGHT

36 A Woman’s Power To Win
37 Facts Of A Woman’s Birthright
38 This Is Your Heritage
39 Your Invincible Partner
40 Christ Your Victory

PART IX
THE LOVE IDEA FOR WOMEN

41 How God Values Women
42 Transforming Power
43 The Love Idea For France
44 Life And Love For Women
45 Love For Our World



46 Love’s Miracle Life

THE MISSION OF CHRISTIANITY
Global Publisher



Dedicated

TO OUR DAUGHTER LaDonna and to her family, who have
brought us so much joy, portraying in her life and pastoral
ministry a living example and an exceptional role model of THE
WOMAN BELIEVER. She has accepted the challenge and the
opportunity of carrying the seeds of Biblical truth, enlightening
her ever-expanding world of Christian ministry and of influence
as a Biblical woman.

As CEO of Osborn Ministries, Int’l., established in 1949, Dr.
LaDonna carries the gospel torch into new frontiers. This
impels her to the remote corners of the earth where she
preaches and teaches with clarity, boldness, and miracle
confirmation.





FOREWORD

WHEN I WAS A GIRL in a small church in Los Banos,
California, a woman missionary from India dressed me in
oriental attire and talked to me about committing my life as a
missionary.

I am one of eleven children. My mother and one sister were
tragically killed when I was only eight years old. I became a
ward of the state and was fortunately placed under the
guardianship of my oldest sister who raised me in a devoted
Christian home.

My dream was to follow Christ and to become financially
independent. I had already applied for and had been given
employment by the leading department store in Los Banos,
before I graduated from high school.

Then T.L. Osborn came along and we responded to each
others signals. We fell in love, were married and entered full
time ministry.

By the time I was 19 years old, I was co-pastor with T.L. of a
new church in Portland, Oregon. When I was 20, we sailed for
India. Our mission was not successful so we returned to the
USA after only ten months.

That experience precipitated a crucial epoch in our lives as
the Lord began to reveal Himself and to guide us into new
beginnings.



Christ’s Appearance

I persevered in my search for guidance to fulfill God’s call
upon my life. I experienced an awesome and miraculous
visitation by Jesus Christ.

On the heels of that extraordinary encounter, I was given a
shocking vision in which I was shown the female part of the
body of Christ. It was personified by a single female figure—
clean but destitute, alone and unattended, waiting alongside
the roadway of life.

To my astonishment, that lonely and despairing woman cried
out to me for help, for hope, for healing, for human dignity and
for restoration in the functional body of Christ.

My Search Began

I began my spiritual search for God’s woman, THE WOMAN
BELIEVER—not for the Chinese or African or European or
Asian or American woman. In our ministry around the world, I
had observed all of these in life—all affected by varying
cultures and differing national or religious customs. But my
passionate search was for the woman whom God had created in
His own image—His ideal for womanhood.

My search led me through the demoralizing labyrinth of
cultures, of traditions and even of Judeo-Christian customs
and theology, all of which have historically combined to
circumscribe womankind within the limits of a second-class



citizenry and of a subordinated personhood.

I never stopped in my penetrating search about womankind
until I had laid a solid, biblical foundation for helping women to
discover conclusively that there is total salvation, divine
dignity, quality self-esteem and unlimited ministry for women in
the body of Christ on exactly the same redemptive basis as
there is for men.

To share these vital discoveries, we have published this
book, THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

Ministry to Millions

Around the world I have taught, preached and ministered,
along with my husband, on the basis of total biblical equality.
My example has brought light and life and hope to millions of
women. There is no doubt that I have ministered to more
women, face to face, in more nations, than any woman who has
ever lived.

I believe in practical faith and in positive ministry for women
the same as for men. During more than five decades of ministry
together, my husband and I have announced the gospel to
great audiences in over 70 nations. These masses of people
have been blessed and lifted by the teachings of Christ.

Heads of State, tribal kings, provincial commissioners,
governors and national leaders have consistently numbered
among our intimate friends.

My life’s passion has been to help women and girls—and



people worldwide, to discover their individual dignity, their
identity, their destiny, and their equality in God’s redemptive
plan.

It is my hope that THE WOMAN BELIEVER will help bring
about that noble discovery wherever these chapters are read or
taught.

Inclusive Language

Because this book is written to encourage women to see
themselves in the scriptures, I have adapted Bible quotations
so that they speak personally to THE WOMAN BELIEVER today.

Christ’s promises are for female believers the same as they
are for male believers. Therefore, a woman should read John
14:12 like this: She who believes in Me, the works that I do she
will do also; and greater works than these she will do,
because I go to My Father.

It is vital that women read the scriptures this way since the
purpose of the Bible is to speak God’s message directly to the
reader.

The literary style of English is traditionally masculinized—
including the Bible. The neuter gender always becomes
masculine. However we are taught to “understand” that both
genders are assumed to be included. But scholars agree that
this presumption is no longer apropos.

To correct this literary insensibility to the female populace,
prominent writers, media journalists and editors have adopted



inclusive language because the academic and professional
world has recognized the lingual inequity that has persisted.

For example, the biblical Greek word anthropos, which has
been translated man, usually means: Human being without
distinction of gender. Human individual. Every person. All
people. Humans, distinct from animals, angels or God.

This English word man has been used hundreds of times in
the English Bible to translate Hebrew and Greek words which
clearly mean both men and women, such as ish—individual,
adam—human being, enosh—a mortal, anthropos—a human
being, tis—someone, and numerous other words.

The Greek words adelphos and adelphoi, which have been
translated into English as brother or brethren, are words that
have been used scores of times where they clearly refer to both
genders. The accurate equivalent in English is co-believers, or
Christians, or all believers; both male and female.

Paul uses the term, adelphos, 130 times and it appears in the
Acts over 80 times in which it means the sisters as well as the
brothers.

Male-Female Language Bias

Nothing is more demeaning to human dignity than to be
ignored. Women are generally disregarded in language by
writers and by speakers— unless specifically referred to,
whereas man and mankind are over-used terms in most
vocabularies.



The literary world has faced this issue, adopting inclusive
language that recognizes the dignity of female personhood.
Christians should adopt these lingual patterns. All of our
writings are published in inclusive language, as is THE WOMAN
BELIEVER.

It is vitally important that women believers include
themselves in the Bible. Masculinized language which is
“intended” to mean both genders, needs to be revised in
today’s Christian world to make sure that inclusive terminology
is used.

It has become passé for authors, journalists, editors or
speakers to say man or mankind when they mean people of
both genders.

A very unscholarly and untactful habit prevails amidst
Christian writers and speakers alike. The word man is used
almost consistently when a wide selection of other words
could be used which would not only express the idea better,
but would avoid monotony.

Rather than overtaxing the word man, one might say: People,
humanity, humankind, persons, society, public, populace, men
and women, mortals, everyone, everybody, souls, individuals,
the world, human beings, inhabitants, human family, human
race, folks, human community, etc.

It is curious to hear women speakers referring to people or to
their present audience as man or mankind, even when
speaking to an all-female assemblage.



It is no longer suitable in the avant-garde academic and
literary world to say man or he and expect to be understood as
including woman or she. She can no longer be ignored. The
dignity of her personhood merits recognition.

We who are Christian speakers and writers, and who know
that both women and men are created in God’s image and who,
therefore, esteem the unique value of each individual, should
be the leaders, rather than the followers in language usage, and
that is why THE WOMAN BELIEVER is presented in inclusive
language.



INTRODUCTION

EVERY WOMAN ON earth has unlimited possibilities in God.
Redemption cannot be qualified by gender any more than it can
be qualified economically, racially or socially.

Any woman or any man who becomes a new creature in
Christ can become His co-worker and representative on any
level of private or public ministry to which she or he feels led or
called or inspired by Him to serve.

Women themselves, are the only persons who can limit
Christ at work in their lives.

THE WOMAN BELIEVER is a woman who is created in God’s
image. Then she has been redeemed and reborn by His grace.
She needs never permit sermonizers, ecclesiastics, doctrinaires,
church traditions or social culture to negate her worth, to
prevent her fulfillment, to impede her creativity, to stunt her
objectives or to deprecate her standing as a redeemed daughter
in God’s royal family or as a qualified witness of Christ or as
His representative and co-worker.

No believing woman needs to heed dictums or
pronouncements made in the name of God, of the church, or of
tradition, by clergymen who presume superiority over
womankind by relegating them to a subordinate status in life
and in the church.

These statements may controvert traditional theology. Often



there is a super sensitivity to any logic that encourages women
toward equality in public ministry. Reaction is sometimes
spontaneous: Should not women be silent in the church? Is it
not forbidden for them to teach? Are they not to be in
submission to men? Etc.

Theological Manipulation

The male clergy has, through misconstruance of a few
statements by Paul and Peter, greatly limited the international
spread of the gospel by restraining and by impeding women
believers from public ministry.

Scriptures taken out of their cultural context, and tarnished
with tradition, have been contrived to demean and to repress
the status of womanhood and her participation in public
Christian ministry.

The normal criteria of human reasoning, of cultural rationale,
of redemptive logistics, of historic synthesis, or of scientific or
academic analysis would, if applied as in any other academic
research, give intelligent balance to these few scriptures which
have been traditionally so malconstrued. Without this
scholarly rationale, the resulting prejudicial conclusions about
women contradict the very principles of Christ’s redemptive
work which were revealed to and expounded by Paul.

Ordinary standards of scholastic enquiry have often been
superseded by a kind of obfuscated supposition about
women’s role in life and in the church.



I have written this introduction hoping to motivate open-
mindedness to redemptive truths which are presented in THE
WOMAN BELIEVER.

If female readers can approach these chapters without the
theological presumption that women are second-class
Christians or that they are not qualified for public ministry, then
God’s spirit and His word can have the same freedom in their
lives as in the lives of men believers.

Medieval Customs for Modern Culture?

In all of the New Testament there are only six cloistered
notes of counsel in which Paul and Peter advised the new
churches about women believers. These statements concerned
their manner of dress, their hair styles, their adornment, their
integration into the new Christian lifestyle and worship, their
restrictions concerning learning and teaching, and their marital
relationships.

Most of these verses address cultural particulars of a
medieval epoch, and should never be construed as cultural
universals.

These instructions were given to people of Biblical Middle
Eastern societies and are impractical and inapplicable to women
of modern culture who are educated, capable and experienced
in every social, political, scientific, economic, professional and
religious sphere of human life in this century.

The traditional patriarchal church has insisted on extracting



these few episodic remarks concerning women who lived under
the customs, rules and civic laws of ancient cultures, and has
imperiously decreed them as dogmas for all women at all times.
Societal rules applicable to that era have been turned into
modern day anomalies.

Those guidelines for women of that epoch are not fixed
standards for THE WOMAN BELIEVER of this century. Rather,
they must be equated to the primitive and ofttimes pagan
lifestyles and cultures of the epoch in which they were given.

A principal motive for these apostolic guidelines concerning
women was to encourage obedience to civic laws.

Legal statutes of that epoch usually mandated that a wife
was owned by her husband. But is that the legal status of a
wife in developed nations? It was not even so among some of
the societies where new converts were living then.

Roman law gave a man absolute control over his household
and indisputable ownership of the family estate. Its codes and
dictums legally restricted a woman to a subordinate role in the
home and to unequivocal submission to her husband. But are
these statutory laws incumbent upon women in progressive
nations today?

Gentile Rules vs. Roman Laws

Among the varied societies, races, clans and communities
which comprised the Roman Empire, some were even
matriarchal. Many societal and cultural rules and gentile



customs gave women varying degrees of legal authority, of
property rights, of family jurisdiction and of economic
prerogative and management initiative that were contradictory
or even hostile to Roman laws.

In order to minimize the conflict between these gentile
cultural family traditions and prevailing civic marital laws, Paul
advised gentile converts to conform their family habits and
marital relationships to the standards enforceable by Roman
law—such as a husband’s legal authority to demand the
submission of his wife, and such as societal rules prohibiting
women from any posture which might suggest authority—
especially over a man, and which scrupulously dictated
approved standards of dress, adornment and hair styles.

New gentile converts were urged to adapt their family
lifestyles—and especially the dress and the conduct of women,
to enforceable Roman laws and to community standards, not
only to promote communal harmony, but more importantly, to
avoid the suspicion and arrest of women believers by ruthless
legal magistrates, army captains and soldiers who were under
orders from Nero to obstruct, by every means possible, the
spread of this vexatious “Jesus” cult.

Capturing, imprisoning, torturing and killing Christian
women was Emperor Nero’s most effective scheme to inhibit
this spreading sect.

This is why Paul urged restraint on women from any public
exposure which might appear immoderate or out of the
ordinary, and which could thereby endanger their lives—such



as when he told Timothy to not let women teach or show
authority, but to be in silence and to adorn themselves
modestly,1Tim.2:9-12 and such as when he urged the Colossian
women to submit to their husbands.Col.3:18 It was very
important that they respect Roman laws and that they conform
their lives accordingly.

But are these menacing political conditions and civic laws
which early believers lived under, applicable to Christian
believers in free, progressive societies today? Should those
restraints be imposed upon educated women believers in this
epoch?

Medieval Customs for Men

Scriptures concerning the cultural practices of men in Bible
times are considered irrelevant or inappropriate to believing
men today—unless they happen to coincide with current male
customs and practices. The same logistics apply to today’s
female world.

To restrict educated, professional, modern women to inferior
roles of silence and submission in church ministry among
politically free, modern societies today, gives the impression
that the Bible is a repressive and obsolete book for women.

To impose outdated restraints upon modern women is no
different than the practice of cloistered holiness movements
that dictate the use of horses and buggies because they reject
electronic and mechanical progress.



Biblical standards for women usually correspond to similar
principles for men. Why have these patterns concerning
women been imposed as binding for all time while instructions
concerning men are understood to relate only to the epoch in
which they were expressed?

Archaic Inequities

THE WOMAN BELIEVER in today’s world understands the
irrelevancy of these ancient restraints upon her life in modern
society. She can no longer allow herself to be manacled or
muzzled by religious maxims which are passé in every other
sector of contemporary society.

Present-day church traditions do not usually impose upon
modern women the dress and hair styles advocated in 1
Timothy 2:9-12 and l Peter 3:1-6, nor the head-covering of 1
Corinthians 11:3-6 which bore great significance in that
primitive culture. Prostitutes went about with uncovered heads,
but the Christian woman’s head-covering distinguished her
from the promiscuous female.

The admonitions of Paul and of Peter which were appropriate
to their societal and political structures are not applicable for
today’s culture. They were urging obedience to enforceable
civic laws and to prevailing customs. But those factors have
changed in today’s world.

The headship of man and the mutual submission of
husbands and wives, emphasized to the young converts from



those pagan cultures1Cor.11:3-6; Eph.5:21-25, were carefully
compared with how Christ relates to His church—as its source
and in sacrificial love. These remarks were never intended to
sequester women in marital situations of indignity, disrespect,
disloyalty or physical abuse. Christ never relates to His church
in such ways.

Apostolic Epoch vs. Today’s Society

It is logical that, in the light of their civil and political climate,
women in the first century were well advised to be silent in
public worship and not to teach. The Christian-hating emperor,
Nero, notoriously captured women believers, exploited them,
and publicly tortured and killed them in order to obstruct the
spread of the new “Christian” cult. Women needed to exercise
extreme caution in public, in order to avoid vengeful arrest.
Female believers were taken into custody on the basis of bare
suspicion. They were the emperor’s choice target for bringing
shame, fear and punishment upon the despised “Christian”
sect.

But as I said before, such an antagonistic environment does
not menace THE WOMAN BELIEVER in progressive societies
today.

Many cultural influences, rules and laws affected early
Christian households, business patterns and forms of worship.
Though not detailed in the Biblical text, scholars are well aware
that apostolic instructions about women and households must
be weighed and balanced in the light of Hebrew and Gentile



practices, religious rules and civil laws of that epoch.

How unfair to pluck a few remarks made by Paul or Peter
about women in primitive cultures, and to manipulate them in
order to silence, subjugate, sequester, stifle, suppress and
subordinate over half of the body of Christ, limiting them in
their ministries as His witnesses. Such obvious bias can no
longer be tolerated by the thinking Christian of this epoch.

Numerous other aspects of medieval culture and tradition
bear upon the Pauline admonitions concerning women. His
words are not to be lifted out of their cultural context and used
to impose outdated restraints upon THE WOMAN BELIEVER of
this century.

I have written this introduction in the hope that these
observations will encourage believing women to allow Christ
and His word to have full expression through their lives,
actually becoming all that God has had in mind for [them] to
be.Rom.5:2LB

—T.L. Osborn



PART I

JESUS REVEALED IN WOMEN



 

EACH WOMAN who receives Christ becomes another
expression of God in human flesh. “Christian” to a woman
means being Christ-like in the fullest possible measure.

We cannot see Christ, so we cannot express our love to Him,
but we can see people, so we can do to them what we would like
to do to Christ if we could see Him.

When a dead baby was thrust into my arms by a frantic
mother, Jesus in me was moved with compassion and a miracle
resulted. Never underestimate what the Lord will do through
you as you discover Jesus revealed in you.

Serving Jesus is serving people.
Loving God is loving people.
Exalting the Lord is lifting people.
Touching Christ is touching people.

You mark yourself as a special woman of God and as His
partner in lifting and in blessing humanity when you make the
vital discovery of recognizing and of identifying Jesus at work
in and through you. In that way you truly discover THE
WOMAN BELIEVER.





CHAPTER 1

GOD’S BIG IDEA

GOD CAME TO this world in the form of a human person—
Jesus Christ. He came to reveal Himself to women and to men
alike.

Religion had distorted the concept of what God was like. So
He revealed Himself in human form in order that people could
understand Him and relate to Him as a living reality in their own
lives.

People touched God when they touched Christ. They saw
God when they saw Jesus. He said: The one who has seen Me
has seen the Father. Jn.14:9

The big idea which Jesus brought to this world— the idea
which totally upset the religious system of His day, was
identifying Himself with God as His Father, and Himself as
God’s child.

Religion was so unprepared for this concept that the
theological hierarchy never stopped until they succeeded in
having Jesus crucified as a heretic and an impostor. Their
railing accusation: He said that God was His FATHER, making
Himself equal with God. Jn.5:18

They did not realize that God’s idea from the beginning was
to reproduce Himself in human form—both male and female, as



His own offspring.

God in Human Form

In the beginning, when God created the first human person,
He breathed His divine breath of life into that form of clay, and
it became a living soul—in the image and in the likeness of
God. God reproduced Himself in human flesh.

But Adam and Eve were seduced by Satan, God’s enemy. As
a result they denied the word of God and His integrity. God,
who is love, could not overlook this lack of trust. His plan to
have them as His friends and partners was thwarted by the
deceit of Satan. The soul who sins shall die.Eze.18:4,20

Adam and Eve sinned and therefore had to be separated
from God. The process of degeneration so affected human
history that people lost the concept of God as their Father and
of themselves as His offspring. But God never gave up on His
big idea.

To restore this relationship, God sent Jesus, His Son, in
human flesh, to redemonstrate His original concept—to reveal
what He is like. The life of Jesus revealed to us what God’s
dream is like for every woman and for every man.

But since sin had separated us from God, we had to be
redeemed from our sins, and restored to God before He could
live in us and express Himself through us as He had planned.
That is why Christ assumed our guilt and suffered all the
penalty of judgment for our sins, so that we could be redeemed



to God as though no sin had ever been committed.

Christ was without sin.Heb.4:15 Therefore, being innocent, He
could assume our guilt and endure our punishment. He died in
our place.Isa.53:5; 2Cor.5:21; Rom. 6:8-10 His blood was shed for the
remission of our sins.

The Bible tells us that whoever believes that fact is justified
before God and is accepted by Him. Rom.5:1; 1Cor.6:11; Ac.10:35;

Eph.1:6-7

As believers, women and men have been redeemed, justified
and restored to God Rom.5:1; 6:16-18; Rev.5:9 as though no sin had
ever been committed. Col.1:22LB; 2:13-15LB By believing on
Christ, they can be re-born into God’s family Gal.4:4-7LB as His
children, and become His expressions in this world.

Since Christ has paid for our sins and has restored us to
God, He now wills to live in every person who receives Him in
her or his life by faith. He wills to express Himself to others
through women and men, without being restricted or limited or
hindered by human race, color, social status, or gender,
because all human persons are created in His image, designed
to be His expressions and His co-workers.

Each woman who receives Christ becomes another
expression of God in human flesh. “Christian” to a woman,
means being Christ-like in the fullest possible measure.

Jesus Christ does not change, nor is He limited when He
comes to live in a woman believer.





CHAPTER 2

GOD ALIVE IN WOMEN TOO

GOD’S DREAM FOR every woman on earth is to be able to live
in and through her. He created her in His own likeness—in His
own image.Gen.1:27 Each woman is the divine creation of God—
made for God to dwell in and to express Himself through. God’s
total love plan is to make it possible for any human person to
be like Jesus.

As a friend and as a partner with God in carrying out His
plan on earth, the most vital discovery for THE WOMAN
BELIEVER is to learn the life-changing facts about Jesus
revealed in women, and to realize that He now wills to do His
works through women the same as through men. Christ is no
more limited by the gender than He is by the race of His
followers today.

That is why when any woman receives Christ, all that He
does to her, He then wants to do through her. He becomes
flesh in her. By receiving Christ, she can then be a channel
through which He blesses those around her who need His
help. He functions through her as His body.

This is why our Lord told us, in Matthew 25:34-36, that He
wants us to feed the hungry, to give drink to the thirsty, to
clothe the naked and to visit the sick and the prisoners. He
underscored the fact that inasmuch as we do it to one of the



least of these, we do it to Him.v.40

Our Lord says to every woman believer whose life is
committed to Him in loving service and ministry to people:

“When I had no clothes, you gave me yours.

“When I was tired, you helped me find a place to rest.

“When I was afraid, you gave me assurance.

“When I was alone, you were my friend.

“When I was in jail, you came to my cell.

“When I was sick, you nursed me back to health.

“When I lost my job, you helped me find work.

“When I was aged, you made me feel needed.

“When I was mocked, you stood by my side.

“When I sorrowed, you shared my grief.

“When I was happy, you laughed with me.”

Jesus expresses Himself through believing women exactly
the same as He does through believing men. He is no more
limited by their gender than He is by their race.





CHAPTER 3

THE MARKED WOMAN

YOU MARK YOURSELF as a special woman of God and as
Christ’s partner in lifting and blessing people, when you make
the vital discovery of recognizing and of identifying Him,
liberated in and through you.

Mother Teresa of Calcutta, India says: “By getting in touch
with people, we find God. Because we cannot see Christ, we
cannot express our love to Him; but our neighbors we can
always see, and we can do to them what, if we saw Christ, we
would like to do to Him.

“Our works are only an expression of our love for Christ. Our
hearts need to be full of love for Him and since we have to
express that love in action, naturally then (people) are the
means of expressing our love for God.”

She adds, and I agree: “It is not the poor who are indebted to
us but we who are indebted to them. They make it possible for
us to serve God.”

I love the words of a song I heard recently:

Jesus said, when you love someone

In my Name, you’re loving Me.

Jesus said, when you touch someone



In my Name, you’re touching Me.

Jesus said, when you reach someone

In my Name, you’re reaching Me.

I have learned the priceless lesson that I am ministering to
Christ when I minister to people.

Mother With Dead Child

At a national women’s conference abroad, a mother came to
me with an unbearable hurt. Her baby daughter had died. She
shoved the little baby into my arms.

What a helpless feeling, that is—unless you identify with
Jesus in your life. You never know what you will do under any
given circumstance. But when you practice living the Jesus-
life, then you will be a Jesus-person regardless of the situation.

After reaching out, in my heart, to God for His guidance, and
with the little body held close to mine, I began to pray. I knew
the Lord wanted to show His compassion, so I rebuked death
and commanded life to come back into the child’s body, in the
name of Jesus. Then I waited as I walked back and forth,
holding the baby close to my bosom.

Suddenly I felt a quiver go through the baby’s body and I
knew its life had returned. I just held her close to me, as I
quietly walked about. Before long I was able to present the
child back to her mother, restored and completely healed.

Never underestimate what Jesus Christ will do through you



as you identify with Him at work in and through you. When
you do, you discover what real fulfillment is in life. You mark
yourself as a true Jesus-woman.

The Woman Believer in Action

Because we have Christ’s nature in us, He wills to do the
same things through us that He did when He was on this earth.
Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and
forever.Heb.13:8

Every woman has the right to choose to allow the Lord Jesus
to be the same in and through her today, as He was in Bible
days.

No literate woman believer should allow obsolete dogmas of
primitive ecclesiasticisms to limit or restrain or muzzle or silence
the Christ who lives in her.





CHAPTER 4

OUR MISSION TO MILLIONS

SERVING JESUS IS serving people. Loving God is loving
people. Exalting our Lord is lifting people. Touching Christ is
touching people.

God is Spirit. You as a woman, are His flesh, His visibility,
His touchability, His accessibility, His tangibility—His reality in
life. He is revealed in and through you as a woman believer
exactly the same as He is revealed in and through a man who is
a believer.

For over five rich decades, I have dedicated my life to reach
out to hurting, neglected, despairing, lonely, forsaken human
persons, most of whom have lived their lives without ever
having heard about salvation through Christ. God loves
people, needs them and values them so much that He gave His
Son to redeem them to Himself, so that they may become His
intimate friends and partners in life.

As a woman believer and as a follower of Christ, I have
ministered to multitudes of beautiful people, face to face, in
over 70 nations.

I have chosen to allow Christ to function in and through me
despite any disparagement or demeaning voices which might
question the validity of my position or of my achievements in
public ministry. Christ’s expression through human persons is



no more affected by one’s gender than it would be by one’s
race or color or academic or social or economic status.

There is no life so rich for a woman and no reward so
fulfilling to her as to discover the vital lesson of Jesus revealed
in women.

When a woman discovers that truth, she has learned one of
life’s most significant lessons—one which constantly keeps
her experiencing dynamic fulfillment in life. She has truly
become what I call THE WOMAN BELIEVER today.



PART II

Your Choice Power



 

GRIEF OR HAPPINESS, apprehension or confidence, delight
or discontent, action or passive submission, is a choice that
YOU make.

I say, Religion gave birth to twins:

One is called Culture;

The other is called Tradition.

These twins often keep women from becoming what God
designed them and redeemed them to be.

Choose to practice the awareness of Jesus alive in you.

You learn by teaching. You gain by giving. You reap by
sowing. You grow by sharing.

Your choice power as a woman, puts you in control of your
own destiny, and guarantees that you can become all that you
choose to let Christ become in you, THE WOMAN BELIEVER.





CHAPTER 5

A DREAMER — AN ACHIEVER

THE FOLLOWING AMANDA Bradley phrases reflect my life’s
goal and they portray the way that I live.

Lord, let me be a dreamer and let me be a doer.
Let me strive and steadily achieve.

Let me be a learner and let me be a teacher.
Let me give and graciously receive.

Let me be your follower. Let me be your friend.
Let me hear Your voice and heed Your call.

Let me know the plans you have for me.
Let me, by Your strength, fulfill them all.

To realize true fulfillment in life, you must discover your
choice power and take charge of your own life as THE WOMAN
BELIEVER that you are.

Have you ever wondered why some women are negative?
And why others are positive? Why some systematically fail?
And why others consistently succeed?

Why do some women act? Why do others only react? Why
do some depend upon the opinions of friends? Why do others
trust their own opinions?



You Are Included

In the Bible, Paul writes to women as well as to men:

Through Christ, all the kindness of God has been poured
out upon us and now He is sending us [women] out around the
world to tell all people everywhere the great things God has
done for them, so that they, too, will believe and obey
Him.Rom.1:5 LB

So now, since we [women] have been made right in God’s
sight by faith in His promises Christ has brought us into this
place of highest privilege where we now stand. And we look
with confidence and joy. Because...we can actually become all
that God has had in His mind for us to be.Rom.5:1-2LB

We have published this vital book, THE WOMAN BELIEVER, to
help you as a woman—or a man, to become all that God
designed you to be, and to help you to discover how your
choice power determines your fulfillment in life.*

* For further inspiration, read my book, FIVE CHOICES FOR
WOMEN WHO WIN.





CHAPTER 6

CHOOSING TO BE POSITIVE

AS A YOUNG COUPLE, my husband, T.L. Osborn and I went
to India as missionaries. In route, I read Aimee Semple
McPherson’s story.

In her youth, Aimee and her husband had gone to China as
missionaries. Both he and their little son had become very ill.
Finally she buried her husband in China and returned home as
a nineteen-year-old widow.

I marvel that only the sad facts of Aimee’s life impressed me.
She had so many positive and triumphant experiences. But her
becoming a widow in China and her coming home alone with
her baby, was what I pondered deeply.

Perhaps it was because I was a young wife and mother in
route to India with my husband, and I secretly feared a similar
fate. I had not learned about my choice power and how
dynamically it affected my life. I was choosing to think
negatively, instead of positively. I lived with apprehension,
instead of confidence and sure enough, my husband almost
died of typhoid fever. My fears almost materialized.

Bitter Or Better

People’s attitudes—negative or positive, have to do with



their choices.

Grief or happiness, apprehension or confidence, delight or
discontent, action or passive submission is a choice you make.
Right now, you are determining how this book is affecting your
life.

In each experience, you have the choice of becoming better
or bitter; fearful or confident, haughty or humble; hateful or
grateful; constructive or destructive.

Always choose a positive attitude. Never be afraid. Exercise
your ability to decide to be on God’s side. As you choose to be
all that God wants you to be, you will discover that it is really
His choice being expressed through you, and that is the secret
of true, lasting happiness and fulfillment in life.

You Are Distinguished

Life may seem easier for you as a woman, if you move with
the crowd, or if you yield to what others think you should be or
do, or if you compromise your convictions to suit the opinions
of society. But remember, Jesus looks at you as a unique
individual—as a distinguished person.

T.L. and I pioneered mass evangelism all over the world. We
were the first couple to go to non-Christian nations, to use
large fields, parks, race courses or stadiums and amass 20,000
to 250,000 people of various religions, proclaiming the gospel
of the risen Christ and expecting Him to confirm Himself alive
by signs, wonders and miracles as He did in Bible days.Mk.16:20



We learned never to look at the multitude, but to be
conscious of the human individuals that comprise that mass of
people.

As we minister to those enormous crowds, we take great
courage in knowing that God sees each individual and is
concerned with each person. And you can take courage too in
knowing that He is concerned with you as the unique person
that you are.

Regardless of what others do, since God designed you as
one-of-a-kind, you can choose to be different from the crowd—
to be all that God wants you to be.

It is not always easy to fulfill God’s plan for your life. You
must continually make positive choices, based on the fact that
you are identified with Him. Culture and tradition cannot pour
you into their mold when you choose to be the person God
created you to be—THE WOMAN BELIEVER.





CHAPTER 7

TRANSCENDING CULTURAL ROLES

I SOMETIMES SAY that Religion gave birth to twins. One was
called Culture, and the other Tradition. These twins of religion
often keep women from becoming what God wants them to be
—and this is a tragedy for THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

Every person has obstacles to overcome which result from
roles established for them by culture and religion. Girls and
boys are cast into societal or cultural roles from the time they
are born.

God does not slot people into limiting roles.*

I am Daisy Washburn Osborn. I am blessed because I am
married to T.L. Osborn. We are sweethearts, we are friends, we
are companions, spouses, and intimate teammates.

Being a wife, a mother, a grandmother and a great-
grandmother does not change who I am— Daisy Marie
Washburn Osborn, the unique individual that God created.

The role that society prescribes for me does not dictate or
limit my functions in God’s plan for me.

It may not be easy for a woman to be all that God wants her
to be, but if she has enough faith, enough love, enough
courage, and enough trust in God and enough love for Him,
she can succeed because of her choice power.



A woman can surmount any difficulty or accomplish
anything she believes God wills for her, and she can do it with
dignity and with grace as THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

A Woman Ahead of Her Time

Maria Woodworth-Etter (1844-1924) was a woman ahead of
her time.

Saved when she was 12 years old, Maria heard the voice of
Jesus saying, “Go out and gather lost sheep.” But in the late
1800’s the church did not allow women to preach the gospel.
So Maria told the Lord, “When I grow up, I’ll marry a
missionary (the church allowed women to do that); then I’ll
serve You.”

But God’s plan for Maria was not limited by the religious
dogmas of her day. He never gave up on His dream for her, and
Maria finally said, “Yes.”

That remarkable woman preached the gospel until she was
80 years old, despite incredible opposition. And that was
before the epoch of political rhetoric about the constitutional
rights of women. The church and the public had no tolerance
for a woman preacher.

But Maria succeeded in becoming what God wanted her to
be.

She exercised her choice power. She chose to obey God
instead of man or culture or tradition.



That brave, diminutive lady proclaimed the gospel in packed
auditoriums and in huge overflowing tents all over this nation
—a dynamic example of THE WOMAN BELIEVER in action with
Christ.

God never changes in His ideal for human persons. When
elders or bishops or pontificates try to barricade progress and
change, He just gets a new generation and keeps unfolding His
dream.

It was Maria Woodworth-Etter’s day then, and she used her
choice power, fulfilling God’s dream for her life. But this is your
day—your turn to activate your choice power as a woman, by
becoming what God designed you to be, despite tradition and
culture that raises barriers along your road to greater
achievement through Christ.

* For further discussion about a no limits woman, read my
book, WOMAN WITHOUT LIMITS.





CHAPTER 8

5 QUESTIONS FOR WOMEN IN GOD’S
PLAN

HERE ARE FIVE important questions which concern your
choice power.

Question No. 1.
WHY use your choice power?

The priority of the Church—of each believer—is to share
Christ with people. Is this your priority?

Ask yourself these questions, and see if reaching people is
what you give precedence to: What do I do with my money?
With my time? With my talents?

If you find that you are not engaged to some degree in God’s
most important work, you can turn around and choose today to
experience the greatest possible happiness, by being part of
His plan for people.

Question No. 2.
WHO should use their choice power?

The greatest opportunity for every believer, regardless of
race, color, economic status, education or gender, is to share



Christ with people. That is ultimate happiness—ultimate
achievement for THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

You do not need to ask God to send you to China. Choose to
begin where you are. Share Christ with your family, your
neighborhood, your community, your town, your state, your
nation. Keep reaching out and you may reach your way to
China. Once you begin, doors will keep opening.

The principle is:

When you know Christ, you share Christ.

When you receive life, you impart life.

When you are healed, you heal others.

When you are blessed, you are a blessing.

When you are forgiven, you give forgiveness.

When you accept love, you express love.

That is THE WOMAN BELIEVER in essence. The choice is
yours—now.

That is the lifestyle of a believer. The key is awareness.
Practice being aware of Jesus alive and at work in and through
you, making you all that God planned for you to be.

When you look at someone, remember to say to yourself:
“Jesus is in me. He is seeing this individual through my eyes,
because He has no eyes but mine.”

God’s arms reach out to hurting, needy people when your



arms are extended. His arms are your arms. And He does His
reaching and His touching through you, THE WOMAN
BELIEVER.

Christ chose you and me to do His work. You can choose the
opportunity of working with Him, which is the happiest life on
earth.

Yes! Success, happiness, achievement and progress are all
realized through your choice power as a woman.

Question No. 3.
WHERE can you use your choice power?

Anywhere you are in your world—the world that surrounds
you. Your world needs your influence. In your world of
influence where you live, you have the power to choose what
you will do with your life.

Your influence has tremendous creative power in your world,
because you have the power to create around you the kind of
world you want. That power is seed-power and it is your
choice power that determines the kind of seed that you plant.
With the seed of your thoughts, of your words and of your
actions, you influence the people of your world.

When Jesus is at the center of your world, then your seed-
power, positively exercised, creates a beautiful world around
you.

Choose every opportunity to be what God wants you to be.



From Smuggling to Witnessing

A family of drug smugglers came to Christ in a meeting
where we were ministering. They had been in prison for
smuggling cocaine across the border. The family had
developed a million dollar drug business.

The wife, her husband, their children, her husband’s brother,
their father and mother, father-in-law and mother-in-law, uncles,
aunts, cousins—the entire family accepted Jesus Christ as they
heard the gospel.

I counseled them, “Do not lose your ability to smuggle. Now
you have something worth bringing to people.” I told them that
a big percent of the world cannot receive the gospel unless
believers are willing to risk their own freedom to carry it to the
people, as the early Christians did—often in circumstances
where their actions were in violation of existing laws and
customs.

I told them what Jesus said: This gospel will be preached in
all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the end
will come.Mat.24:14

That family of “smugglers” was greatly encouraged to hear
me tell them that God had a plan for their talents. I helped them
to focus on utilizing their abilities to carry the right substance
—the gospel of Christ.

That is how God accepts people—including you. He takes
you where you are and makes your life into something



beautiful for people. And that is the fruit of your choice power.

You Have the Power to Begin

The gospel must first be published to all the nations.
Mk.13:10 That is why we have printed literature by the tons and
have distributed it around the world, in 132 different languages.
We started with just one language, but we kept expanding to
others, because we made a choice to involve ourselves in
God’s dream for people of many nations.

You also have the power to choose to become what God
wants you to be.

Do you feel that you are not ready to launch out? My
counsel is, just begin. You are ready for the first step now, and
you will become ready for tomorrow’s challenges by the steps
you take today.

You will learn by teaching.

You will gain by giving.

You will reap by sowing.

You will grow by sharing.

This is God’s formula for your success and fulfillment. By
choosing to be part of God’s love-plan for people, you are
fulfilling God’s ultimate dream for THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

You Have Authority



Only women can change the world of women, and there are
many more women than men in the world today. Perhaps two-
thirds of all believers in the church are women. That is why
inclusive language is so important for pastors, teachers,
church leaders and evangelists to use.

Joel prophesied, And it shall come to pass in the last days,
says God, that I will pour out of My Spirit upon all flesh; And
your sons and your daughters shall prophesy And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My
Spirit in those days, and they shall prophesy.Ac.2:17-18

God is fulfilling that prophecy today as women discover
their choice power to be all that God designed and redeemed
them to be.

You do not need anyone’s permission to obey Christ or to
allow the Holy Spirit to carry out the Lord’s ministry through
you. You have been given your commission by the highest
authority.Mk.16:15; Jn.14:12; Ac.1:8

Remember that church dogmas, dictums and traditions which
restrict or restrain women from public ministry have no power
or authority over you or over your ministry as a woman
believer, unless you give that power and authority to them.

Aimee Semple McPherson, Maria Woodworth-Etter,
Sojourner Truth, myself, and a great host of other women have
consistently chosen to refuse to allow the patriarchal church
hierarchy to limit our ministries. We, and so many other brave
women of God, have succeeded because Jesus Christ has been



honored in our lives as Lord. It is He who has called us. It is
His word that we have trusted. It is He who has ordained us. It
is His anointing which has equipped us and has confirmed us.

You have been commissioned by Jesus Christ. Do not wait
for a council of elders, or of pastors, or of priests, or of
cardinals to tell you what you can or cannot do. Act in Christ’s
name as THE WOMAN BELIEVER that you are.

Watch Yourself Grow

Any woman who sees her identity in Jesus Christ is one who
has discovered her personal choice power in life. She is a
peacemaker. She is humble. She is willing to serve anyone,
anytime, anywhere. That kind of service is the greatest kind of
leadership, and it is the only true road to real happiness and
achievement.

Look at what you have, at what you know, at what you can
do. Do not look at what you do not have, or at what you do not
know, or at what you cannot do.

Do what you can do.

Give what you can give.

Be what you are.

Share what you know.

And watch yourself grow.

Jesus said, in essence: “To be the greatest in the kingdom of



God, be a believer, a follower of Me, a disciple, and then
graduate with My highest degree of honor: Be a servant to all.”
Mat.20:27; 23:11

For THE WOMAN BELIEVER, there are no limits. The greatest
opportunities in ministry are yours to choose—those of simply
helping people. That opens the whole world to you. Look at
what that basic commitment has led to in the life of Mother
Teresa of Calcutta.

Question No. 4.
WHEN do you use your choice power?

Today. There have never before been as many people living
on the earth. There have never before been as many needs to
fill or as many problems to solve. There have never before been
as many lost people to help.

We have never before had so much technology or so much
equipment at our disposal. There have never before been so
many facilities that we can utilize, so much knowledge at our
disposal, so many open doors, and so much encouragement.

Now is the time for you to decide to be part of God’s plan
and to begin to recognize and to use your choice power as THE
WOMAN BELIEVER that you are.

The harvest is great. The opportunities within your reach are
unlimited, but the laborers—especially women laborers, are
few.



God needs you. You are unique and important. No one else
can do the job that He has for you to do—and the time is short.

Choose today to be part of God’s plan.

Question No. 5.
HOW do you use your choice power?

The first step is to get right with God. Discover God’s idea
for you. You can only choose God’s best when you are right
with Him. That is how you become THE WOMAN BELIEVER that
God designed you to be.

When you have chosen to be on His side and united with
Him, that opens the door for you to experience the true joy of
being the woman He wants you to be.

He says, Your cry came to Me at a favorable time, when the
doors of welcome were wide open.2Cor.6:2LB

Today you can choose to accept the life that Christ offers
you. He loves you and He desires only good for you. Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and be born again as you choose to
take these five wonderful steps in faith.

Five Steps to Become
THE WOMAN BELIEVER

I



The first step is: Recognize that sin has poisoned human
nature. Accept the fact that everyone must, therefore, be born
again. Jn.3:7 All have sinned and fall short of God’s glorious
ideal.Rom.3:23LB

Sin separates you from God.Isa.59:2

II

The second step is: Repent, and be sorry for your sins.

Unless you repent you will perish.Lu.13:5 And remember, God
so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have
everlasting life.Jn.3:16

III

The third step is: Confess your sins to God.

Whoever covers their sins will not prosper, but whoever
confesses and forsakes them will have mercy.Pro. 28:13

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive us
our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.1Jn.1:9

IV

The fourth step is: Ask God to forgive you of every sin you
have ever committed.



In Jesus Christ we have redemption through His blood, the
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace Eph.1:7

V

And the fifth step is: Receive Jesus as your Savior.

For if you tell others with your own mouth that Jesus Christ
is your Lord, and believe in your own heart that God has
raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. Rom.10:9LB

You can make contact with Jesus right now.

Prayer

Pray this prayer. And remember: Praying is simply talking to
God, who is your loving heavenly Father. He receives you as
His child—right now.

Say this:

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for what You have done for me
on the cross.

You bore my sin, You bore my sickness, You took my
problems, You have given me Your righteousness.

You have given me Your health, and You have given me
Your solutions.

I repent of my sins. Forgive every wrong I have ever
done.



I receive Your love and Your forgiveness. I welcome You
into my life as my Lord and Savior. I believe that you have
redeemed me.

Now that You live in me, my body is holy and I accept
Your health.

I choose to be Your ambassador to my world. Now You
can see with my eyes, You can hear with my ears, You can
speak with my lips, You can smile with my face, You can
think with my mind, You can embrace with my arms, and
You can walk with my feet.

Make me all that you want me to be. From this day, I
will go forward with faith and love and confidence, aware
that You are alive in me and at work through me.

I use my choice power today by receiving You into my
heart. And I thank You, Jesus, for my new life.

Amen.



PART III

My Positive Choice



 

WHEN I WAS SIXTEEN years old I attended an evangelistic
meeting near our home. There I met a young musician and
youth-preacher, seventeen-year old Tommy Osborn.

My choice to go with my husband wherever God would lead
us could have been a traumatic experience for me in the light
of the turbulent years of my early life.

I had looked forward to motherhood. But our little daughter
only lived a few days.

Then came the challenge to go to India as missionaries, but
we could not give proof of the gospel.

Jesus appeared to my husband. I had to make a major choice
myself. I would not trade those suitcases today for the loveliest
house in the world. I am truly a fulfilled woman.





CHAPTER 9

MY OPTIONS AS A WOMAN

TRADITIONALLY I WAS taught that a wife’s place is by the
side of her husband, and that a mother’s place is at home with
her children. So, as a young mother with two children, and as
the wife of a world missionary-evangelist, I faced some crucial
decisions.

I could remain in a comfortable home, sending our children
to school and offering them a normal lifestyle. Or I could go
with my husband, as his teammate in ministry, moving from
country to country and from city to city, making life for our
children as normal as possible, on the road and on the go.

Neither God nor my husband could choose for me. It was a
decision that I had to make. I chose to go!

Our home base is Tulsa, Oklahoma, but cities around the
globe have been our residence. Our children’s classroom was
always wherever we happened to be at school time. I was their
teacher. The world was their playground.

No woman who ever lived has had the privileges afforded me
during my adult life. I have taught, preached and ministered
with my husband in over 70 countries as we have conducted
mass evangelism crusades of Bible faith worldwide. I have
shared every trial and enjoyed every triumph through over five
remarkable decades of international ministry. I have witnessed



the opening of blind eyes; I have seen cripples rise and walk; I
have encouraged mothers with their helpless children and
watched them go away rejoicing as their little ones were made
whole. I have seen the weary people beam with delight, and I
have wept with the suffering who have been healed by Christ
our Lord.

Turbulent Childhood

My choice to go with my husband wherever God would lead
us could have been a traumatic experience for me in the light of
the turbulent years of my early life.

When I was only eight years old my mother and one sister
were killed in a tragic train-car accident. One of my brothers
had died. The remaining nine children were scattered from one
place to another. My father was unable to provide for and to
maintain a home for us in Merced, California.

When I was small, my mother had taken me to Sunday
School, but my first real awareness of Christianity and God
came to me while living with my oldest sister. At the age of
twelve, I publicly accepted Jesus as my personal Savior.





CHAPTER 10

EARLY CHOICES OF DESTINY

AT THE AGE of sixteen, I attended an evangelistic meeting
near our home. There I met a young musician and youth-
preacher, seventeen-year-old Tommy Osborn.

We were married at very young ages. Shortly afterwards, we
embarked on our first evangelistic journey into the Kiamichi
Mountains of Oklahoma. The venture almost ended in tragedy
because I nearly died from food poisoning. My young,
believing husband prayed fervently and I was healed. We were
so glad to be able to come out of those backward mountains
and to get back to Tulsa. We had an old Model “A” Ford. We
arrived in Tulsa on three tires and one rim.

Then came our decision to “go west.” So with very little
money we made our journey back to sunny California. My
husband took a part-time job while we looked for an open door
of ministry. A church called us for a “revival” so we traded the
old car for train tickets to that church, and have been going
ever since.

More Tragedy

I had looked forward to motherhood and it was a blessed
event. But our little daughter only lived a week. This left us
feeling very much alone and in a sense of deep despair.



By God’s grace we buried our sorrowful experience in service
to others.

A decision to pioneer a new church in Portland, Oregon
uprooted us once more. We took an old barn-type building
with less than a dozen people who had formed a Bible class.
Within a short time, that old building was packed with people
coming from near and far to see what God was doing through
our young lives.

Then came the challenge to go to India as missionaries. By
this time a little son had blessed our marriage. So, with our ten-
month-old boy, packed trunks and hearts full of hope and
pioneer zeal, we sailed to India.

Our missionary term of ministry was to be five years, but in
less than a year we were forced to return home. Those months
in India were some of the most harassing of my life. My young
husband lingered between life and death for six weeks with
typhoid fever. Our little son fought for his life when stricken
with cholera and amoebic dysentery.

But our most difficult challenge was our inability to succeed
in ministry.

When we tried to convince the people of India that Jesus is
God’s Son, that He is risen from the dead, and that He is the
only way to eternal life, they were unimpressed.

We felt defeated, discouraged and disheartened. We sold
our five-year stock of clothing and supplies, and managed
enough money to get back on our feet in America.



The Challenge of Choice

Broken in health and in spirit, but glad to be home once
again, my husband made me a promise. With deep emotion he
said, “Sweetheart, I will never again take you away from the
shores of our beloved country.”

Very soon we were again pastoring a growing church
congregation and our lives had begun to normalize again. We
were settled in as pastors and we now had two children. But
soon, our missionary dreams blossomed anew and I faced
another crisis in my life as a mother.

This decision could not be a casual one. Something had
happened to my husband. He saw the Lord in a vision. We had
been praying, fasting and believing God to give us the answer
to why we had not succeeded in India. Christ’s commission
had told us to go, but we could not give proof of the gospel to
those precious Indian people.

When Jesus appeared to my husband, He gave him the
answer to the dilemma we had faced, and told him to go to the
peoples of the world, assuring him that signs, wonders and
miracles would confirm the gospel and that multitudes would
be saved as a result.

It was during these days that I sought God concerning
specific direction for my own life. The Lord made me to realize
that I had to make a major choice myself. The man whom I had
taken to be my husband was determined to obey God and to go
anywhere in the world in his quest to win souls to Christ.



A whole new world had opened up to us. Mighty signs and
miracles began to take place in our meetings and we knew that
this was the answer—the secret to successful missionary
evangelism among the world’s unreached millions.

My husband said, “Honey, now we know how to convince
people that Christ is risen! Jesus was approved by
miracles.Ac.2:22 Miracles will make the difference in our century
too!”





CHAPTER 11

MAJOR DECISION

I CAN NEVER FORGET how God began to deal with me. As I
prayed fervently, He made me to know that if I would make a
full consecration to Him, if I would fast and pray and seek His
face, that I would share the same power and anointing and
ministry as my husband whom I loved and cherished and
wanted to be with.

I faced my choices: I could exercise faith and act on God’s
word, I could preach and teach the gospel, I could cast out
devils, I could have power and authority over sicknesses and
over demons; or I could remain at home, lead a quiet life and be
a happy Christian mother.

The Lord let me know that if I wanted to share in gospel
ministry to the world, then it would be my own choice. I was
assured that the anointing and power of the Holy Spirit would
confirm my ministry.

I knew that to remain at home with our two children, while
my husband followed the Lord around the world, would mean
that I would have a comfortable home, our children would have
a quiet lifestyle with friends, toys, pleasures and a good church
influence.

I knew that my needs would be supplied, because my
husband was a provider and a lover of his family. Besides, I



knew God would never forsake me.

To share in gospel ministry to the world would mean the
discomforts of hotels and of crowded quarters for our home, no
traditional life for our children, the constant burden of
publicity, and the countless other inconveniences of public life
which those secluded in private homes can never imagine.

I had always considered my husband’s leadings and
decisions as directions for us both. But in this particular
circumstance, God was giving me a choice which involved a
consecration of my own life to His service. It was a decision
that only I could make.

A Lifetime Decision

With all of my heart I sought the Lord. I was so thankful that
God was giving me this choice.

I made my decision, once and for all. I said, “Yes, Lord, I will
be your servant. I will follow You, together with my husband. I
want to go all the way. I want Your anointing. I want Your
power to work through me. I want to study Your word. I want
to be Your representative and messenger, and to teach and to
proclaim Your word everywhere.”

Within a few weeks our beautiful furniture was sold;
everything we had, except a few suitcases of clothing, was
disposed of, and we started out in the ministry of faith, like
Abraham and Sarah, not knowing where God would lead us,
but we were full of joy and confident that the Lord was with us.



For over five years we never had a bed to call our own. Our
babies knew nothing of the freedom that most children enjoy;
no fine toys; no nice yards; almost nothing to call their own.
Different beds, changing climates, strange food and generally
no milk. But they were always healthy, happy and contented.
They were blessed in so many ways.

From those days of reconsecration until now, my husband
and I have walked together, prayed, fasted and read together,
taught and preached together, enjoying the supreme privilege
of leading broken, bleeding and suffering humanity to the feet
of Jesus where His healing balm soothes and cures every
wound.

I would not trade those suitcases today for the loveliest
house in the world. I chose to follow my Lord and to share His
ministry. That choice holds good today!





CHAPTER 12

TRIUMPHANT DECADES

I AM INCLUDING one more chapter in Part III (My Positive
Choice) as a testimony that THE WOMAN BELIEVER can only be
limited or restricted in her life and ministry if she chooses
restraints.

I never dreamed that my life as a woman, could ever realize
such far-reaching dimensions. The details of this chapter are
part of my witness that a woman’s achievement in ministry
depends upon her choice power. I include this information to
encourage you to believe that all things are possible Mk.9:23 to
THE WOMAN BELIEVER.

Five Decades of Fulfillment

For over five decades I have shared triumph after triumph
with my husband in our team-ministry of mass evangelism
around the world. Our crusades leave an incalculable impact
upon nations. That impact is very far-reaching. God has given
us favor with government leaders and royalty alike.

In addition to our own mass campaigns, for years we
averaged publishing over a ton of gospel literature per day in
over 130 languages and dialects. Copies of our documentary
crusade films, (and now videos) in over 60 languages, are being
used as soulwinning tools to reach multitudes around the



world.

Our special crusade audio sermons, with battery-operated
players, are teaching millions whom we could never reach
personally.

Our teaching manuals and books in scores of languages are
leading thousands to Christ, as well as being used to train and
to encourage pastors, evangelists and lay preachers all over
the world.

We are totally involved in soul-saving activities worldwide.

It is a thrill for me to be an integral part of every program we
launch for evangelism. My husband and I work together in
everything. We plan together, dream together, and minister
together. And together, we enjoy the fruits of our labors.

Perhaps one of the greatest visions God ever gave us was
that of sponsoring trained national preachers—both women
and men, as missionaries to the unreached peoples of their own
nations.

That program has set a new pace and has opened broad new
horizons in world missions. Today many church organizations
have similar programs which were inspired by our pacesetting
concept.

While we are engaged in our own mass evangelism crusades
and national training conferences around the world, we have
successfully directed and nourished a worldwide, full-scale
national missionary program in over 100 nations. God has



helped us to assist an average of as many as 2,000 national
missionaries each month in previously unchurched areas of the
world.

Over thirty-thousand trained and qualified national
missionaries have already been assisted to minister the gospel
to their own unreached people.

An average of 400 new churches have been built and have
become self-supporting in a single year. These national pioneer
gospel messengers have been supervised by missionaries and
national officials of over two hundred different denominations
and national church organizations.

It has been amazing to see people from all walks of life taking
part in this international missionary program.

The head of a large business in New York City, a publisher in
Great Britain, a nurse in New Jersey, a dentist in Oklahoma, a
rancher in Australia, a machine operator in Germany, a
watchmaker in Switzerland, a farmer in Texas, a lumberman in
Canada, a vineyard owner in France, a sacrificing mother on the
West Coast—so reads the list of friends and partners who
have shared in these tremendous soulwinning outreaches.

Teamwork

To help reduce camera operator costs during our world
evangelism journeys, I learned some of the art of photography,
which has resulted in ten powerful documentary missionary
films.



The first, Java Harvest tells how our crusade brought a
national gospel awakening to teeming Indonesia.

Among my “credits ” is the dramatic feature-length, sound-
color film, Black Gold, which documents our enormous
crusades in Nigeria where tens of thousands turned to Christ
and scores of new Christian ministries were birthed.

The film, Holland Wonder, records daily crowds of over
100,000 responsive Hollanders during our national crusade
there. It is startling proof that gospel ministry is as effective
among Europeans as it is on any other continent, when it is
confirmed by miracles as in Bible days.

Our lifetime custom has been to start each day with Bible
reading and prayer. Together we pray for the needs and special
requests of friends and partners with us in evangelism. God
answers those prayers with so many wonderful blessings in
people’s lives.

While we devote ourselves to our preaching, teaching,
writing and recording ministries, my responsibilities include
administering the vast worldwide soulwinning outreaches of
our global network of evangelism.

In addition to this, as the legal Chairperson of this
international church organization, my office bears the
responsibility of our headquarters and staff, plus our overseas
offices and operations in Canada, England, New Zealand and
Australia. In addition to these responsibilities, T.L. depends on
me to direct all of our crusades. I may leave at any moment to



organize a crusade in some far-flung part of the globe, usually
giving four to six weeks to minister in the national churches,
plus handling business matters, dealing with the government,
organizing the pastors and overseeing the publicity for the
crusade.

Then, when the crusade begins, I share in the teaching,
preaching, and praying for the multitudes who throng these
enormous gospel meetings.

In addition, God still lets me enjoy the pleasure of being a
friend, companion and confidante of our children,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren!

Over five decades ago when I faced that critical moment of
destiny, I did not know what the future held. I only knew that I
would share my life with my husband and that I would
consecrate my ALL to God’s royal service and to His ministry
to hurting people worldwide.

I am a witness that God places no restraints upon THE
WOMAN BELIEVER who uses her choice power to allow Jesus
Christ to have unrestricted freedom of ministry to people
through her life.

I am truly a fulfilled woman. Thank God, I made the right
choice. If it were required of me again, I would say to my
husband what Ruth, in the Bible, said to her mother-in-law:

Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from following
after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you
lodge, I will lodge; your people will be my people, and your



God, my God. Where you die, I will die, and there will I be
buried.Ru.1:16,17


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































