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IN T R O D U C T IO N

You Are Special

W om en of G od.
W e've been redeem ed.

W om en of G od,
C alled, chosen, highly esteem ed.

F orw ard in Pow er,
Planting good seed.

W om en of G od,
This is the hour,

In Jesus w e're free.

These pow erful w ords m ake up the them e song of m y
m other's m inistry to w om en around the w orld. This book cam e
from  D r. D aisy's heart to yours, because she knew  how  special
you are in God's plan.

W om en of G odé W om en are God's w onderful and unique
idea. You are God's idea. You are created by God, in H is im age
and for H is good purpose. You are an original.



God saw  you before you w ere born and scheduled each day
of your life before you began to breathe. Psa.139:16 LB  H is plans
for you are goodé to give you a future and a hope. Jer.29:11LB

Because w om en are redeem ed, the good new s is that w e are
no longer slaves [to anything or anyone], but G od's ow n
daughtersé Everything H e has belongs to us.G al4:7LB Just
think of it! You are a som ebodyð a m em ber of God's fam ily
now. You are royalty.

This book, in your hands, is evidence that you are ready to
experience the exhilaration of real living.

God created you for life's best. Jesus m akes it available to
you now .

A s an introduction to this book, there are at least ten
fundam ental truths w hich I am  sharing here for the purpose of
fostering and encouraging W om en A nd Self-Esteem .

There is an added potential to living that is available to you
as a Jesus-w om an, w hen you em brace these 10 G ospel Basics
in your life.

The dem oralizing effects of outdated, religious traditions
w hich lim it w om en in their m inistry as Christ's m essengers can
only be rem edied by a know ledge of liberating truths.

These ten gospel truths form  an unshakable foundation of
faith and of self-esteem  for any w om an w ho em braces them
w ithout racial or gender interpretation.



G ospel B asic #1:
Faith In G od's W ord

God's w ord is seed. W hen it is planted in a w om an or in a
m an, it w ill alw ays grow, w hether you pray for it to grow  or not.
God established the unchanging law  that a seed w ill reproduce
itself. W hen you have faith in God's w ord and w hen you speak
it as Jesus did, w hen you em brace it and plant it in the hearts of
hurting people, it w ill reproduce itself in w om en the sam e as it
w ill in m en.

There is no basis for contact w ith God w ithout the
acceptance of the integrity of H is w ord as being absolute for
you. Both God's w ord and Jesus' m inistry on the earth revealé

G ospel B asic #2:
Value O f H um an Persons

Culture and religion circum scribes w om en in roles and
categories w hich restrain them  w ithin prescribed social
structures. Religion usually im plies that people are of little
value, influencing them  to craw l and to cow er before w hatever
deity they m ay be taught to w orship.

But God sees you as a hum an person, H is ultim ate creation,
the one for w hom  H e gave H is Son in order to redeem  you back
from  Satan's control. Jesus w as God-in-the-flesh and in



encounters w ith people, H e never saw  color, race, gender,
social status or physical characteristics. H e saw  people as
God's creationð highly valued w ith divine potential, and never
hopeless.

The Bible says that G od so loved the w orld that H e gave
H is only begotten Son, that w hoever believes in H im  should
not perish but have everlasting life. Jn.3:16 For G od sent not H is
Son into the w orld to condem n the w orld, but that the w orld
through H im  m ight be saved.v.17 This liberating truth is for you
as a w om anð now  and it brings into focusé

G ospel B asic #3:
Salvation Through C hrist

Jesus Christ restores w om en and m en to their Creator, their
heavenly Father. H e is the W ay for God to com e hom e to live in
them  again. It is through H im , not through good w orks or
church m em bership or social standing, that you are saved and
receive right standing w ith God. Jesus frees you to becom e a
new  creature in C hrist, then old things are passed aw ay and
all things becom e new.2C or.5:17

Salvation through Christ m eans you are qualified to begin
this discovery and to begin living the kind of lifestyle that God
originally planned for you. This is possible throughé

G ospel B asic #4:
Love-Pow er, Prayer And N ew  Life



Love is the core of your new  life because G od is love, and
H e has com e to live in you.2C or.6:16 LB  The life that w as in Jesus
is now  in you. So you can do all things through C hrist w ho
strengthens you.Phil.4:13 LB Pow er w ells up and flow s through
you because you recognize that greater is H e [Jesus] that is in
you than he [the devil] that is in the w orld.1Jn.4:4

You are restored to your Source again. This m akes you ready
for Jesus to w ork through you as H is representative of love.
The light turns on as you m ake the beautiful discovery ofé

G ospel B asic #5:
Peopleð C hrist's B ody Today

W e say it this w ay: G od is Spirit. You are H is flesh. Your
hands and your feet becom e Love's hands and feet now. Your
eyes and your ears becom e Love's eyes and ears now. This has
nothing to do w ith your gender.

You are Love's representative now  in your w orld of
influence. You are restored to God, and in order to accom plish
all that you are m otivated to do, you recognize the value of and
the need to utilize your God-given abilities throughé

G ospel B asic #6:
M inistry O f The H oly Spirit

The H oly Spirit gives you, as a w om an, the sam e pow er that
flow ed through Jesus Christ to people. The H oly Spirit's



purpose is to reveal Jesus to the w orld as the W ay, the Truth
and the Life. Jn.14:6 H e functions as your teacher w ho leads
you into all truth 16:13 so that You shall know  the truth, and
the truth shall m ake you free. 8:32

Further revelation of Jesus in you and an ongoing unfolding
of H is style of living helps you to see the necessity foré

G ospel B asic #7:
Total H ealing And M iracles

Your body is the tem ple of the H oly Spirit,1C or.6:19 and you
realize God w ants you w ell. H e needs your body through w hich
to reach people w ith the gospel of Jesus Christ.

W hen you are born again, you are m ade new  in spirit, m ind
and body and you becom e a new  creature in C hrist,2C or.5:17
w ith the life of Jesus m ade m anifest also in your m ortal
flesh.2C or.4:10ð w hich is physical health.

Your life takes on new  value. You are a som ebody w ith
purpose for reaching out to others. You excitedly stretch out to
incorporate into your lifestyleé

G ospel B asic #8:
Seed-Faith And G od's B est

N ow  you can realize the value of acquiring m oney. People
are the reason for m aterial blessings in your life, so that you



can be a channel for lifting and blessing and helping them .
H aving m oney becom es an exciting and a vital part of your
involvem ent in God's w ork, as a w om an.

The principle of sow ing and reaping m akes it happen, and
predeterm ines your tom orrow. Your ow n financial grow th is
determ ined by the degree to w hich you com m it your faith and
your actions to building a better w orld. Your future is in your
hands today in the form  of seed that can be planted in the
fertile soil of people.

You com prehend the planting of financial seed in order to
harvest m ore. Excitem ent w ells up and you desire God's best in
order to share m ore w ith others. Your ow n m inistry enhances
your com m unity and inspires you to em braceé

G ospel B asic #9:
W orld M issions And Evangelism

You are energized w ith the aw areness that w hat is good for
you is good for som eone elseð w hat w orks at hom e and in
your com m unity w ill w ork in the hom es and in the com m unities
of the w orld. You rem em ber Christ's com m ission, and it
becom es a part of your dynam ic new  lifestyle. H e said to go
into all the w orld and preach the gospel to all
creatures.M k.16:1

Christianity takes on a broad international field of m inistry,
and a w orld vision unfolds in your heart. You have God's
perspective now, just like Jesus did, and you are confident that



true fulfillm ent in life is w rapped up iné

G ospel B asic #10:
Lordship O f Jesus C hrist

Real living for you is anchored in the Lordship of Jesus
Christ in your life as a w om an.

H e is all of G od in a hum an body.C o1.2:9 LB  H e is your life
Jn.5:12 your love,1Jn.4:7-8 your strength,Psa.19:14 your
hope,1T im .1:1 your salvation or w holeness in every w ay, 1T h.5:9

your gentle M aster,M at.11:29-30 your friend. R om .5:10-11LB ; Jas.2:23

Jesus Christ is your best friend and to reproduce the best in
other people, you becom e a seed planter of H is w ord w herever
you go.C ol.1:28 LB

These 10 Gospel Basics are w hat the church of Jesus Christ
should be know n for w orldw ide. A s a w om an, you can em brace
these fundam entals, and begin to express them , right w here
you are, regardless of your gender.

That perspective of life and those ten fundam entals of
gospel truths are w hat I believe produce real, dynam ic,
productive, healthy and happy W om en A nd Self-Esteem , and
that is the purpose of this book w hich m y w onderful m other
has w ritten.



LaD onna C. O sborn,
D .M in., M A , BA , H LD , D D





C hapter 1

W O M AN 'S SELF-W O RTH

TH E PUR PO SE O F this book is to encourage every
girl, every young lady, every housewife, every wom an to
take a new look at herselfð to reassess her own value, to
reexam ine her own abilities and to accept her unlim ited
potential in lifeð as a daughter of G od, redeem ed and
esteem ed by Jesus C hrist, and restored to the place of
high honor for which G od created her.

M ost of the world today represses fem ale initiative,
restricting them  to one level or another of servitude,
subordination, or outright fem ale bondage.

In the C hristian church worldwide, traditional theology
has extracted two statem ents by Paul, out of their context,
and used them  to establish a doctrinal absolute that
consistently restricts wom en to silence in the church and
prohibits them  from  initiative and leadership.

The power of the H oly Spirit in a wom an's life is no
different than in a m an's life.

Jesus cam e to redeem  wom en the sam e as m en, and to
use them  as H is co-workers, H is disciples, H is
m essengers, H is representativesð just the sam e as H e
uses m en.



Let Spirit-filled wom en com e down from  their fem inine
pedestals and be G od's wom en, fulfilling H is dream ð cost
whatever it m ay in m oney or physical effort or religious
opposition or persecution. Let wom en engage them selves
in the m inistry for which the H oly Spirit rests upon them
ð witnessing of Jesus and sharing H im  with their world.

YO U R H EAVEN LY FATH ER has a beautiful plan for your lifeð
one that no one else on earth can fulfill, because you are
unique. You are the only one of you that God has.

Religious tradition and Jew ish custom  has been relentless in
its suppression of w om en. Even those extraordinary w om en
w ho have overcom e fem ale subjugation and have launched out
and have done exploits in Christ's nam e have had little
recorded about their trium phs of faith.

Even in politics, it has only been a few  decades since w om en
gained the right to vote.

M ost of the w orld today represses fem ale initiative,
restricting them  to one level or another of servitude,
subordination, or outright fem ale bondage.

From  M uslim  nations w here w om en m ust cover their faces
and bodies w ith long flow ing robes, to uncultured tribes w here
tradition relegates them  to a status little above anim als, the role
of w om en is one of subservience and inferiority, and it should
not be.

In the Christian church w orldw ide, traditional theology has
extracted tw o statem ents by Paul 1C or.14:34; 1T im .2:11-12 out of



their context, and used them  to establish a doctrinal absolute
that consistently restricts w om en to silence in the church and
prohibits them  from  initiative and leadership.

This m essage w ill help you discover w ho you really areð
that in God's eyes, you are H is special childð equal to anyone
else in the w orld and designed by H im  w ith unlim ited potential.

U nlim ited M inistry

M y husband, T.L. O sborn, and I have shared over five
decades together, proclaim ing the gospel to m illionsð face to
faceð in over 70 nations.

M y role as a w om an has been unlim ited, and yours can be
too.

It has been m y privilege to organize the crusades, to m eet
heads of state and other governm ent officials, to secure the
perm its, contract the stadium s and grounds, to install the
equipm ent, negotiate w ith businesses for tons of literature and
purchase thousands of Tools for Evangelism .

I have organized the cooperating pastors, set up the
W orkers' Institutes and Convert Schools and preside over the
crusades. Then I alternate w ith m y husband, teaching and
preaching daily in these m eetings w hen our crusade
com m ences.

In addition to all of that, m y responsibility as Corporate
President of our O SFO  International W orld H eadquarters,
places all of our overseas offices under m y charge, w ith our



enorm ous w orldw ide m issionary outreaches.

Being a w om an does not change m e from  being a believer, a
disciple of Jesus Christ, H is follow er, H is servant.

W hat H e said to all believers, H e says to m eð and to you
also.

H is Great Com m ission applies to w om en the sam e as to m en.

The pow er of the H oly Spirit in a w om an's life is no different
than it is in a m an's life.

The R ole O f G od's W om an

N ot long ago, I had yet another encounter w ith som e of the
traditional barriers w hich professional religion has set up to
lim it w om en in m inistry.

I w as delegated by the board of directors of O SFO
International to visit an area in a certain nation w hich had been
deprived of hearing the gospel. Church leaders in bordering
districts w ere concerned and had appealed for our help in
evangelizing another unreached area.

Researching the facts confirm ed that a valid and urgent need
did exist.

W e w ere prepared to finance the opening and establishing of
churches throughout the region, but the groundw ork had to be
done and the details w orked out carefully so that the seed-idea
of a great plan for God w ould not be aborted.



The Problem :
I W as A W om an

U pon m y arrival, a church bishop, together w ith a delegation
of pastors, m et m e at the airport. They had graciously prepared
a program  for m e. The problem : The activities scheduled had
nothing to do w ith the m ission I w as there to accom plish.

Since I believe that every problem  contains the seed of its
ow n solution, I tuned in to God for a quick discovery of the
seed in this one. I certainly didn't w ant to offend a bishop.

W ithout reacting negatively to their schedule, I began to list
all the things w e m ust do before w e could proceed w ith their
program . That w as just great except, all the things I had listed
should, according to them , be done by a m an. It w ould be a
serious violation of their church's doctrine for m e, a w om an, to
assum e such a role of leadership.

The problem : I w as a w om an.

The solution: A pproach this unreached area through
governm ent channels instead of through the religious
hierarchy.

I w as graciously accepted in m y official capacity as
President of O SFO  International, and m y being a w om an did
not cause even the H ead of State to bat an eye.

W ith the cooperation and blessing of the governor, the tribal



king and the village chiefs, w e w ere able to leave no stone
unturned, and the gospel invasion w as carried out victoriously.
M y m ission w as accom plished, and another bishop w as added
to m y long list of cherished clergym en friends w ho have
accepted m e in m y role of leadership.

The W om an's R ole
In The Fallð In R edem ption

Eve, the first w om an God created,G en.3:20 has inspired m any a
discourse w hich has resulted in ironclad church doctrines that
put w om en in their place, silent and non-assertive in God's N o.
1 Job.

But if a w om an's disobedience resulted in the Fall of the
hum an race, let us not forget that it w as a w om an's obedience
that resulted in the redem ption of hum ankind.

God chose a w om an as H is channel for redem ption,
forgiveness and eternal salvation. A  w om an w as used to bring
joy, peace, love, com fort and fulfillm ent to the hum an
race.Lu.1:26-38

W om en w ere active in the m inistry of Jesus. Lu.8:1-3

The last person at the cross w as a w om an. M k.15:47

The first person at the tom b w as a w om an. Jn.20:1

The first person to proclaim  the m essage of the



resurrection w as a w om an.M at.28:8

The first preacher to the Jew s w as a w om an. Lu2:37

W om en w ere at the historic prayer m eeting follow ing
Christ's ascension.A c.1:14

W om en w ere in the U pper Room  on the D ay of
Pentecost and w ere given pow er to be w itnesses of
Christ, the sam e as the m en.A c.2:4; 1:8

The first persons to greet the Christian m issionaries,
Paul and Silas, in Europe w ere w om en. A c.16:13

The first European convert w as a w om an. A c.16:14

A re these facts im portant?

D o they have a m essage for us?

D o they relate to w om en today?

I believe they do.

C lassic Exam ple O f A W inning W om an

There is no better exam ple of a W om an's Self-W orth, than
M ary of M agdala, a dem on-possessed business w om an w ho
cam e to Jesus, w as delivered by H im , becam e H is follow er and
supporter, assisted in the business arrangem ents, w as at the
cross, helped prepare H is body for burial, w as there w hen
Jesus arose and w as visited by H im , received H is m essage,



delivered it to the apostles, w as filled w ith the H oly Spirit on
the D ay of Pentecost, and obviously w as an anointed
m essenger and w itness of Jesus Christ in the early church.

Total D eliverance

M ary M agdalene had seven dem ons.

D em ons do terrible things to people. A  beautiful individual,
under the influence of evil, w ill com m it sins otherw ise
unim aginable.

Rem em ber, The thief [Satan] com es only to steal, and to kill
and to destroy. Jn.10:10 That is w hat dem ons w ere doing to
M ary. But Jesus cast those dem ons from  her so that she could
have life, real life, eternal and abundant life.

Jesus delivers from  bad habits that contam inate the body,
m ind and spirit, and causes us to develop habits that help to
cleanse and purify ourselves as w ell as others. W e save life
instead of destroying it.

That is w hat Jesus did for M ary w ho had the seven dem ons.
That is w hat H e is still doing for w om en and m en today.

A H appier Ending

In one of our crusades, three handsom e young m en flew  for
ten hours from  Europe, to attend the m eetings and to be
blessed.



Tw o beautiful young prostitutes saw  them  in tow n, follow ed
them  to their hotel and m ade every possible attem pt to lure the
handsom e young visitors to their room s.

But the fellow s w ere real Christiansð involved in
soulw inning m inistries am ong the youth of Europe. They knew
how  to present Christ to these girls.

The result:

Both ladies attended the crusade, heard T.L. O sborn's
m essage about the w om an of Sam aria w ho believed on
Christ and influenced her w hole village to com e and see
H is w onders.

The girls w ere saved and healed. They w ere referred to
one of the local pastors w ho w elcom ed them  to church.
They learned rapidly and becam e strong Christians and
faithful m em bers.

Later that pastor attended another crusade, w ith a
group from  his church. Those young w om en w ere am ong
them ; they had becom e stalw art Christians and now  they
have becom e leaders, teaching and sharing the Jesus-life
w ith others.

Jesus Christ cam e to those young ladies like H e cam e to
M ary M agdalene. H e delivered them  like H e delivered
M ary. They began to follow  H im  like M ary did.

That is w hat can happen to you. You m ay not be possessed
of seven dem ons, but w hatever your need is, Jesus is com ing



to youð right now, through this m essageð and before you
have finished reading it, your life is going to be identified w ith
H im  in a new  w ay. You w ill becom e one of God's w om en w ith
self-w orth.

A nd w hat happened next to M ary M agdalene?

From  Sham e To A G reat N am e

M ary w as com pletely delivered.

Jesus took the good in M aryð her God-given abilityð and
m ade her a useful, successful person. She becam e a m inister to
hum an needs. A ccording to respected Bible com m entaries, she
w as on Jesus' team  as H e w ent from  village to village.Lu.8:1-3

Jesus cam e to redeem  w om en the sam e as m en, and to use
them  as H is co-w orkers, H is disciples, H is m essengers, H is
representativesð just the sam e as H e used m en.

Since Jew ish religion traditionally suppressed w om en,
w riters of the Scriptures dared not m ake m uch m ention of their
acts of faith, but a close study of w om en in N ew  Testam ent
history clearly show s them  in places of great influence and
action, carrying out the new  role of the new  redeem ed w om an
in the church of Jesus Christ.

There is deliverance for every w om an on earthð not only
deliverance from  the chains and bondage of dem ons and sin,
but deliverance from  the chains and bondage of religious
tradition that has sentenced her to silence and restricted her to



the lim its im posed by m ale prejudice.

W hen Jesus becom es M aster of your life, you as a w om an
can do anything God puts in your heart to do. The bad is
choked out by the good w hich God grow s in you through H is
new  life.

W om an O f Esteem  O n Jesus' Team

A ccording to Bible scholars, M ary had business ability. She
w as actually a highly successful w om an. H er m adness w as
periodic. But in her rational tim es, she gained w ealth through
her God-given capability. But the devil tried to destroy her
talent. Then Jesus cam e and m ade her into a pillar of faith in
H is m inistry.

D r. John H aley says in his Bible com m entary that M ary
M agdalene w as perhaps the leading w om an of Jesus' group.
She w as one at the head of Jesus' religious w ork. She and
other w om en w ent ahead of Jesus to m ake necessary
preparations for H im  and the other m em bers of H is team .

M ary w as grateful for her new  life and show ed it by being
involved w ith Jesus' m inistry. That is a beautiful picture of
W om an's Self-W orth.

Subdued B y C hauvinism
Endued For Evangelism

I have a friend in A frica w ho is the w ife of a prom inent



evangelical leader.

U ntil she and here husband attended one of our W om en's
Conferences, she w as tim id, non-expressive and did little m ore
than w arm  a church pew.

H er husband w as revolutionized by our conference. H e saw
how  his ow n m ale superiority com plex m ade no allow ance for
his w ife's m inistry to develop. H er potential w as totally
uncultivated.

A s a successful leader, m y friend's husband w as inundated
by calls to preach and m inister. H e drove him self day and night,
alm ost to the breaking point, w hile his allegiance to archaic
religious tradition kept his w ife's pow erful personality and
energy shackled and restrained.

They both got their eyes open. H e saw  the terrible w aste of
hum an energy and influence that church tradition had im posed
by keeping the w om en of his great congregation in silence.

She realized how  ridiculous it w as for her to allow  herself to
be so subdued by chauvinistic prejudice. She had actually
retired w ithin herself and had even lost her drive for w inning
souls to Christ.

In the conference, I preached about how  Jesus delivered
M ary M agdaleneð not only from  dem ons, but from  the Jew ish
tradition that kept w om en as chattel and little above the anim al
level.

That couple w as deliveredð he from  his religious



chauvinism , and she from  her docile subm ission to m an's
inbred dom inance.

That A frican w om an, w ith the encouragem ent of her
revolutionized soulw inning husband, began to realize the fact
that she w as filled w ith the H oly Spirit the sam e as her
husband; that she had the sam e anointing, the sam e faculties
and the sam e responsibility to share Jesus w ith the w orld as
her husband.

She not only becam e a pow erful voice and influence in their
rapidly grow ing church organization, but she began to organize
the w om en of the area.

Today they have given birth to an A frican W om en's
O rganization of preachers, evangelists, church-builders,
convention-speakers, com m unity prom oters, hom e-builders,
school and clinic-organizers. They now  have built a Pan-
A frican W om en's H eadquarters Building and Teaching Center.
They have done it so w ell, that even the governm ent is
recognizing their influence and their contribution to their
nation.

B e Free From  N on-A ssertive Silence

M ary M agdalene w as com pletely delivered by Jesus Christ
ð not only from  dem ons, but from  Jew ish religious m ale
dom ination. A nd I pray that every w om an w ho reads this w ill
have a m iracle deliveranceð not only from  sin, disease and
negativism , but also from  the tradition of churchm en that locks
God's arm y of w om en in a pious w orld of silenceð w hich, by



the w ay, has been a great convenience for w om en w ho lack
drive and zeal and daring courage for God's w ork.

A fter all, how  convenient it is for w om en to excuse
them selves by sim ply saying, But I am  a w om an and I am  to be
silent. It is easy to have the adm iration of the m ale in the
church as long as you are silent and non-assertive.

But never forget: Strong m en never react negatively to the
qualified leadership and participation of strong w om en.

This w orld is lost.

The gospel m ust be proclaim ed
by every voice and instrum ent possible.

Christ's com m ission is to all believers. The Church can no
longer afford the silence of tw o-thirds of her constituency.

W om en As D isciples O f C hrist

M ary M agdalene becam e a follow er of Jesus. She w as one of
H is disciples. She sat at H is feet as a learner.

You can do the sam e. You learn by reading the Gospels.
M ake a study of Jesus' life and m inistry and you w ill see that
w om en are not to be subdued, inferior, non-expressive
Christians. W om en are redeem ed by Christ, to be H is
w itnesses, H is disciples, the sam e as m en. W om en w ere very
m uch a part of Jesus' life and m inistry then, and m ust continue
to be a vital part today.

W hen you read the Gospelsð M atthew, M ark, Luke and



Johnð you can m ake the teachings of Jesus com e alive by
putting your nam e in the scripture. Say w om an or she in place
of m an and he. Then pray, and Jesus w ill talk to you.

This is the w ay the Jesus-w om an of the Jesus church lives.

Age N ot A Factor

A  young girl w as converted in A frica. She loved Jesus and
w as sensitive to H is Spirit. She w anted to w ork for H im  and to
be an evangelist. But people scoffed at her. She w as a girl. Girls
could not preach. Girls had to becom e brides. They w ere w orth
a good price to their fathers w ho w ould collect a dow ry for
their m arriage.

D ay and night this girl yearned to tell others about Jesus.

O ne night she had a dream . She saw  her crippled
grandm other. She put her hands on her and the paralyzed
w om an w as m iraculously healed.

This girl got an idea from  a dream , and she acted upon it. She
w ent to her grandm other just as she had dream ed; she laid her
hands on the paralyzed w om an, in the nam e of Jesus, and the
m iracle took place. The w om an w as healed.

She realized that God had called her to m inister to the needs
of others. She obeyed. Soon she w as preaching to hundreds,
then thousands, then tens of thousands, and praying for the
m asses. She w as just a girl, but God w as using her and
m arvelous m iracles and conversions w ere taking place.



W hat a beautiful idea God hadð a teenage A frican village
girl, preaching to m ultitudes and leading them  to Christ.

That girl becam e one of God's W om en W ith Self-Esteem .

Som e H ave D ared

A im ee Sem ple M cPherson w as a young w om an from  the
prairies of W estern Canada.

She set out to preach Christ. It w as not easy. She w as
persecuted and criticized by theologians everyw here. She w as
a w om an. She should not preach. She should be silentð
w hether souls w ere going to hell or not. But she had a vision.
She had a call, and she paid the price to obey the call.

In religion, rules and traditions are so often given greater
im portance than life and deliverance.

It w as not easy for A im ee Sem ple M cPherson to load her
children and their scanty belongings in an old M odel-T Ford
Touring Car and cross the w estern desert, to carry the gospel
of healing and salvation to the new  California frontier.

But that courageous w om an reached som e of the greatest
crow ds in the history of evangelism , and brought peace and
healing m iracles and salvation to m ultitudes of people in
Christ's nam e.

Tens of thousands of people w ho w ere added to the
churches of that epoch w ere brought to Christ in the great
crusades w hich that w om an so bravely conducted.



She w as another of God's W om en W ith Self-Esteem .

Ever since G od poured out H is H oly Spirit on the w om en as
w ell as the m en, H e intended to use them  in the sam e w ay that
H e uses m en. But Jew ish heritage and culture predom inated
so that C hristian theological tradition has relentlessly kept
w om en in the background, and little has ever been recorded
about their faith exploits and gospel m inistries.

M ary M agdalene becam e a follow er of Jesus, an im itator of
H is life and m inistry. H e said, As M y Father has sent M e, even
so send I you, Jn20:21 and that includes the w om en.

Sow ing W hile G row ing

M ary M agdalene becam e a partner in her Lord's m inistry.

M ary, Joanna (the w ife of K ing H erod's business m anager)
and Susanna are w om en nam ed in the Gospels as som e of
those w ho contributed from  their private m eans to the support
of Jesus and H is disciples. Lu.8:2-3LB

These w om en had been healed, delivered or otherw ise
blessed by Jesus' teaching and they learned to share w ith
Jesus in m inistering to the needs of others. They expressed in a
m aterial w ay their gratitude to H im . They m ade it possible for
H is m inistry to reach m ore and m ore people.

M ary had heard and believed Jesus' m essage: G ive, and it
shall be given to you.Lu.6:38 She sow ed and she reaped. M ary
w as a giver. A s a follow er of Jesus, that is am ong the first



lessons to be learned in order to enjoy a fulfilled, happy life of
abundance.

There is no question in m y m ind but that God w ants a host
of M ary M agdalenes todayð enterprising w om en w ho can
build businesses into great successes, producing high profits
so that God's N o. 1 Job can be financed by them  w orldw ide.

U se It O r Lose It

A  young w om an w as converted in one of our A sian
crusades. She had a desire to spread the gospel to others.

She studied her Bible and began sharing Jesus w ith people.
Then she suddenly had a bright idea: Form  a business and
m ake m oney, then use the profits to organize and finance
evangelistic projects.

Like M ary M agdalene, she used her business talent as a
partnership for the m inistry of Christ until, not only did she
becom e an effective preacher, evangelist and Bible teacher
herself, but her business ability also developed into a pow erful
tool for evangelism .

She had an idea from  God: Put her business talent to w ork
for the m inistry of Christ. M ake m oney for H is w ork.

It w as just an idea, but she acted on it and, like M ary, she
becam e a partner w ith Christð not only preaching and reaching
souls herself, but building a business enterprise to finance the
evangelistic outreaches she had organized. She learned the
secret of grow ing her talents through use instead of losing



them  by m isuse.

W hat an incredible thing for an A sian w om an. W hat an
affront to theological tradition in A sia. A  w om an preacher in
A sia. But her idea w orked.

A nd I am  expecting to see arm ies of such w om en raised up
all over the w orld, anointed by the H oly Spirit, doing God's
w ork on every level, on a large scale.

That is the opportunity for God's W om en W ith Self-Esteem .

The U nlim ited W om an

W om en, anointed by God's Spirit can do anything m en can
do. Today they chauffeur trucks and buses, operate m achinery,
w eld steel, pilot airplanes, captain ships, direct conglom erates;
w om en are doctors, teachers, law yers, politicians; w om en are
governors, senators, judges, provincial com m issioners,
presidents and prim e m inisters of nations.

W hat a w aste for religious tradition to shackle this enorm ous
hum an resource for God and to restrict them  to pious silence in
God's N o. 1 Job.

Let Spirit-filled w om en com e dow n from  their fem inine
pedestals and be God's w om en, fulfilling H is dream ð cost
w hatever it m ay in m oney or physical effort or religious
opposition or persecution. Let w om en engage them selves in
the m inistry for w hich the H oly Spirit rests upon them ð
w itnessing of Jesus and sharing H im  w ith their w orld.



W om en, like M ary M agdalene, w ere partners in H is w ork
then, and w om en are used of God to m eet the needs of H is
w ork today. Jesus used hum an channels thenð both m en and
w om en alikeð and H e uses hum an channels today.

W om ankind Exonerated

M ary M agdalene proclaim ed Christ's m essage.

The m ost basic m essage of our Christian faith is the
resurrection of Jesus from  the dead. A m azing as it m ay seem , a
w om an w as the first person to proclaim  that great new s.

I believe that it is significant that Jesus trusted a w om an and,
in fact, ordained and com m issioned her to proclaim  the first
m essage of H is resurrection.

Jesus w as m aking it very clear that the redem ption of
hum ankind at the cross had restored w om anhood to her
original place of equality in God's plan.

In the beginning God created hum ankind, m ale and fem ale,
equal before H im . Jesus, through H is life, death and
resurrection redeem ed hum ankindð  m ale and fem ale, equally.

Equal Access

W om en and m en alike had access to God once again on an
individual and equal basis, w ith Jesus as their m ediator.

A s Paul said, W e are no longer Jew s or G reeks or slaves or
free m en or even m en or w om en, but w e are all the sam e. W e



are one in C hrist Jesus.G al.3:28LB

W om en, as w ell as m en, w ould now  be filled and anointed
w ith the sam e pow er of the sam e H oly Spirit, for the sam e
purpose and the sam e m inistryð to w itness of Jesus Christ and
to proclaim  H is gospel to every creature, in all the w orld.

W hat is preaching? Sim ply telling w hat you know  about
Jesus. W hen a Christian does that, and quotes som e Bible
verses to back up w hat is said, that is the greatest preaching
on earth.

M ary told w hat Jesus had done for her and she delivered her
m essage. That is preaching.

So, w hy should w om en not preach? If the Bible is to be
accepted and obeyed by all believers, then w om en and m en
alike (all believers) are com m issioned by Christ to go into all
the w orld, and preach the gospel to every creature.M k16:15

In fact, in the new  church that w as born on the day of
Pentecost, people w ere no longer m en or w om en, bond or free,
Jew s or Gentiles, preachers or non-preachers. A ll are Christ's
w itnesses.

So often in our m inistry together, m y husband, T.L. O sborn,
and I have had the great joy of seeing w om en (m en too, of
course) com e to Christ just like M ary M agdalene did and then
parallel her lifestyle as disciples of Jesus.

From  Prostitute To Pastor



In one of our Latin A m erican crusades, a prostitute accepted
Christ. She had been a castaw ay, abandoned because she w as
dying of cancer. W ith no hope of life, no know ledge of true
love and no faith in God, she w as brought to our crusade.

She listened as w e related the account of Jesus and of God's
plan of redem ption. She believed and accepted H im  into her
heart. H er eyes becam e a fountain of tears that bathed her face.

She said, O h, I feel so clean. I feel like a virgin again. That
aw ful guilt of sin is gone. I feel so free, so light, so w onderful.

Then she asked: W hat can I do to show  Jesus I love H im  and
am  H is follow er?

Every day she grew  in Christ and in a few  w eeks that form er
prostitute, healed of cancer, w as spending all of her tim e doing
w hat w e had counseled her to do, preaching and telling others
about Jesus.

Then the inevitable happened. She had led m any people to
Christ and she felt a responsibility to help them  m ore.

She built a large churchð a soulw inning churchð w ith
thousands of m em bers. She becam e a respectable pastor and
leaderð sim ply because she had never been told that a w om an
w as not supposed to do such things.

She taught each new  believer w hat she had learned:

1. Tell others w hat Jesus had done for you;



2. Q uote scriptures to prove it;

3. Tell them  H e w ill do the sam e for them .

W ill you do less?

The W orld Is Your Field

If the traditional church requires you, as a w om an, to be
silent w ithin their w alls, do not let that bother you. Go w here
there is a need for your m essage of good new s. A fter all, m ost
people inside the church w alls have already heard of Jesus
Christ.

Should you feel lim ited in your m inistry just because you are
m uffled inside the institutionalized church?

The w hole w orld is your field.

So, rather than com plain about the little corners w here you
m ight be restricted, lift up your eyes and look on the fields of
the w hole w orld, w here neither tradition nor Paul's restrictions
apply any lim its w hatsoever to your m inistry.

W hen Jesus com m anded: G o into all the w orld, and preach
the gospel to every creature,M k.16:15 that com m ission w as for
every believer, regardless of gender, color, race or culture.

W ith The W om en

M ary M agdalene w as filled w ith the H oly Spirit and anointed
to be Christ's w itness. She w as at the prayer m eeting in the



U pper Room  follow ing the ascension of Jesus.A c.1:13-14

M ary w as alw ays there. She w as faithful. She left M agdala to
stay w ith Jesus and H is other disciples. She w as w ith H im  to
the end. She w as at the trial in Pilate's H all and she w as at
Calvary.

She w as w ith H im  at the cross. She helped prepare H is body
for burial. She w as at the tom b. She had patience to stay w hen
others gave up. She loved H im  w hen others denied H im .

M ary heard H im  say H e w ould rise again. Evidently she
never forgot H is w ords. She searched for her Lord. She did not
take another's w ord; and she resisted the doubts of others.
W hy? Because she had faith. She had heard Jesus
teach.Lu.1:18,31-33 H er faith had com e by hearing H is ow n
w ords.R om .10:17

M ary w as there w hen Christ appeared near the sepulchre.
H er faithfulness paid off because she heard Jesus call her by
nam e. A nd she w as the first one sent to announce H is
resurrection.

A nd she w as there w hen the H oly Spirit descended. Jesus
had told them  not to leave Jerusalem  until the H oly Spirit
cam e on them  in fulfillm ent of the Father's prom ise.Ac.1:4LB
M ary M agdalene w as there.

The Bible nam es the eleven disciples present am ong about a
hundred and tw enty people w ith the w om en.Ac.1:15,14TAB



M ary w as often nam ed am ong the group of partners w ho
supported and follow ed Jesus; and she had seen the Lord at
the sepulchre and w as sent by H im  to tell of H is resurrection.
You can be sure she w as one of the w om en present w hen the
H oly Spirit descended.

M ary w as filled w ith the H oly Spirit, the sam e as the m en
w ho w ere present. A nd her receiving this pow er had to be for
the sam e purpose:

You shall be w itnesses of M e to the utterm ost part of the
earth.Ac.1:8

It w ould be difficult for a w om an to fulfill this purpose, or to
prophesy as Peter announced that the w om en w ould do,A c.2:17
and rem ain silent.

M ary, therefore, becam e one of the truly em ancipated
w om en, God's creation, redeem ed and equipped to go
anyw here as H is w itness.

The prophecy of Joel w as fulfilled.Joel 2:28

God began to pour out H is Spirit on all flesh. H is sons and
H is daughters began to prophesy, and M ary w as one of them .

Suprem e Esteem  For W om en

A  new  day daw ned w hen Jesus cam eð for w om en and m en
alike.

W e have liberty. W e are no longer slaves. W e are no longer



bound. W e have been set free. W hy? Because w e are loved.
W e are esteem ed. W e are needed. W e are part of Jesus' church.
W e are m em bers of H is body. H e is depending on us. The
w orld is depending on us.

M ary M agdalene is a sym bol of w hat Jesus cam e to do.

A t the resurrection Christ defeated death, hell and the grave.
H e broke dow n the w alls of division. H e annulled the law s of
segregation. H e abolished the curse of racial and gender
prejudice.

In H is death, burial and resurrection, H e defeated Satan once
and for all.

The new, liberated church w as born.

The Jesus-w om an for the Jesus-church em erged as a
redeem ed, Spirit-filled, pow erful w om an to fill the role for w hich
God created and destined her.

C hoose To Love

N ow  w e have a choice. W e can choose to serve, follow, obey
and love our Lord. A s for m e, I choose Jesus and the life H e
offers m e and every other w om an and m an.

H ow  about you?

This is your m om ent of decision:

1. To accept Jesus in your life as your Savior and Lord;



R om .10:9

2. To becom e H is follow er in all things; M at.16:24

3. To let H im  love, serve and deliver through you; M at:25:40

4. To becom e involved in soulw inning; M at.4:19

5. To becom e a sow er, a giver, an organizer; Lu.6:38

6. To pray earnestly and listen for H is answ er to you
personally; M at.7:7

7. To be filled w ith the Spirit so that you w ill have pow er
to be H is w itness; A c.1:8

8. To w itnessð to proclaim  that Jesus is alive and is the
sam e yesterday, today and forever.H eb.13:8

A re you ready to begin this new  life today?

First, this new  concept had to be form ed in you, and that has
already happened to you through reading this m essage.

N ow, your future, your new  status, your new  life of love and
happiness and success and achievem ent and self-esteem  all
depend upon your w illingness to m ake a decision right here
and now, and to say to yourself and to God; from  today, I w ill
recognize W om an's Self-W orth.

A re you ready to do that right now ? Your decision w ill be
the key that unlocks an exciting and successful new  future for
you.



Pray this decisive prayer of com m itm ent to Christ.

Prayer

O  Lord, I am  Your child, created in Your im age, with
Your breath breathed into m e.

I am  a channel for Your H oly Spirit to work throughð
an esteem ed hum an person for C hrist to live in.

I have looked up to the heavens, and I have had a new
vision of m yself in Your hands. I have dream ed a new
dream .

I want, m ore than anything else in this world, to be
Your instrum ent for good.

I am  Your child, created for a unique purpose, and I am
determ ined, from  this day, to fulfill Your dream  for m y
life.

O  Lord Jesus, how m arvelous to know what You did
through M ary M agdalene. D o as m uch through m e.

The dem ons that possessed her want to lim it m e too.
D em ons of negativism  and fear, of poor self-esteem , of
tim idity and of inferiority, of subjection and traditionð
drive them  from  m y life forever.

H elp m e to discover all that I am  in You, so that I can
rise above these negative influences that have restricted
m y usefulness.



Transform  m y life like You did M ary M agdalene's.

Thank You that You have lifted m e out of subjection and
inferiority, and have put m y feet on the solid road where I
can becom e one of Your W om en W ith Self-E steem .

Thank You for finding m e and for restoring m e like
You did M ary M agdalene.

I am  Your follower. I choose to share in Your m inistry,
to be Your partner.

I am  restored. I am  esteem ed. I am  anointed to witness
to others. I receive You in m y life.

From  this m om ent, Your blood cleanses m e. Your life is
m ine. M y past is gone forever.

M y weakness and inferiority, m y defeat and denial of
what You created m e for, are gone forever.

From  today, I am  Your wom an of esteem , fulfilling Your
dream .

I am  Your follower.

Thank You for Your new life. Truly, I am  born again
today.

I am  a new creature in C hrist Jesus. Thank You Lord.

A m en.



N ow  that you have taken this im portant step, register your
decision before God right now.

A s an act of faith, fill in the coupon I have included. It w ill be
a lasting testim ony of your personal experience today.

M Y D EC ISIO N

TO D A Y I H AVE read W om en &  Self-Esteem . I have
discovered the life God created m e for.

Jesus Christ, You are m y Lord. I believe that you died
for m eð a w om an, to redeem  m e because You esteem  m e.

I com m it m y life to do m y best to please You, Lord, in all
that I think and say and do. W ith Your grace and help, I
shall share You w ith others.

Relying on You to help m e and to keep m e by Your
grace, I have m ade this decision today in the nam e of m y
Savior and Redeem er, Jesus Christ.

Signed:_____________________

D ate:_______________________

God bless you.









C hapter 2

TO TAL FR EED O M

A S A W O M A N , do not accept the subm issive, silent,
inferior role that you have been assigned by religion and
by culture.

W hen you accept Jesus as Lord of your life, you have
no other m aster. H e desires to express H is love and
leadership through you.

The wom an believer (C hristian) who accepts cultural
restrictions and religious restraints is lim iting Jesus
who craves expression through her. O nly she can lim it
C hrist at work in and through her life.

It takes courage for a wom an to be what G od created
her to be. She can be a Jesus-wom an if she does not fear
what people say about her; if she accepts G od's will and
lets go of the sanctim onious patriarchal indoctrination
she m ay have inherited.

I have seen the twins which religion gives birth to
ð culture and tradition. R eligious wom en often go
through life doing what they are expected to do rather
than what they choose to do. They live with obligations
rather than options. They bow to rules and requirem ents
instead of enjoying the pleasure of responding to and of
cultivating G od's ability within them .



The H oly Spirit of G od in a wom an is not m eant to be
silent. This is good news. B elieve it and live in com plete
freedom .

TH ERE IS A  STO RY in the gospel of Luke that is tim eless in its
m essage. In fact, each account w e have of Jesus' encounters
w ith people contains a contem porary m essage for us. Though
hidden from  the casual, indoctrinated reader, fresh, new  truth
lies em bedded in the Gospels, just w aiting to be discovered by
a hungry, searching believer.

Jesus displayed the nature, the desire, the love and the w ill
of God our heavenly Father in everything H e did. Jn.5:19; 14:9
W om en can trust the exam ple of Jesus. W om en are to em ulate
H is attitude and H is conduct, in every situation and in every
relationship. That is the w ay w e strive for perfection in
Christ.M at.5:48

G od's C haracter C om es Through

W hen Jesus w alked the religious tightrope, that is, w hen H e
taught in the synagogue or addressed very religious people,
God's character of love alw ays cam e through loud and clear.

Take for exam ple the tim e:

Jesus w as teaching in one of the synagogues on the
sabbath. There w as a seriously handicapped w om an
present w ho had been bent double for eighteen years and
w as unable to straighten herself.



W hen Jesus saw  her, H e called her to H im  and said,
W O M AN , YO U  ARE LO O SED  from  your infirm ity.

And H e laid H is hands on her: and im m ediately she
w as m ade straight, and she recognized and thanked and
praised G od.Lu.13:10-13

Follow ing this great dem onstration of God's gentle love for
w om en, w e see a typically >religious dem onstration of harsh
contem pt for w om en.

But God's honesty com es through in Jesus as H e replies to
the ruler of the synagogue:

You hypocrite, does not each one of you on the
sabbath loose your ox or your ass from  the stall, and lead
it aw ay to w ater?

O U G H T N O T this W O M AN , being a daughter of
Abraham , w hom  Satan has bound these eighteen years,
BE LO O SED  from  this bond on the sabbath day?
Lu.13:15-16

Sounds O f Liberation

For nearly 2,000 years those w ords of Jesus continue to be
heard, W O M A N , YO U  A RE LO O SED ð W O M A N , BE FREE!
W om en around the w orld are picking up the sound of those
liberating w ords of Jesus and are standing up, loosed from
inferiority, tim idity, unw orthiness and other cultural, religious
bondage.



I like the w ay Jesus spoke to that hum an person in the
Jew ish synagogue. H e indicated her original identity, the only
non-cluttered nam e she could be called: W O M A N . W ith that
title, there w as no segregating or categorizing needed. There
w as no advantage in know ing if she w ere som eone's w ife,
m other, sister, neighbor, or friend. There w as m uch to be
gained by the classification of w om an, the fem ale expression of
God in w hose im age she w as m ade.

H ad that w om an been called by any other identifying nam e,
an im m ediate classification w ould have been m ade, and a
cultural value established. For exam ple, a w idow  had a certain
value, a w ife another, a m other of a son yet another, and of
course the virgin daughter w as rated at the top of the heap.

Regardless of your social title, your identity as a w om an is
your purest reflection of your heavenly Father. It is very
im portant to rem em ber your w orth. The sam e price w as paid to
redeem  you as w as paid for every hum an person. N one are
inferior. A ll are endow ed w ith excellence. Jn.3:16-17

Religious leaders or rulers have no right to intim idate or to
discrim inate against you as a w om an. Jesus is your only
perfect exam ple. H e did not em ulate religion. H e w as God in the
flesh; divine love in a hum an body. H e never em barrassed,
frightened, threatened or discouraged w om en. Rather, H e lifted,
encouraged, befriended and reassured even the m ost
disadvantaged person in society. Jesus C hrist is the sam e
yesterday, and today and forever.H eb.13:8 H is m agnificent
m anner is unchanged. H e sees you w here you are, as you are.



Your m uzzle, your bridle, your obstacles and your shackles
have H is attention. Trust H im  and H e w ill com m unicate
FREED O M  to you.

W om an, be free! W om an, you are loosed! These are
pronouncem ents of your freedom  by Jesus Christ.

R eligious C onceit C onfronted

The religious ruler in the synagogue retaliated w ith brazen
conceit w hen Jesus gave the im paired w om an her freedom . Can
you im agine such rude treatm ent of a guest, anyw here except
w ithin the strict lim its of pious religiosity?

Jesus know s how  to relate to us, as w e are, w here w e are.
A nd H e did a terrific job of com m unicating an appraisal in one
single w ord.

The ruler w aylaid the people w ith indignation, saying: There
are six days in w hich to labor: in them  therefore com e and be
healed and not on the sabbath. Lu.13:14

H is contem pt for hurting people sparked a stinging response
from  Jesus: You H YPO C RITE!

A  hypocrite is a deceiver. A  charlatan in a position of
leadership, leads people astray. This religious ruler w as so
intent on follow ing the letter of their law  that he m issed the
greatest opportunity of his life. H e had seen God yet he never
recognized H im  because of his arrogance. H e w as blinded by
religion.



A  hypocrite is a traitor w ho w ill prom ise you one thing but
w ill do another.

A  hypocrite is a sw indler, a cheater, a pretender.

Jesus w as conveying a m essage in that one w ord: You
pretend to represent God but inside you are a cruel and
insensitive person. You w ho w ere entrusted w ith the law s of
God have perverted them  by adding to them . You have
segregated and divided people to suit your ow n bigoted
schem e.

C ultivation O r Indoctrination?

Religion paints a distorted picture of God. This ruler did not
recognize God in the flesh because he only knew  the God his
religion had form ed in his m ind. H e knew  a harsh, m acho God
but did not recognize God in the gentle, loving Jesus.

Religion has been called an opiate that prevents people from
detecting its trickery and induces inaction.

Religion is an attitudinizer. Religious teachers, like this ruler
of the synagogue w here Jesus w as teaching, form  people's
attitudes tow ard Godð and each other, by their biased
teachings. O ur habitual m odes of regarding people (and
especially w om en) com e from  religion. W hen w e believe on
Jesus and accept H im  as Lord and Savior of our lives, w e can
then be delivered from  the spirit of religion.

W hen the spirit of religion is gone from  us, then w e can
receive the H oly Spirit of God and cultivate the God-given



ability to becom e like Christ.

Guard your attitude by exam ining the seeds sow n in
your m ind.

Check them  against the life and teachings of Jesus.

Repel the false seeds; receive the seeds of truth.

N ow  that w e have had a glim pse of the religious ruler, w e can
turn our attention back to the w om an w ho w as at the center of
the action at the synagogue on the sabbath.

She stood betw een:

religion and right,
loathing and love,
tradition and truth,

contem pt and com passion,
disgrace and H is grace,

and she cam e out a w inner.

W hy w as she at the synagogue? She w as not allow ed in the
m ain w orship a>rea w hich w as reserved for m ale Jew s.

B elief B ased O n B ias

Separation w as the principle upon w hich both tem ple and



synagogue w orship w ere founded. They em phasized the
distinction betw een hum anity and God, Jew  and Gentile, m en
and w om en, priests and people.

The tem ple building, including the foyer, w as divided into six
separate areas or courts, rising one above another.

The Court of the Gentiles w as the only part to w hich
foreigners w ere adm itted. This court w as also located on the
low est level and w as outside the actual tem ple proper.

The Sacred Enclosure w as three feet above the Gentile
Court. Gentiles w ere forbidden to pass beyond their allocated
area, under penalty of death.

The Court of W om en (som etim es called The Treasury) w as
three feet higher than the Sacred Enclosure, into w hich Jew ish
w om en w ere perm itted to com e. H ow ever, the w om en w ere not
allow ed to go beyond their court.

The Court of Israel w as ten feet higher than the Court of
W om en and only m ale Jew s could enter.

The Court of Priests w as yet three feet above the Court of
Israel, w hich w as reserved for priests.

The H ouse of God w as eight feet above the Court of the
Priests, and w as divided into tw o com partm ents, The H oly
Place and The H oly of H olies. Priests entered into the H oly
Place to perform  certain duties at stated tim es, but only the
high priest could enter the H oly of H olies once a year, on the
D ay of A tonem ent.



The exclusion of the Gentiles from  the actual tem ple proper,
show ed that the Jew s regarded them selves as the chosen
people of God and therefore, com pletely separated them selves
from  other nations.

The different levels of the courts and the prohibitions
concerning access to them , em phasized the strict class
distinctions in the Jew ish system  of religion.

The inaccessibility of the H oly of H olies to all, except the
high priest on one day each year, w as a continual object lesson
concerning the holiness of God and H is separation from
people.

Im posed R eligious Isolation

Jew ish synagogues w ere patterned after their tem ples.

The form  and internal arrangem ent of the synagogue w ould
depend on the w ealth of the Jew s w ho erected it, and w here it
w as built. But there are certain traditional peculiarities w hich
have united Jew ish synagogues of all ages and countries.

O ne such traditional oddity is the segregation of the w om en
from  the w orship area. They w ere confined to a separate,
usually upper gallery or behind a partition of lattice-w ork w here
they could not be seen.

Religious isolation, discrim inating barriers and pious
restrictions w ere visible at the synagogue the day the w om an
bent double m et Jesus in person. But w hy w as she there?
W hat m otivated her to clim b the staircase up to the w om en's



gallery? W as religion her stim ulus? O r had she heard that Jesus
w ould be at the synagogue on the sabbath?

Tradition O r Truth?

Religion does interesting things to w om en. A ll over the
w orld I have seen different religions at w ork. I have decided
that the culture of a nation, her traditions, her custom s and her
attitudes take shape in the m old of her religion. Religion is a
strong force, but the pow er of Jesus is stronger. Religious habit
m ay have gotten the w om an to the synagogue on the sabbath,
but one greater than religion and greater than the sabbath m et
her need.

God's love and com passion for w om ankind w as w onderfully
dem onstrated that day. If culture, tradition and religion are
holding you back, or are bending you to a subm issive,
subservient level, Jesus' declaration is for you:

W om an, be free! W om an, you are loosed!

I have seen the tw ins w hich religion gives birth toð culture
and tradition.

Religious w om en often go through life doing w hat they
are expected to do rather than w hat they choose to do.

They live w ith obligations rather than options.

They bow  to rules and requirem ents instead of
enjoying the pleasure of responding to and of



cultivating God's ability w ithin them .

A s a w om an, alw ays rem em ber: Your designated place is
follow ing Jesus, and your subm ission is to Christ. This is God's
good new s for you. H e paid a big price for your FREED O M . Be
free from  your shackles. Jn.8:36

So C hrist has m ade us free. N ow  m ake sure that you
stay free and don't get all tied up again in the chains of
slavery to Jew ish law s and cerem onies.G al.5:1LB

Lim ited, Labeled B ut Learning

This w om an w ith physical lim itations put forth the effort
necessary to get to the synagogue. I believe she had heard
that Jesus w as there. That is w hy she w as there. A lso, I believe
that Jesus knew  she w as com ing. H e also know s all about you.
A s you are reading this good new s, Jesus is ready to m ake
contact w ith you. Be sensitive to H is voice. D o w hat H e tells
you to do just like the w om an bent double did, and you too w ill
be totally free today.

A s a w om an, do not accept the subm issive, silent, inferior
role that you have been assigned by religion and by culture.
W hen you accept Jesus as Lord of your life, you have no other
m aster. H e desires to express H is love and leadership through
you.

The w om an believer (Christian) w ho accepts cultural
restrictions and religious restraints is lim iting Jesus w ho craves



expression through her. O nly she can lim it Christ at w ork in and
through her life. Your body is the tem ple of the H oly G host.
1C or.6:19 The H oly Spirit of God in a w om an is not m eant to be
silent. This is good new s. Believe it and live in com plete
freedom .

N o rabbi had ever done w hat Jesus did that day in the
synagogue. But Jesus w as m ore than a rabbi. H e w as God in
the flesh. I can just see H im  as H e w as teaching, looking all
around. H e saw  the ruler of the synagogue, then som e
im portant Jew ish m en in their special seats of honor, then the
sanctuary full of patriarchal Jew s. But Jesus kept looking,
penetrating the barrier w hich concealed and shut off the
w om en. I see H is full attention centering on that lim ited, labeled
w om an of low  esteem .

H allm arking W om ankind

A s H e looked beyond and above those proper, pious,
prejudiced m en, anticipation, hope and faith w ere born in the
w om en's gallery. Every eye w as on Jesus! God w as going into
action! It w as tim e for a denouncem ent of divisions, a
proclam ation of priorities, the hallm arking of w om ankind and
the silencing of the self-righteous.

Jesus called the w om an forw ard to w here H e w as.Lu. 13:12 In
that invitation, the w om an heard love and com passion. That
gave her the strength and courage to obey H is call. She trusted
Jesus m ore than she feared the religious system .



It took courage to be w hat God created her to be. She can be
a Jesus-w om an if she does not fear w hat people say about her;
if she accepts God's w ill and lets go of the sanctim onious
patriarchal indoctrination she m ay have inherited.

Jesus called the w om an to him self in the presence of
everyone. H e w as not asham ed to identify w ith her and her
need. H e is not asham ed of you. H e identifies w ith you as you
are, w here you are. Be courageous and trust H im . H is attitude
tow ard this w om an show s God's character, H is nature.

Jesus has not changed, but H e changed:

Sabbath to Sanction

Restriction to Restoration

Isolation to Realization

Ruling to Reigning

D egradation to Jubilation

Resignation to D ecision

Bondage to Freedom

Chains to C hange

And Jesus C hrist is the sam e yesterday, and today, and
forever.H eb.13:8

C ourageous And C ured



W hen I read about this w om an w ho w as bent double, I
alw ays think of w om en around the w orld. I have seen so m any
of them  in this sam e physical, m ental and spiritual condition.

The m other of K ariuki, the m adm an w ho w as delivered from
dem ons in one of our East A frican crusades, w as just such a
w om an. From  early childhood she had carried loads far beyond
her physical capacity. A s a result, she w as bent double and
could not lift herself up.

A fter her son w as m iraculously restored to sanity, K ariuki's
m other decided to put forth the effort to com e to our gospel
crusade. This w as not easy because she w as bent double, the
area w as hilly and the m ultitude w as vast. H er struggle paid off.
For the first tim e in her life she heard the Good N ew s of Jesus.
Then she accepted H im  as her personal savior. She w as
instantly freed from  her bondage. She could stand up, bend,
jum p, run and w as com pletely healed. She w as a totally freed
w om an.

Jesus is still calling w om en w ho are bent under im possible
burdens to com e to w here H e is. H e cares about you. H e
desires to lift your burdens and to give you strength to stand
up, free from  your psychological, physical and spiritual
bondage. H e w ants to m inister to the needs of hurting people
through you.

Identified, D ignified And Justified

In order for this w om an to go to the part of the synagogue
w here Jesus w as, it required a great deal of faith, trust and



courage on her part. She left the segregated gallery, ascended
the stairs cautiously and transcended the sacred threshold of
the m en's area. Every head w as turned in her direction. Every
eye w as fixed either on Jesus, or the w om an, the object of H is
love.

There is a price that m ust be paid for freedom , and she w as
paying the price. She risked being killed by religious purists.
Jesus w as also at risk because Jew ish Law  prescribed a stiff
penalty for defiling the sabbath or for doing any w ork on that
day.Ex.31:14; N um .15:32-35 The religious rulers considered healing
to be w ork.

A s the w om an bent double held on to her ankles for support,
she inched her w ay tow ard the speaker. You see, Jesus could
have m et her at the doorw ay to save her any hum iliation or
reprisal. Som ehow, I believe it w as necessary for her to totally
penetrate the w orship area and to reach Jesus at that very
sacred spot in the synagogue. W hat a m essage of liberation
w as being dem onstrated.

A s she entered the m ain area of w orship, Jesus spoke to her
and said, W om an, you are loosed from  your infirm ity. Lu.13:12

Then as she cam e near, Jesus laid H is hands on her.v.13 W hy
did Jesus proceed to lay H is hands on this w om an? H e had
spoken and H is w ords had brought healing. W as that not
sufficient?

G reater Than The Law



It is w onderful to see the very nature of our heavenly Father
being show n in H is only begotten Son, Jesus. Religious
tradition and culture had already depreciated w om en to a
low er status than m en, had sentenced them  to servitude and
sham e in the nam e of God and had even excluded them  from
direct access to H im .

In this one encounter Jesus had already violated four Jew ish
law s. H e had:

Spoken to the w om an in public;

Brought her into the area reserved for m enð the alleged
superior gender;

Brought her to the speaker's platform , a very holy place
in the synagogue;

H ealed her, w hich w as w ork on the sabbath.

N ow  H e w ould com m it a fifth violation:

H e touched this w om an in public.

H ere w ere five violations of religious law  that becam e five
steps of grace, m ercy and truth.

The w om an cooperated. She w as obedient. She w as
courageous. She cast religious rules and regulations aside and
accepted Jesus as being greater than tradition and culture. In
order to be freed from  her shackles it w as necessary for her to
go all the w ay and to do everything that Jesus asked her to do.



Because she w as obedient to H im , she w as m ade w hole.

C hange Your W orld

A s a w om an, you are no different. Go all out for Jesus in
spite of any tradition that curtails you and be m ade com pletely
w hole psychologically, physically and spiritually. Release your
religious hang-ups. They w ill never lead you to God.

W om an, BE FREE! W hat a com m and! W hat a declaration!
W hat an opportunity! W hen Jesus says you can, you m ust.
W om an, be free!

You are set at liberty from  the dom inion of Satan. Sin no
longer has pow er over you. You no longer need to subm it to
the control of another person. W om an, Be Free, in the nam e of
Jesus. D ecide to be free now !

You are unchained from  religious restrictions. You are free
from  your psychological problem s. W om an, be free! You are
valuable. Jesus esteem s you. You are im portant to God's dream
for hum ankind. H e needs you to m inister love to people. God
w ills to show  H is m agnificent m ercy through you. D o not keep
silent. Speak up for your Liberator, Jesus Christ.

Be as courageous in your approach to Jesus as that disabled
w om an w as in Bible days. For eighteen years she had been
unable to stand upright. H ow  dem oralizing that m ust have
been. H ow  m any sabbaths had com e and gone? H ow  m any
trips had she m ade to the synagogue? The day Jesus m et her
there, her w orld w as changed. Jesus w ill change you too. Then



you can change your w orld.

W om an, you are loosed from  your infirm ity.Lu.13:12 You are
released. You are forgiven. You are pardoned. You are liberated.

Jesus m ade that pronouncem ent for tim e and eternity. H e
m ade it for you. W om an, BE FREE! W om an, you are loosed!
You can preach. You can teach. You can be a Jesus-w om an! Be
free from  the top of your head to the bottom  of your feet. Be
courageous and cooperate w ith Jesus. H e is calling you to H im .
H e is telling you: W om an, you are loosed from  your infirm ity.
A ccept H is liberation and be m ade w hole.

Jesus said, W om an, you are loosed. Your bond is broken.
Your chains are dissolved. You are unrestrained.

Prioritizing H um ankind

You m ay be like that w om an.

She had been looking at feet w hile others w ere seeing a
beautiful blue sky.

She saw  im possibilities w hile others saw  opportunities.

She w as restricted and lim ited w hile others w ere
unlim ited and had no controls.

Jesus gave her pow er to stand up, to step up, to look up and
to rise up to a status she had never know n before. A ll things
becam e possible because she had courage and confidence.

W om an, BE FREE! Jesus sets you free. W hen the Son m akes



you free, you are indeed free. Jn.8:36 You shall know  the truth
and the truth shall set you free. Jn.18:32

Jesus confronted the religious system . H e brought a new
day to w om ankind. H e introduced a new  w orld of thought. H e
ushered in new  possibilities and opportunities. A nd H e took
H is m essage to the center of religion, to the platform  of
orthodox authority.

H e reflected God's attitude tow ard fem ale hum an persons.
N o other teacher had stood in the synagogue and resolutely
overruled five religious law s in order to prioritize a w om an.
W hat Jesus did then, H e did for you as w ell as for that disabled
w om an. H e show ed how  unorthodox God is, how  available H e
is and how  no ordinance of religion can change, control or
opinionate God. God is Love! H e has alw ays been and w ill
alw ays be, Love. If your religion teaches otherw ise, Jesus says
to you, W om an, you are free! W alk out of your bondage. W alk
tow ard Jesus just like that w om an did. W hen she reached H im ,
she w as m ade w hole.

Tradition C an Terrorize

If you have been terrorized or censored by religious rulers; if
tradition has you bent and bound; turn to Jesus. W hen you
m ake contact w ith H im , your shackles w ill dissolve w hether
they are religious, psychological, physical or spiritual. Be free,
in the nam e of Jesus.

Jesus sets you free from  negative thoughts, from  guilt, from



self-condem nation, from  feelings of inferiority, tim idity, fear,
anxiety and depression.

Jesus sets w om en free from  alcoholism  and from  drugs.
W hen you are m ade w hole by Jesus, your desires, thoughts
and habits change. Religion cannot change you. Jesus can and
does because H e gives you a new  life, H is life.

A  young prostitute cam e to one of our m eetings. She sold
her body to support her drug habit. She had been in and out of
prison but that never changed her. A  leopard cannot change its
spots. But w hen she heard the gospel, she discovered new
purpose for her life. She accepted Jesus as her personal savior.
H er life w as com pletely transform ed and she set out on a
m ission of love to lead depraved hum an beings to Jesus.

W hat a transform ation takes place w hen a life is touched by
Jesus. H e forgives, heals and restores in just a m om ent of tim e.
Religion cannot do this for you, but Jesus can and w ill.
W om an, you are loosed from  your shackles. BE FREE, in Jesus'
nam e.

B eautiful, Positive, W onderful

In the synagogue on that sabbath day, the religious ruler
becam e very angry. A n authority higher than his had spoken.
Jesus, the Son of God, did not subm it to rules. H e just did
som ething beautiful and positive and w onderful for one of
God's creation. That act of love drew  the hypocrite out of his
corner. Then the people could see the difference betw een
religion and love at w ork. They could m ake a choice. They



could choose Jesus or religion. They could follow  religion
w hich saw  only the im portance of a rule being violated, or they
could accept Jesus w ho saw  a broken hum an person and took
the initiative to m ake her w hole.

Basically, those are the sam e options w e have todayð
religion or Jesus. They are not synonym ous. They represent
different w orlds. They lead to different destinies. O ne is death,
the other is life. Jesus said: I am  the w ay, the truth, and the life.
W hoever has G od's Son has life; w hoever does not have H is
Son, does not have life.Jn.14:6

Jesus challenged the haughty hypocrite: D oes not each of
you on the sabbath loose your ox or ass from  the stall and
lead it aw ay to w ater? Lu.13:15

And ought not this w om an, w hom  Satan has bound for
eighteen years be loosed from  this bondage on the sabbath
day? Lu.13:16

This hypocrite w as outw ardly concerned about religion, but
inw ardly, he w as a cruel, insensitive person. H e had m ore
concern for an anim al than he did for a hum an person created
in God's im age. H e w ould gladly unshackle an ox so it could
satisfy its thirst on the sabbath. Yet he w as angered w hen
Jesus unshackled that w om an on the sabbath.

This disabled w om an had a thirst that only Jesus could
quench. H e dissolved her shackles and she drank until she w as
satisfied.



Eclipsing R eligion

Jesus introduced a set of values w hich eclipsed those of
religion.

Jesus released w om ankind from  the bondage and harshness
of religious rules and introduced the hum an race to m ercy and
forgiveness. Therefore, you need not stay bent dow n under
ordinances and coercions.

W om an, be free! You are special. You are a unique creation of
your heavenly Father. H e sent H is Son, Jesus, to show  you
how  m uch H e cares for you. H e needs you. H e believes in you.
You are im portant to H is dream  for hum ankind.

Jesus is your Liberator, your Friend, your Savior. Jesus is
your H ealer, your Provider, your Peace, your Protection. Jesus
gives you pardon, peace, pride, and purpose.

The attitude of other people cannot hurt you. Your attitude
is w hat counts. W hat is your attitude? D o you choose to
follow  Jesus? A re you free? A re your shackles gone?

A fter the w om an in bondage w as set free, w hat do you think
she did? D id her life rem ain as it w as before? I think not. I
believe she becam e one of those w ho follow ed Jesus as H e
w ent from  tow n to tow n show ing the m ultitudes how  m uch
God loves them .

You are ready to take that step right now. A ccept Jesus as
your personal savior. Take these five easy but vital steps. You
can do it now.



The first step is:

Recognize that all have sinned and all fall short of
G od's glorious ideal.Rom .3:23 Sin separates you from
God.

The second step is:

Repent, be sorry for your sins. Except you repent you
w ill perish.Lu.13:3 A nd rem em ber, G od so loved the
w orld, that H e gave H is only begotten Son, that
w hoever believes in H im  should not perish, but have
everlasting life.Jn.3:16

The third step is:

Confess your sins to God. H e/she that covers sin shall
not prosper; but w hoever confesses and forsakes their
sins shall have m ercy.Prov.28:13

If w e confess our sins, G od is faithful and just to forgive
our sins and to cleanse us from  all
unrighteousness.1Jn.1:9

The fourth step is:

A sk God to forgive you for every sin you have ever
com m itted. In Jesus C hrist w e have redem ption
through H is blood, the forgiveness of sins according to
the riches of H is grace.Eph.1:7



A nd the fifth step is:

Receive Jesus as Savior. For if you tell others w ith
your ow n m outh that Jesus C hrist is your Lord, and
believe in your ow n heart that G od has raised H im
from  the dead, you w ill he saved.Rom .10-9-10

You can m ake contact w ith Jesus right now.

Pray this prayer w ith m e. A nd rem em ber: Praying is sim ply
talking to God w ho is your loving heavenly Father. H e receives
you w ith love.

D ear heavenly Father, thank You for sending Your Son,
Jesus, to be m y Liberator.

Thank You for loving m e so m uch that You provided a
way out of m y bondage of sin.

You gave Your Son, Jesus, who gave H is life for m e.

That dem onstrates the value You place on m e as a
wom an.

Father, I accept Your forgiveness and Your life through
Jesus C hrist.

Thank You, Jesus, for showing m e that I do have a
choice.

I choose to be a follower of Jesus C hristð a Jesus-
person; and I choose to never lim it you in m y life because
I am  a wom an.



Thank You, Father, for the gift of FR EED O M . I accept it
in Jesus' nam e.

From  this day, You are m y loving Lord and gentle
M aster.

Thank You, Father, that I am  now a part of Your
FR EED O M -dream  for all hum an persons. I am  one of
your royal daughters in Your divine fam ily.

M y life now has m eaning and purpose. Thank You,
Jesus.

A m en.

N ow, you too have heard the liberating w ords of Jesus:
W om ané be free! You can rise up and stand up w ith pride,
loosed from  the bondage of religious tradition and culture.
You are freed from  inferiority, tim idity and feelings of
w orthlessness.

You are valuable. You are a Jesus-person. Your life now  has
new  and exciting dim ensions of hope and happiness, of
forgiveness and fulfillm ent, of peace and purposeé from  this
very day!

God bless you!









C hapter 3

LIVIN G  IS C H O O SIN G

W H Y D O  SO M E wom en act? A nd others react? W hy do
som e depend upon the opinions of friends? W hile others
trust their own?

In every experience, a wom an has the choice of
becom ing bitter or better; fearful or loving; haughty or
hum ble; hateful or grateful.

Every wom an has obstacles to overcom e that are the
result of roles established by culture.

The good news for you is that G od has a beautiful plan
for your life. C hoose Jesus C hrist and let H im  direct you
according to H is design.

Your faith in G od is expressed by
your faith in people.

Your love for G od is expressed by
your love for people.

W hen Jesus is at the center of your world, your words
ð your influenceð create a beautiful and a terrific world.

Look at what you have. Look at what you know. Look at
what you can do. R em em ber that G od never slots wom en
in lim iting roles.



IN  TH IS CH A PTER, you as a w om an w ill discover how  sim ple
it is to becom e all that God has in m ind for you to be. H is plan
for you is beautiful.

The follow ing phrases reflect m y life goal and portray the
w ay that I have lived m y life. They w ere penned by A m anda
Bradley, a w om an poet.

Lord, let m e be a dream er and let m e be a doer.
Let m e strive and steadily achieve.

Let m e be a learner and let m e be a teacher.
Let m e give and graciously receive.

Let m e be Your follow er. Let m e be Your friend.
Let m e hear Your voice and heed Your call.

Let m e com e to know  the special plans You have for m e.
And let m e w ith Your help, fulfill them  all.

In order to realize total fulfillm ent in life, you m ust learn the
im portance of choosing.

H ave you ever w ondered w hy som e w om en are negative?
A nd w hy others are positive? W hy som e system atically fail?
A nd others consistently succeed?

W hy do som e w om en act? A nd others react? W hy do som e
depend upon the opinions of friends? W hile others trust their
ow n?

W hy are som e w om en alw ays dem eaned or hum iliated? A nd
others are alw ays com plim ented or honored?



You Are Included

The book of Rom ans w as w ritten by Paul, for w om en the
sam e as for m en. H e w as born a Jew, a practiced Pharisee, but
he w as converted and he becam e a Christian, a born-again
follow er of Jesus. This letter w as w ritten to non-Jew s, to
Gentiles (that includes each of us), and hand-carried from
Corinth to Rom e, by Paul's right hand w om an, Phoebe.

D ear friends in Rom e. This letter is from  Paul, C hrist's slave,
chosen to be a m issionary, and sent out to preach G od's G ood
N ew s about H is Son, Jesus C hrist our Lord, w ho cam e as a
hum an baby. And being raised from  the dead, H e w as proven
to be the m ighty Son of G od w ith the holy nature of G od
H im self. [Just like you and m e.] And now  through C hrist, all
the kindness of G od has been poured out upon us sinners, and
now  H e is sending us out around the w orld to tell all people
everyw here the great things G od has done for them  so that
they too w ill believe and obey H im .

And you, dear friends, are am ong those H e dearly loves. You
too are invited by Jesus C hrist to be G od's very ow n, yes, H is
holy people.Rom .1:1-7LB

So now, since w e have been m ade right in G od's sight by
faith in H is prom ises and because of our faith, C hrist has
brought us into this place of highest privilege w here w e now
stand.R om .5:1-2LB

W e, as believers, do not back up nor m ove over; w e stand



upon our redem ptive rights and w e m ove forw ard. And w e look
w ith confidence and joy. [W hy?] Because w e can actually,
becom e all that G od had in H is m ind for us to be.v.2LB

R evealing R eflection

T.L. and I w ere on the U SS M arine Panther enroute to India
in 1945. I w as reading A im ee Sem ple M cPherson's story. A s a
young w om an, she and her husband had gone to India as
m issionaries.

D uring their m inistry there, A im ee's husband and her little
boy becam e very ill. It w as not long before she buried her
husband in China's soil. A im ee cam e hom e as a nineteen-year-
old w idow  w ith her little son.

Reflecting back on that experience, it am azes m e that these
sad facts w ere w hat im pressed m e about A im ee Sem ple
M cPherson's life and m inistry. There w ere m any positive and
successful experiences w hich I could have rem em bered. She
w itnessed m any m iracles. The influence of her life w as
outstanding.

But none of those events im pressed m e at the tim e. The
death and burial of her husband, her becom ing a w idow, her
com ing hom e broken hearted w ith her baby, w ere the events I
rem em bered.

W hy? Perhaps it w as because I w as a young m other, a
young w ife on m y w ay to India w ith m y husband. A nd A im ee's
experience w as relating to m e in a negative w ay because I



received only the negative m essage of the story. That need not
have been the case.

The Voice O f C hoice

D o you know  w hy som e w om en are negative? W hy others
are positive? O r w hy the sam e w om an is som etim es positive
and som etim es negative?

It has to do w ith the choices w e m ake. W e are constantly
m aking them , you know. Every tim e w e see som ething, or hear
som ething, or read som ething, w e instantly m ake a choice. W e
like it, or w e do not like it. W e believe it, or w e do not believe it.
W e accept it, or w e reject it. The w ay w e respond is determ ined
by our ow n choice in each situation.

W e either choose the opportunity in a situation or w e
overlook it.

Right now, you are choosing how  this book is going to
affect your life. In every experience, a w om an has the choice of
becom ing:

Bitter or Better;

Fearful or Fateful;

H aughty or H um ble;

H ateful or G rateful.

You are the one w ho m akes the choice.

W hen I w as young, the term  used of G od w as quite popular.



But I have learned since, that God does not use w om en. H e
gives to w om en the stuff to use. H e gives to us the ability to
choose. A nd H e respects our right of choice. There has been
enough use and abuse and m is-use of w om en's choice-pow er.

The good new s for you is that God has a beautiful plan for
your life. H e has a design, a plan, a program  for your life. A ll
you have to do is to choose to link yourself w ith Jesus Christ
and to let H im  direct you according to H is design.

A lw ays look for the opportunity in each situation that you
face as a w om an. Exercise your ability to choose. D ecide to be
on God's side. The m ore you follow  Christ in every detail of
your life, the m ore confidence you w ill have. You w ill discover
that it is not difficult to know  God's w ill for your life. That is
how  you learn to becom e all that God w ants you as a w om an,
to be.

Your H idden Pow er

Som etim es, w om en argue that it is easier to m ove w ith the
crow d. It is m ore com fortable to be like other w om en. There is
m ore security in doing w hat everyone else is doing. But
rem em ber, w hen Jesus looks at you, H e does not see the crow d
or the m ass. H e sees you individually.

This is the principle w hich T.L., m y husband, and I practice
in m inistering to the m ultitudes w ho throng our crusades
abroad. W e pioneered the m odern concept of m ass evangelism
all over the w orld. But w e do not see the people as a m ass; w e
see them  as individuals.



People often ask us, H ow  m any w ere in the m ultitude
today? A nd w e usually answ er, W e don't know. W hen you
cannot see the end of the crow d, w hen you cannot see the
sides of the crow d, how  m any people are there? To us, it's just
a field of individuals w ith trem endous needs and a ravishing
hunger for the Good N ew s of Jesus Christ.

W hen m inistering to those enorm ous m asses of people, w e
have great confidence because w e know  that God is seeing
each individual, and that H e is concerned w ith each person.

That is how  H e is looking at you right now.

N o m atter w hat other w om en or m en m ay do, you are free to
m ake an individual choice to be different, unique and to
becom e all that God w ants you to be.

It is not usually easy to be the unique w om an or m an w hich
God created you to be. It requires effort and discipline. It
requires that you continually m ake positive choices that
involve H im  in your life. By choosing, you use the pow er that
God has given you to m ake things happen.

You are your ow n m iracle, in that sense. That is not
hum anism ,ð not w hen you believe in God, and in Jesus Christ,
and w hen you do w hat God w ants you to do through H is
pow er, and according to H is w ord.

C onfines O f C ulture

Culture does not m ake it easy for a w om an, to be all that God



w ants her to be.

W hat is culture? I som etim es say that religion had tw ins.
O ne w as called culture, the other w as called tradition.

Every w om an (and each m an) has obstacles to overcom e
that are the result of roles established by culture. T.L. and I
have observed how  little girls and boys are cast into these
roles from  the tim e they are born?

God does not slot people into lim iting roles. I am  D aisy
W ashburn O sborn. I am  blessed because I am  m arried to T.L.
O sborn. W e are sw eethearts, w e are friends, w e are
com panions and spouses. Being a w ife, a m other, a
grandm other and a great-grandm other does not change the fact
of w ho I am . I am  still D aisy W ashburn O sborn, the unique
individual that God created. The role that society places on m e
does not dictate God's plan for m e.

C ulture and traditionð the tw ins of religionð usually try to
keep w om en from  becom ing w hat God w ants them  to be.

But if you have enough faith, enough love, enough courage,
enough trust in God and love for God, you w ill m ake it.

Your faith in God is expressed by
your faith in people.

Your love for God is expressed by
your love for people.

If you care about your w orld and if you practice using your
God-given choice pow er, then you can surm ount anything. You



can accom plish anything. A nd you can do it w ith dignity and
grace.

Freedom  D em onstrated

M aria W oodw orth-Etter (1844-1924) w as a w om an ahead of
her tim e.

She w as saved w hen she w as 12 years old. M aria heard the
voice of Jesus saying, G o out and gather lost sheep. But in the
late 1800's the church did not allow  w om en to preach the
gospel. That tradition delayed her obedience to God for a long
tim e. Finally, M aria told the Lord, W hen I grow  up, I'll m arry a
m issionary; then I'll serve You.

But that w as not w hat God had in m ind. H is plan for M aria's
life w as not lim ited by the religious standards of her day. God
never gives up on H is dream  for people. A nd finally M aria said,
Yes.

That rem arkable w om an preached the gospel until she w as
80 years old. She had a trem endous m inistry in the face of all
kinds of odds. A nd rem em ber, this w as in the late 1800's and
the early 1900's é before the current political em phasis on the
constitutional rights of w om en. People w ere tough and had no
tolerance for a w om an preacher. But she succeeded in
becom ing all that God w anted her to be. She preached to
hundreds of thousands of people, face to face, all across the
nation. A nd her preaching w as confirm ed by hundreds of the
m ost extraordinary healing m iracles and rem arkable
conversions ever recorded in the history of evangelism  in



A m erica.

The last w ords that M aria W oodw orth-Etter said w ere, W hat
G od did in the past, H e w ill do in the future. W hat a prophecy-
testim ony. A nd this is the profound truth w hich w e have
w itnessed during our m ore than five decades of m inistry to
m illions around the w orld.

W hat God did in the past, H e does now  and H e w ill do in the
future. This is a new  generation. A nd you are part of it. God
show s H im self again and againð to each generation. Paul said,
H e never left H im self w ithout a w itness.Ac.14:17LB H e never
changes. H e reveals H im self afresh to each new  generation and
keeps doing the sam e things. H e keeps loving people, in spite
of all the negative traditions and lim iting cultures w hich
hum ankind contrives.

W om en, it w as M aria W oodw orth-Etter's day then, and she
chose to obey God. This is your day. H ere are five im portant
questions w hich concern the vital choices you w ill be called
upon to m ake in life.

N o. 1.

W hy C hoose To B e A ll
That G od W ants You To B e?

The N o. 1 priority of the churchð of each believerð is to



evangelize the w orld. Is this your priority as a w om an?

A sk these questions, and decide for yourself as a w om an, if
reaching people is im portant to you?

W hat do you do w ith your m oney?

W hat do you do w ith your tim e?

W hat do you do w ith your talents?

A re you doing anything to reach out to w in souls for
Christ?

If your answ ers reveal that you are not engaged in God's N o.
1 priority, you can choose to rebegin and to decide to be all
that God w ants you to be.

N o. 2.

W ho Should C hoose To B e
Involved In G od's Plan?

Believers. W om en, m en, girls and boys. The N o. 1
opportunity of every believer is to share Christ. That is
evangelism . That is a N o. 1 choice for life.

You do not need to ask God to send you to China. Begin
right w here you are. Give the gospel to your fam ily, to those in
your neighborhood, your com m unity, your tow n, your state,
and your nation. Just keep reaching out. You w ill discover that
once you begin, doors w ill keep opening to you. Your gender



w ill not hinder you unless you allow  it to.

The com pelling fact is: W hen you know  Christ, your priority
as a w om an, is to share Christ.

W hen you receive life, your priority is to share life w ith
others.

W hen you are healed, your priority is to be a healing
influence for others.

W hen you are blessed, your priority is to be a blessing
to som eone else.

W hen you accept God's forgiveness, your priority is to
practice forgiveness tow ard others.

W hen you receive love, your priority is to express love
to those w ho need love.

That is the lifestyle of a believer. D oes that sound too
sim ple? It is sim ple. The key is aw areness. Practice being aw are
of the Jesus w ho is living in you, m aking you into all that God
planned for you as a w om an, to be.

Be aw are by saying to yourself, Jesus is in m e. I am  seeing
this individual through the eyes of Jesus w ho has no eyes on
this earth but m y eyes. H e is looking through m e.

Yes, God's arm s reach around the w orld. But those arm s are
the arm s of hum an personsð of believers like you. It w as God's
choice to use hum an beings to reach hum an beings w ith the



gospel, and H e never lim ited our reach by our race, our status,
or our gender.

H e chose you and m e to do H is w ork. Personally, I choose to
do Christ's w ork. H ow  about you?

N o. 3.

W here C an You C hoose To
D em onstrate G od's Plan?

In your w orld. Your w orld needs your influence. W hat is
your w orld? It is the w orld that surrounds you.

Your influence has trem endous creative pow er in your w orld.
H ere is w hy: Each of us has the pow er to create around us the
kind of w orld w e w ant. That pow er is seed-pow er. A nd our
seeds are our w ords, our thoughts, our actions. W ith these, w e
influence the people in our w orld. That is how  w e grow  people
around us to be w hat God w ants them  to be.

W hen Jesus is at the center of your w orld, your w ordsð
your influenceð create a beautiful and a terrific w orld around
you.

Choose to be all that God w ants you to be. Forget your race
or your gender. D ecideð choose to obey your Lord.

And this gospel of the K ingdom  shall be preached in all the
w orld for a w itness to all nations, then shall the end
com e.M at.24:14



Rem em ber that w e are not to just go to the nations that w ill
give us a visa. If the early Christians had only preached and
w itnessed w here it w as legal, the gospel m ay not have spread
throughout their w orld as it did. The Bible says, there w as
great persecution against the churché therefore they [m en and
W O M EN ] that w ere scattered abroad w ent everyw here
preaching the w ord.Ac.8:1-4

From  Prison To D ivine C om m ission

A  gang of drug sm ugglers cam e to Jesus Christ in one of our
m eetings in California. They had been in prison for sm uggling
cocaine across the M exican border into Southern California.
They had a billion dollar drug business.

Then they w ere w onderfully converted, all of them . A  w ife, a
husband, their children, his brother, their father and m other,
father-in-law  and m other-in-law, uncles, aunts, cousinsð the
w hole fam ily accepted Jesus Christ. They w ere radiant w ith the
light of the gospel.

I said to them , D o not lose your ability to sm uggle. Right
now, about ninety percent of the w orld can only receive the
gospel as it is sm uggled to them  by believers.

That fam ily of sm ugglers w as so relieved to hear m e tell them
that God had a plan for them , and that they did not have to
change their trade or to bury their talent. A ll they had to do
w as to utilize their talent sm uggling the right substanceð the
gospel.



That is the w ay that God accepts people. That is the w ay H e
accepts you. H e takes you w here you are and m akes your life
into som ething beautiful for peopleð for H is K ingdom .

Sow  It And G row  It

This G ospel m ust be published am ong all nations.M k.13:10

That is w hy w e print literature by the tons and distribute it
around the w orld, in 132 different languages.

And I beheld a great m ultitude w hich no one could num ber,
of all nations, tribes, peoples and tongues, standing before the
throne, and before the Lam b, clothed in w hite robes, w ith palm
branches in their hands, and crying out w ith a loud voice
saying, Salvation belongs to our G od w ho sits on the throne,
and to the Lam b.Rev.7:9-10

A re you going to choose to becom e all that God w ants you
to be? Everyw here H e w ants you to be? W om en and m enð
every believer, every follow er of Christ, you and I are the ones.

D o you som etim es feel that you are not yet ready to launch
out and do the things w hich God has in m ind for you? M y
counsel to you isð BEGIN . You are ready for the first step now,
and you w ill becom e ready for tom orrow 's challenges by the
steps that you take today.

You w ill learn by teaching.

You w ill gain by giving.



You w ill reap by sow ing.

You w ill grow  by sharing.

That is God's form ula for your success.

D o you w ant to go som e place? D o you w ant to achieve a
goal? D o you w ant to accom plish som ething? I have just given
you the form ula.

W e grow  w ith God, as w e grow  w ith people.

W e live w ith God, as w e live w ith people.

It is w onderful to be involved w ith people.

Perm ission G ranted

I encourage you as a w om an, to choose to be all that God
w ants you to be.

W hy? O nly w om en can change the w orld of w om en, and
there are m any m ore w om en than m en in the w orld today. Som e
estim ate that three-fourths of all com m itted believers are
w om en.

Joel prophesied, And it shall com e to pass afterw ard, that I
w ill pour out m y Spirit upon all flesh; and your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy. Joel 2:28

W om en, only you can change your w orld. Choose to do just
that. You do not need anyone's perm ission. You have been
given your orders by the highest authorityð your Lord.



You have been com m issioned by Jesus. D o not w ait for a
council of elders, a board of theologians, an order of priests, or
a cardinal to tell you w hat you can do.

You have your orders. You know  w hat you are authorized to
do. Just go and do it. Go and share Christ w ith your hurting
w orld.

W elcom e C hange

The w om an w ho sees her identity in Jesus Christ is a
peacem aker. She is hum ble. She is w illing to serve anyone,
anytim e, anyw here. A nd those w ho have their identity in Jesus
Christ w ill surface to the top every tim e. That kind of service is
the greatest kind of leadership.

Look at w hat you have. Look at w hat you know. Look at
w hat you can do. D o not be concerned about w hat you do not
know, or w hat you do not have, or w hat you cannot do.

D o w hat you can do.

Give w hat you have.

Be w hat you are.

Share w hat you know.

W atch yourself grow.

People w ill say, W hat in the w orld has happened to you?
You used to be so shy. You used to be so quiet.



The answ er is sim ple. You discovered your choice pow er
and you began to really live.

Jesus said in essence: D o you w ant to be the greatest in the
K ingdom  of G od. Becom e a believer, a follow er, a disciple and
then graduate w ith the degree, Servant of All.M k.10:43-44

W om en and m en, there are no lim its. You can choose the
greatest opportunities that exist in the m inistry of Christð
helping people.

N o. 4.

W hen D o W e C hoose?

Today. There have never been as m any people living on the
earth as there are today. There have never been as m any needs
to fill or as m any problem s to solve as there are today. There
have never been as m any lost people to reach as there are
today.

Yet w e have never had so m any great inventions or so m uch
sophisticated equipm ent at our disposal as w e have today.
There are so m any facilities that w e can use. There is so m uch
know ledge at our disposal. There are so m any open doors and
so m uch encouragem ent. N ow  is the tim e to take advantage of
the great opportunities w hich w e face today in our hurting
w orld.

The harvest is great. The possibilities have no lim its.

The laborers are few. God needs you. You are unique. You



are im portant. N o one else can do the job that H e has for you.

The tim e is short. There has never been a better tim e than
now.

Choose to begin today.

W hy should you begin? Because you are a follow er of Jesus
Christ.

W ho should do it? You. Because you are a believer.

W here should you begin? In your w orld of influence.

W hen do you start? N ow. Because your w orld needs you.

N o. 5.

H O W  D o W e C hoose?

The first step is to get right w ith God. D iscover God in
yourself. You see, you can choose to be all that God w ants you
to be, everyw here H e w ants you to be, w hen you are right w ith
H im .

W hen you have m ade the choice to be on H is side, involved
w ith H im , that opens the door for you to be all that H e w ants
you to be.

A s one of God's partners, I encourage you to em brace this
m arvelous m essage of God's great kindness. For God says,
Your cry cam e to m e at a favorable tim e, w hen the doors of
w elcom e w ere w ide open.2C or.6:1-2LB



Right now  is the tim e for you to begin to be all that God
w ants you to be in every dim ension of your life.

W hat are you doing personally to share the gospel? N ot,
w hat is your church doing, but w hat are you doing as an
individual believer to increase the K ingdom  of God?

D o you w ant to becom e a dem onstration of Jesus?

The first step is to get right w ith God.

Today you can choose to accept the life that God offers to
you. H e loves you and H e desires only good for you. Believe
on the Lord Jesus Christ and be born again as you pray this
prayer right now :

Thank You, Lord Jesus, for what You did on the cross
for m e.

You bore m y sin.

You bore m y sickness.

You gave m e Your righteousness.

You gave m e Your health.

I repent of m y sins.

Forgive every wrong I have ever done.

I receive Your love and Your forgiveness.

I welcom e You into m y life, Jesus, as m y Lord and
Savior.



I accept Your health.

N ow that You live in m e, m y body is holy and I know that
You want it to be healthy.

I want to be Your am bassador to m y world.

See with m y eyes. H ear with m y ears. Speak with m y
lips. Sm ile with m y face. Think with m y m ind.

M ake m e into all that You want m e to be.

From  this day, I will go forward with faith and love and
confidence.

I choose to opt for every opportunity to be all that You
want m e to be.

Thank You, Jesus, for m y new life.

A m en.

N ow  you are ready to begin. Rem em ber, you are im portant to
God. H e is w ith you and H e is in you, to give you the courage
that you need for every opportunity, every day of your life.

Today is the day to exercise your w onderful pow er of choice.
It's never too late. Just begin, in Jesus' nam e.

God bless you!











C hapter 4

LEAD IN G  B Y SERVIN G

JESUS IN TR O D UC ED  LEA D ER SH IP as serving, and
servant-hood as the m ark of greatness. Jesus was m eek;
H e was gentle; H e was a servant. B ut H e was and is the
greatest of all leaders.

A true servant is what you becom e as a wom an follower
of C hrist, through the process of your own choices. You
choose to serve. You take the initiative. You are not filling
a social role that has been prescribed by society for the
fem ale gender. You have em braced the Jesus lifestyle.

M ake positive choices. The m ore choices you m ake the
better choices you can m ake. Practice decision-m aking.
If you do not m ake the decisions that concern your life,
som ebody else will m ake them  for you. Som eone else will
determ ine your future. N ever surrender this right to
another person.

H ere is a principle which you as a wom an, will want to
rem em ber: The risks you take when you m ake personal
choices are not risks at all com pared to the vulnerability
you expose yourself to by not exercising your right of
choice.

N ever abandon your own dream s. Your own am bitions
in life, your personal goals are im portant. C om m it



yourself to seeing them  realized. N ever give up!

W hatever you do, do it with a servant's m ind and heart.
You will be astonished at the change this will bring to
your life as a wom an follower of C hrist.

N EITH ER YO U  N O R anyone else can serve tw o m asters. You
w ill hate one and show  loyalty to the other, or you w ill be
enthusiastic about one and despise the other.Lu.16:13LB

The m ore low ly your service to others, the greater you are.
To be the greatest, be a servant. But those w ho think
them selves great shall be disappointed and hum bled; and
those w ho hum ble them selves shall be exalted.M at.23:11-12LB

Anyoneð a w om an or a m an, w anting to be greatest m ust be
the leastð the servant of all! M k.9:35LB

Jesus introduced leadership as serving, and servant-hood
as the m ark of greatness. H e gave us the key to true hum ility
and the form ula for genuine m eekness.

Jesus w as m eek;
H e w as gentle;

H e w as a servant.

But H e w as and is the greatest of all leaders. W e can risk
follow ing H is teaching and H is exam ple. In doing so, H e gives
us the quality of m ind necessary to becom ing a servant as H e
is. That is truly Leading By Serving, and it places you in the
category of W om en And Self-Esteem .



W hen Jesus used the w ord servant, H e w as not referring to
a social class. H e w as intim ating a lifestyle. A  servant is not
w hat som eone else m akes you. If you serve because you are
forced to, or because you feel it is your responsibility, you are
not a servant. You are a slave.

C hoice Is Initiative

Because a w om an's choice-pow er is so vital to her success, I
am  dedicating this to help w om en believers practice being
aw are of their options in life, and to develop the essential skill
of exercising their right of choice.

A  true servant is w hat you becom e as a w om an follow er of
Christ, through the process of your ow n choices. You choose
to serve. You take the initiative. You are not filling a social role
that has been prescribed by society for the fem ale gender. You
have em braced the Jesus lifestyle.

Jesus said: In this w orld the kings and so-called great
people order their slaves around. And the slaves have no
choice but to like it. But am ong you, [believersð follow ers of
Jesus] the one w ho serves you best [w ho has chosen to do so]
w ill be your leader.Lu.22:25-26LB

There is a slave m entality or attitude that w om en can assum e
through the double-influence of culture and of religion.

There is also a servant m entality or attitude that a w om an
can adopt through understanding the gospel and by em bracing
the principles shared in Christ's teachings and by H is exam ple.



The w om an w ith a slave com plex, functions on the prem ise
of fear. W hereas the w om an w ith a servant deportm ent
functions on the prem ise of love.

Fear and love are both great m otivators. The contrast
betw een the tw o is seen in the result of deeds done out of fear
as opposed to those done out of love.

The effect on the perform er of deeds done out of fear
is: resentm ent, bitterness, revenge, restraint, pessim ism ,
oppression and unhappinessð just to nam e a few.

The effect on the perform er of deeds done out of love
is: acceptance, harm ony, forgiveness, freedom ,
optim ism , courage, happiness and total fulfillm ent.

A  slave is a person w hose personal life is controlled by the
m oods, the attitudes, the dem ands, the priorities and the
desires of another person.

A  slave is a person w hose ow n goals, desires, talents,
abilities and am bitions suffer fetal paralysis because they have
surrendered their right of choice to another person.

Freedom  From  D om ination

If there is a person in your life w ho constantly forces you to
m odify your desires, shift your priorities, shirk your chosen
responsibilities, surrender your dream s and neglect your
needs, then there is an area of your life w here you are a slave,



and you are subm itting to a self-appointed m aster. W hen you
surrender to a hum an m aster, you do so out of fear. W hen you
surrender to Jesus, you do so out of love.

The gospel of Jesus Christ does not m ake slaves of w om en.
The gospel sets a w om an free from  all bondage. Believe and
receive Jesus as your Savior and Lord. Then you w ill be truly
free from  all form s of slavery. You can then choose greatness
and becom e a real leader.

The gospel is the good new s that you as a w om an, are free
from  chains. W hen you are truly free from  bondage, you do not
bow  to the dom ination of others; nor do you attem pt to control
other people.

Jesus said: You are truly M y disciple if you live as I tell you
to, and you w ill know  the truth and the truth w ill set you free.
Jn.8:31-32LB  The freedom  that Jesus offers is freedom  from  the
dom inion of sin and freedom  from  the possessiveness and the
dom ination of other people. K now  Jesus. K now  the truth that
the gospel presents.

A s a w om an, you have a choice. First of all, choose Jesus.
W hen you do this, you are freed from  your old m aster, Satan
and all of his subm asters.

The greatest servant w ho ever lived w as Jesus. H e chose to
be a servant. H e is our exam ple, our leader, our Lord, our
M aster.

C om m itm ent To Freedom



The gospel of Jesus Christ even frees a w om an from  religion.

Religion offers its ow n invented doctrines, superstitions and
corrupted opinions in order to enslave the m inds and lives of
w om en in particular.

Paul said regarding the religious m en w ho tried to com bine
Jew ish law s w ith the teachings of Jesus: They tried to get us
all tied up in their rules, like slaves in chains.G al.2:4LB

Paul said: Thank G od that though you once chose to be
slaves of sin, now  you have obeyed w ith all your heart the
teaching to w hich G od has com m itted you [and you have
com m itted your life to H im  as a result]. N ow  you are free from
your old m aster, sin [and Satan]; And now  you have becom e
servants to your new  m aster w hich is righteousness, [w hich is
Jesus, w hich is God].R om .6:16-18LB

That happens through your choices, your decisions. You
have the right of choice. You can act decisively.

W hen your right to choose is taken from  you, you are
reduced to the level of a slave. This can happen little by little. It
pays to practice m aking decisions, for w hen you do, you are
exercising your choice-ability. Like any other skill, it im proves
w ith unw earied use.

The Art O f C hoosing

A s a w om an, if you do not m ake the decisions that concern
your life, som eone else w ill m ake those decisions for you.



Som eone else w ill determ ine your future. N ever surrender this
right to another person.

Your choices are w hat determ ine how  you live, how  you
prosper, how  you are blessed and how  productive your life is
as a w om an. You cannot blam e som eone else for your
problem s, for your failures, for your m isery, for your
predicam ent. M ake a choice. Choose to change your situation.

W hen Jesus directs your life, w hen you are H is follow er, H e
w ill give you ideas that w ill inspire solutions to the problem s
you m ay confront. Those divine ideas w ill turn your failures
into favors and successes, your m isery into m irth and your
desperate situations into positive, productive opportunities.

H ere is a principle w hich you as a w om an, w ill w ant to
rem em ber: The risks you take w hen you m ake personal choices
are not risks at all com pared to the vulnerability you expose
yourself to by not exercising your right of choice.

God created every w om an w ith a w ill. W e are constantly
exercising that w ill. God never violates our w ill or our choices
but H e guides us in H is w ay of success as w e allow  H is w ord
to keep us tuned to H is w ave-lengths. W e m ay even m ake a
bad choice, but H e never gives up on us, because H e has
given us the pow er to m ake another choice to correct the bad
one.

W hen you choose Jesus, then you are free from  Satan's
pow er and he is no longer your m aster, then you are no longer
his slave. Jesus becom es your Lord, your Leader and your



M aster. You becom e H is servant; you becom e H is physical
expression on this earth.

You can serve only one m aster and the choice of m asters is
the right of every w om an to m ake.

Sym ptom s O f Slavery

W hen you hear the w ord, slave, do you autom atically think
of history and the slaves in chains? Every nation has had them
in som e epoch of their history, and they still exist in m any
societies, though they are not any m ore called by the old-
fashioned, dem eaning term , slaves.

Slaves com e in all colors, speak m any languages and perform
varied tasks. They exist on all levels of society. They have
m any things in com m on. A re you one of them ? Let us define
w hat slaves are and then you can discover any com parable
areas of bondage in your life.

O N E: Slaves are forced to sever personal relationships. Their
fam ily can no longer be im portant to them . They m ust give up
old friends. Personal am bition and initiative is squelched. Their
personal values are surrendered. Subm ission is the deprecating
status constantly im posed upon their lives.

W hen you choose to receive Christ as the Lord of your life,
H e does not im pose dem oralizing restrictions upon you. H e
does not require you to sever relationships w ith friends w hom
you cherish. Rather, H e w orks w ith you and im proves and
grow s each relationship into a positive situation w here H e can



be honoredð or, H e grow s you beyond the relationship.

For exam ple: W hen a w om an w ho is m arried receives Christ
and is born again, Jesus does not interrupt that m arriage
relationship. Instead, H e expresses H is love for that w om an's
com panion through her and draw s the husband to H im self. The
relationship is m ore beautiful than ever and Jesus becom es
Lord of the m an, of the w om an and of the hom e.

Satan divides and severs relationships. Jesus knits and heals
relationships.

TW O : Slaves are forced to uproot and abandon w hat is
treasured by them . They are taken w here they do not choose to
go and are required to do things w hich they do not w ant to do.

W hen those precious A fricans w ere forcibly taken to
A m erica and sold into slavery, they lost all identity w ith their
fam ilies and w ith their ow n heritage.

That is w hat Satan tries to achieve w ith the hum an race. H e
w ants us to lose sight of our origin, our roots. W e w ere created
in the im age of God. Satan w ants to distort and destroy that
im age and sever our relationships as sons and daughters of the
living God.

Satan w ants to force you as a w om an, to go w here he
chooses. H e w ill attem pt to oblige you to do things you w ould
not w ant to do. H e w ill reduce you to the level of his slave.
H ow  does he do this? H e does his dirty w ork through people,
through system s, through cultures, through traditions and
ofttim es through religion.



Satan is a liar, a thief and a m urderer. H e com es to steal, to
kill and to destroy. Jn.10:10 Satan alw ays reduces hum an
persons to a subordinate level.

W hen Jesus com es into your life, H e raises you to H is level.
H e protects your freedom . H e w orks through your w ill and
your choices. H e gives you H is nature, H is values, H is
priorities, H is love and H is patience. You learn to value
yourself; you value other people. You honor your freedom ;
you honor the freedom  of others. Then you begin to grasp
life's greatest secretð the art of being a true servant, and the
status of true Self-Esteem .

You cannot be a servant w hile doing the things others oblige
you to do. That is being a slave. The Christian life is not a life
of force but of favor.

Satan reduces you to slavery.
Jesus grow s you to greatness.

Satan severs relationships.
Jesus develops them .

Satan takes aw ay your choices.
Jesus helps you m ake the right choices.

TH REE: Slaves are forced to abandon personal dream s and
desires. They cannot enjoy the things that m ake their lives
happy and fulfilled. They m ust strive and toil for the happiness
and fulfillm ent of another person.

N ever abandon your ow n dream s. Your ow n am bitions in life,



your personal goals are im portant. Com m it yourself to seeing
them  realized. N ever give up!

A nyone or any situation that requires you to relinquish w hat
is im portant to your happiness or that obliges you to sacrifice
your dream s and desires has becom e your m aster.

Slavery is a dead-end trail.

Follow ing Jesus, being H is servant, H is expression, m akes
life a journey that is exciting and fulfilling. H e w ill grow  you to
greatness. A nd H e defines greatness as being a servantð H is
kind of servantð one w ith true Self-Esteem .

FO U R: A  slave m ust vacate the role of leadership. Satan
w ants to prevent you from  ever being a leader. H e w ants you to
be subm issive at hom e, inactive in your com m unity, silent in
your church and unfulfilled in your life.

Slavery and leadership do not go together. Regardless of
w ho you are, there is a place of leadership and of self-value for
you. Jesus is your leader and H e leads others through you in
every facet of life.

A s a servant of Jesus Christ, you are destined to be a leader
am ong those w hom  you influence.

FIVE: From  the m om ent you begin to be a slave, your spirit
begins to expire. W hen your personal choice in any sphere of
life is taken from  you, you begin to die in that area. You have
no reason for life w hen you have no right of choice.

M any m arriages have failed and others are frozen because of



m ale dom inance in the relationship. Is there not room  in a
m arriage for leadership both on the part of the husband and of
the w ife? W hen Christ is truly the Lord of your life, and the
H ead of your hom e, there w ill be beautiful harm ony and w arm th
in your m arriage. Love each other as Christ has loved you.
Subm it to one another and w hatever you w ant your com panion
to do to you, do that to your com panion. This is being the
Jesus kind of servant.

But w e m ust be allow ed to m ake free choices in order to be
able to serve people. A s servants, w e do as Jesus, the great
Servant, did. W e reach out to hurting people. They give us
reason to live. A  slave cannot reach out to people; they do
only w hat they are required or allow ed to do by their m aster.

To accept the yoke of slavery m eans toé

1. Sever your valued relationships;

2. Surrender w hat is rightfully yours;

3. A bandon your dream s, am bitions and desires;

4. Vacate the role of leadership;

5. Expire in your spirit.

The Servant Lifestyle

N ow  that w e have a practical idea of w hat a slave is, w e can
look at the characteristics and the lifestyle of a servant.



FIRST: A  servant is self-m otivated and self-directed. A
servant steers their ow n ship. A  servant m akes lots of
decisions and choices.

W hen Jesus lives in you and you have chosen to let H im
express H is servitude in you, you w ill never need to be forced
to do good things. You w ill do the sam e thing Jesus w ould do
under sim ilar circum stances. You w ill choose to do the sam e
things Jesus did because H is servant nature is in you.

The N ight Visitor

O ne night w hile visiting a friend in the hospital, I m et an
elderly gentlem an w hose w ife had just suffered a serious heart
attack. They lived on a farm  near a sm all tow n in O klahom a.
The nearest hospital w ith cardiac equipm ent w as in the city of
Tulsa. So he and his w ife w ere rushed there in an am bulance.
H e sat by her all the w ay into the city w hich w as about 40
m iles. H e had now here to go so he planned to sleep in a chair
in the hospital lobby.

I w as concerned about him . I thought of the nice guest
bedroom  T.L. and I had in our hom e. A fter visiting w ith the m an
for a few  m inutes, I invited him  to go hom e w ith m e. I prom ised
to bring him  back to the hospital early the next m orning. H e
accepted m y invitation. W hen w e reached hom e, I presented
m y new  friend to m y husband. H e w as a bit surprised, but very
loving and gentle w ith the m an. H e treated him  as he w ould his
ow n father. A fter a w arm  show er, som e toast and hot chocolate,
our friend fell asleep in our cozy bed, snuggled up in a pair of



T.L.'s pajam as.

I never once thought of calling T.L. to see if he w ould allow
m e to bring the m an hom e for the night. I am  a servant of Jesus
Christ and I w as serving H is w ill and H is love by caring for that
stranger in the nam e of m y Lord.

You cannot be a servant if there is som eone restricting you.
You can only be a slave. If you w ant to give and you w ant to
help the poor and to lift the fallen and to visit the sick, if there
is som eone w ho w ill punish you for w hat you have chosen to
do, that is slavery.

You C annot Serve Tw o M asters

SECO N D : A  servant exercises the gift of love. A s a servant
you do not need to search for loving things to do. It is your
nature to love. Your nature is w hat you are and w hat you do as
a result of your ow n desire and initiative. W hen Jesus lives in
you, you are program m ed to love and to serve people. That is
Leading By Serving, and that produces W om en A nd Self-
Esteem .

W hen you are a Jesus person, you are not expected to
neglect yourself. Religion m ay require you to put others first
and to not think about yourself at all. But genuine love begins
w ith yourself. W hen you love yourself, you can then love
another person. W hen you value yourself, you are capable of
valuing another person. W hen you respect yourself, you w ill
dem onstrate respect for another person. W hen you guard your
ow n freedom , you can allow  another person to be free. Include



yourself in your love.

A  servantð a Jesus w om an, a Jesus m anð loves people.

There is no w eapon form ed against you that can
prosper.Isa.54:17 W hy? Because you have the pow er of love.
There is no w eapon that can prosper or w in against love. A
true servant exercises this gift of love constantly and
w onderful things happen as a result.

It m ay not alw ays be easy to express love. But Jesus said: Be
perfect even as I am  perfect! M at.5:48 That is an aw esom e
com m and. But the fact that Jesus said it m eans that w e can
eventually achieve H is perfection. H e is really saying, Allow
M e to be perfect in you.

TH IRD : A  servant regards people as their principle reason
for service, for m inistry, for success, for achievem ent, for
fulfillm ent and for Self-Esteem .

W hat can you achieve in life w ithout people? You need
people in order to succeed in any area of life. N o m atter how
intelligent you are, you cannot exercise your know ledge
w ithout people. People are im portant to God. People are
im portant to you. People are im portant to a servant.

Even God cannot accom plish H is dream  w ithout people.

W hen you regard people as your m ain channel for service to
God, you do not see the color, the race, the gender or the social
status of individuals. You see the person.

There is no prejudice in the true servant.



FO U RTH : A  servant values a hum an person, starting w ith
one's ow n self. Because you value yourself, you can becom e a
servant to others because you value them  too. A s a w om an,
you cannot be a servant, the kind Jesus talks about, w ithout
having very good Self-Esteem .

God values you so m uch that H e gave H is only Son to die
for your sins. Jesus valued you so m uch that H e gave H is life
so that you can be saved.M k.10:45

Can you value yourself as a w om an, enough to be a servant,
a physical expression of Jesus to hum ankind?

God needs you. H e does not need gold m ines. H e does not
need diam onds. H e has no need for pearls. But God does need
you. The expressions of w ealth, such as gold and diam onds are
for your pleasure, but God's pleasure is in you. You are w orth
m ore than all of the diam onds and all of the gold in the w orld.

FIFTH : A  servant aw akens abilities in other people. A  true
servant is really a leader. That is w hy a servant arouses talents
and inspires abilities in others. A  leader is also a teacher. A nd
the art of teaching is the ability to spark in a student the desire
to learn.

A  servant, a leader, a teacher never dem eans another hum an
person. A  servant never feels superior to others, never looks
on others as though they are inferior and w ithout value. Sharp,
critical, negative w ords never com e from  a true servant's lips.

SIX TH : A  servant never neglects a responsibility or duty. A s



a servant you give every task 100%  of your ability. You see a
responsibility as your hum an response to God's ability w ithin
you.

Practice responding to hum an needs w hen you confront
them . The only w ay God can m eet those needs is through a
hum an person. Let that person be you. Choose to be a servant
and achieve true greatness w ith valid Self-Esteem .

SEVEN TH : A  servant treasures identity w ith Jesus Christ
w ho w as the greatest servant hum ankind has ever know n.

Perhaps the best form ula for a servant attitude, w hile
refusing the slave m entality, w as given by Jesus H im self. The
principle of self-dignity, and the individual right of choice are
graphically endorsed in these w ords of Jesus.

If you are forced to go one m ile, go tw o.M at.5:41-48

If you do only w hat you are forced to do, you are yielding to
a slave attitude. But just as soon as you choose to go the
second m ile, you becom e the leader; you take com m and of the
task to be perform ed and you rise to the servant status and to
true Self-Esteem . By that choice, you becom e the leader of the
one w ho w anted to be your m aster.

The com m and im posed upon you disregarded your choice.
That is slavery. But w hen you w ent beyond w hat w as
dem anded, you w ielded your right of choice. You stepped up
from  slavery into the dignified status of a servant. That choice
m ade you a m aster in the very situation that w as contrived to
dem ean you.



Jesus said: If you are slapped on one cheek; turn the other
also.Lu.6:29

H e w as not advocating physical abuse for w om en. Prior to
this statem ent Jesus had said: Listen all of you. Love your
enem ies. D o good to those w ho hate you. Pray for the
happiness of those w ho curse you; im plore God's blessing on
those w ho hurt you.Lu.6:27-28

Jesus w as teaching about the attitude of believers, the
nature of H is disciples, the character of a servant, of your
identity w ith H im .

If you are dealt a blow, criticized, hurt or m isjudged, do not
react as a slave. D o not cow er and be intim idated. Rather,
rem em ber w ho you are. Treasure your identity w ith Christ and
appear as though nothing ever happened. Turn your fresh,
uninjured self tow ard your offender. You then rise from  the
status of a slave to becom e the leader, the forgiver, the servant.
That is Leading By Serving.

A  m eek Christian w om an is not a w eak Christian w om an. A
gentle w om an w ho is a follow er of Christ is a Jesus w om an.
Jesus w as both strong and gentle. W hen you are like H im , you
are too.

Jesus said: If you are ordered to court, and your shirt [or
dress] is taken from  you, give your coat too.M at.5:4

If people persecute you and take w hat you possess, you can
seize the initiative, m ake a choice and give them  som ething



extra. W hen you surrender only w hat is dem anded, you are a
slave. W hen you choose to give m ore than is dem anded, you
becom e a servant w ith true Self-Esteem . Be a giver. M eet a
hum an need. Be a servant.

Rem em ber: A  slave has no choice. A  slave can-not pursue an
idea. A  slave cannot be creative. A  slave can take no initiative.

Satan's strategy is to steal a w om an's creativity, her
originality, her uniqueness, her initiative and ultim ately her life.
H e m akes her afraid. H e w ants her to fear m aking a decision. H e
w ants her to be so dem eaned that she does not dare to do
som ething new  and different. H e calls her a fool for thinking a
new  thought.

D o not be afraid of him . H e is just the devil, and Jesus has
broken his pow er over you.

Jesus alw ays gives you choices. H e offers you options. H e
gives you creative ability. H e gives you initiative. H e trusts
you w ith H is nature. H e gifts you w ith originality. H e renew s
your confidence. H e grow s you to be like H im .

Satan gives you fear;
Jesus gives you faith.

Satan gives you hatred;
Jesus gives you love.

Satan gives you poverty;
Jesus gives you prosperity.

Satan gives you sickness;



Jesus gives you health.

Satan gives you enem ies;
Jesus gives you friends.

D o you w ant to be great in the K ingdom  of God? Your
greatness begins right w here you are. Grow  as a servant, the
Jesus kind of servant. That is the greatest accom plishm ent that
you can realize in life. It is the discovery of Leading By
Serving. It is the true secret for W om en A nd Self-Esteem .

N othing can force you to becom e a slave, unless you
yourself surrender to slavery. Your religion cannot; your
culture cannot; your spouse cannot. O nly your ow n pattern of
thoughts can reduce you to the role of a slave.

People w ill esteem  you on the sam e level that you esteem
yourself. A nd you exhibit your ow n level of self-esteem  by
your pattern of thoughts, your w ords, your actions, and your
form  of relationships.

W hatever you do, do it w ith a servant's m ind and heart. You
w ill be astonished at the change this w ill bring to your life as a
w om an follow er of Christ.

A  slave does w hat is expected of her or him  by others.

A  servant takes the initiative and m akes choices.

A  slave is bound and lim ited.

A  servant is free, unrestricted and has no lim its.



A  servant isé

1. Self-m otivated and self-directed;

2. Exercises the gift of love;

3. Regards people as the principle reason for service and
m inistry;

4. Values each hum an person;

5. A w akens abilities in other people;

6. N ever neglects an opportunity for service;

7. Treasures her or his identity w ith Jesus Christ.

You w ere bought at a price; do not becom e slaves of hum an
beings.1C or.7:23N EB

You have been given freedom : not freedom  to do w rong, but
freedom  to love and serve each other.G al.5:13LB











C hapter 5

LIFE W ITH  PU R PO SE

TO D AY YO U W ILL get a close-up view of what can
happen to you when you, as a wom an, learn to see G od and
others and yourself, with a new attitude of hum an-value.

W hat do you ponder m ost when you think about G od?
W hat is your attitude about others? H ow do you regard
yourself as a wom an? H ow does G od see you?

Every wom an m ust learn to see herself as G od sees her,
and to believe in herself like G od believes in her; she
m ust think of herself as G od thinks of her and confess
what H e says about her, instead of what traditional
theology m ay have program m ed her to believe.

G od has paid a suprem e price for you. You are
som ebody. You are loved and you are im portant. G od
believes in you. You are part of H is plan. You as a wom an,
are uniqueð the only one of you that G od has.

There is new life in C hristð not condem nation. There
is salvation in H im ð not slavery to religion, not guilt.
There is deliverance in H im ð not captivity. O ur m essage
m ust not wound but heal. To represent C hrist, we cannot
destroy. W e m ust give life and joy and peace.

TH E TH EM E O F this chapter is to help you as a w om an, to



grasp a fresh perspective of life from  God's standpoint of high
esteem  for hum ankind.

H ere are som e Bible verses that express som e of w hat God
says about a w om an-believer in the N ew  Testam ent:

So, now é  w e have been m ade right in G od's sighté
because of w hat Jesus C hrist our Lord has done for usé

H e has brought us into this place of highest privilege w here
w e now  stand, and w e confidently and joyfully look forw ard to
actually becom ing all that G od has had in m ind for us to beé

W e are able to hold our heads highé for w e know  how
dearly God loves usé

N ow  w e rejoice in our w onderful new  relationship w ith G od
ð all because of w hat our Lord Jesus C hrist has done in dying
for our sinsð m aking us friends of God. R om .5:1,2,5,11LB

R em em ber these three statem ents:

v.2að  H e has brought us to this place of highest privilege.

v.2bð  W e joyfully look forw ard to becom ing all that G od
has in m ind for us to be.

v.11ð  W e rejoice in our w onderful new  relationshipð
m aking us friends of G od.

W hat m arvelous and uplifting concepts and ideals these are,
and how  vital they are in the building of W om en A nd Self-
Esteem !



Today you w ill get a close-up view  of w hat can happen to
you as a w om an believer, w hen you learn to see G od and
others and yourself, w ith a new  attitude of hum an-value.



PART I

H O W  YO U  SEE G O D

FIRST: W hat do you ponder m ost w hen you think about
G od?

There are three im portant facts about H im  that I urge you to
never forget:

1. The fact that God is A ll Pow erful!

2. The fact that H e is Good!

3. The fact that H e is Present w ith you now !

1st ð  G od Is Pow erful

W hat about H is pow er?

O ne day Elisha w as surrounded by enem ies. But God sent
horses and chariots of fire to deliver him , 2K g.6:17 and the
enem y fled. H e does that today for w om en w ho trust in H im  the
sam e as H e does for m en of faith like Elisha.

A  pagan chief and his m en surrounded a pastor's house to
kill him , but they saw  big, strong guards around the house.
Finally the chief accepted Christ and confessed his plot to kill
the pastor.



W eeks later he told the pastor, Since I've been a C hristian
your guards have all gone. W here are they? W here did they
com e from ? I w ant to thank them  for preventing m e from
killing G od's m essenger.

Then the national pastor knew  that God had sent H is angels
to protect him  like H e did for Elisha, because he had never had
guards around his house.

O ur God has not changed. H is pow er is as real today as it
ever w as, and it is for w om en the sam e as it is for m en. Behold,
I am  the Lord, the G od of all flesh: is there anything too hard
for m e? Jer.32:27

W hen Elisha, the prophet, died, his body w as placed in a
sepulchre. Then, later, another m an died and w as placed there
too. The Bible says: And as soon as the body touched Elisha's
bones, the dead m an revived and jum ped to his feet.2K g.13:21

That pow er is still real today!

A  m iracle sim ilar to that happened in our Crusade in Calabar,
N igeria. They carried a dead m an onto the platform  w here T.L,
m y husband, and I had preached under a m ighty anointing.

M any m iracles had happened, and the people had given
w itness to the healing w onders w hich they had received that
nightð right there w here w e had been preaching. W hen the
m an's dead body w as laid there w here God's pow er had been
m anifested in such a great w ay, suddenly the m an sat up and
w as restored to life. It astounded everybody, and hundreds
accepted Christ as a result. You see, God's Pow er is unchanged



today.

2nd ð  G od Is G ood

Buté w hat good is a pow erful God for a w om an, if H e is not
a good God?

O ur Lord sent Jesus to show  us that H e is not only pow erful,
but that H e is good, that H e is a Savior, a H ealer, a Life-giver.
A nd H e never show ed any difference in H is regard for a
w om an or for a m an.

John said: As m any as received H im , to them  gave H e pow er
to becom e the children of G od. <>Jn.1:12 A nd M ark said: As
m any as touched H im  w ere m ade w hole.M k.6:56 N o one ever
called on H im  and w as refusedð no w om an, or no m an.

The Togo Villager

A  dear village m an cam e to one of our crusades in Togo. H e
had a terrible rupture, and one leg w as lam e. The first night he
cam e, Jesus m ade him  ever w hit w hole. Then he brought his
daughter w ho w as crippled from  polio and could not w alk, and
she too w as m iraculously healed.

Then the old m an brought his sister. She w as kept chained to
a tree like a w ild anim al because she w as crazy. Four m en
helped him  bring her to the crusade. The dem ons w ent out of
her and she w as perfectly restored. The w hole fam ily becam e
faithful follow ers of Jesus. They saw  that God is good!



G od's W ill For You Is G O O D !

I believe that every w om an m ust com e to understand that:

Satan is bad. God is good.
Sickness is bad. H ealth is good.
Failure is bad. Success is good.

God's w ill for you as a w om an, is good.

The Bible says: I w ish above all things that you m ay
prosper and be in health, even as your soul prospers.3Jn.2 That
applies to w om en the sam e as it does to m en.

The Bible says: N o good thing w ill H e w ithhold from  them
w ho w alk uprightly.Psa.84:11

3rd ð  G od Is Present

H ere is another aspect of our Lord that every w om an m ust
em brace: H e is not only pow erful and good, but H e is present!
H e is by m y side and by your side!

Jesus said, Lo, I am  w ith you alw ays, even unto the end of
the w orld.M at.28:20

H e confirm s H is w om en-w itnesses the sam e as H e does H is
m en-w itnesses.

In one of our crusades in India a young arrogant student
stood at the back of the crow d w ith folded arm s, seething in
anger. H e w ondered w hat he could do to drive m y husband and



m e out of tow n, because he despised our teaching about Jesus
Christ.

But as w e taught the people and then prayed, suddenly the
Lord appeared to that young political activist. A s Jesus looked
straight into the young m an's eyes, H e opened H is nail-pierced
hands and said, Behold M y hands! I am  Jesus! Then w ith a
soft sm ile and eyes of com passion, H e disappeared.

The young m an fell to his knees w eeping, and right there, he
received Jesus Christ as Lord and M aster. H e told the w hole
m ultitude w hat had happened to him  and, as a result, hundreds
accepted the Lord. That m an saw  the Lord and his life w as
changed forever.

G od Is Present N O W !

Thank God, I as a w om an discovered that Jesus is
unchanged todayé and H e is present, now ! I hope you can
have a new  look at H im ; then, nothing shall be im possible to
you M at.17:20 as a w om an.

Stephen, a m an of faith in the Bible, w as being stoned to
death for his w itness of Jesus Christ. Then the Bible says, he
looked up and he saw  Jesus standing at the right hand of
G od.Ac.7:56 Stephen had a new  vision of Jesus and his tragedy
turned into trium ph!

So that is w hy I say: Every w om an needs a fresh look at God,
to see that H e is all pow erful, then that H e is good and
com passionate, and finally that H e is present w ith us. H e is the



G reat I AM . Ponder these facts w hen you as a w om an, think
about God.



PART 2

H O W  YO U  SEE O TH ERS

TH E SECO N D  VITA L view point that each w om an-believer
needs to consider is: W hat is your attitude about others?

H ere are three statem ents about others that can affect your
regard for them  from  this day forw ard:

1. See that others com prise the finest purpose of your
ow n life as a w om an.

2. See that others provide the only w ay to really express
your faith in God.

3. See that serving others is the m aster key to your ow n
unlim ited success in a real Life W ith Purpose.

N ow  w e shall review  som e Bible verses that validate those
thoughts and that put them  into clear focus for w om en as
believers and as follow ers of Christ.

1st ð  O thers And Purpose

See that others com prise the finest purpose of your ow n life
as a w om an.

Jesus w as the perfect exam ple of God's ideal for us as



w om en, the sam e as for m en. H e taught one sim ple rule for life:

Love O N E AN O TH ER; as I have loved you. Jn.13:34 W hatever
you desire that others do to you, do that to them .M at.7:12

W hoever w ants to be the greatest of all m ust be the servant O F
ALL.M k.10:44LB

But w hen H e [Jesus] saw  the m ultitudes, H e w as m oved w ith
com passion on them é then H e said to H is disciples, The
harvest truly is plenteous, but the laborers are few .M at.9:36-37

H e is saying to us:

The people are there! They are ripe! They w ill believe!
They w ill respond and be blessed!

But I need a person to love them  through! I need you!

C an I love them  through you? C an I heal them  through
you? C an I bring them  peace and tranquility through
you?

W e are talking about our attitude tow ard others. They
constitute our finest purpose in living.

2nd ð  O thers And Faith

See that others provide the only w ay to express your faith in
God.



Jesus said, I w as hungry, and you gave M e m eat: I w as
thirsty, and you gave M e drink: I w as a stranger, and you took
M e in: N aked, and you clothed M e: I w as sick, and you visited
M e: I w as in prison, and you cam e to M e.M at.25:35-36

Then H e said: Inasm uch as you have done it unto one of the
least of these, you have done it unto M e.M at.25:40 That is w hy I say,

see that others provide the only w ay to express our faith in G od.

If w e w ant to really discover Jesus Christ, w e w ill not find
H im  in the holy sanctuaries, but in the prison houses, am ong
the sick, the naked, the needy. W e can serve Christ only as w e
serve them .

Porno Theater B ecom es G ospel C enter

A  young w om an w as saved in N ew  York City, and has since
becom e a great soulw inner. She had been a chem ical dependant
and a prostitute. A s a result of a gang fight, one of her arm s
had to be am putated, and she w ears a prosthesis.

There w ere three pornographic cinem as, side by side, in a
N ew  York ghetto. The m iddle one w as for sale. The m oney w as
raised by Christians w ho bought it and started gospel
m eetings. O pposite the entrance are three hotels w hich are
m anaged by professional pim ps for their prostitutes and
prostitutors.

That young w om anð herself a reform ed prostitute and
converted chem ical dependentð chose that place to begin a
new  w ork for God. She has God's view point of lifeð and of



others. She know s that she can only love and serve God by
loving and serving others.

Before long, several hundred people w ere attending church
there. Instead of condem ning the cancer of sin in that ghetto,
that group of soulw inners m oved in and started curing that
cancer. They dem onstrated true Christian faith in actionð by
serving others.

You see, that is the only w ay to really express our faith in
God. W hat w e do to others, w e do to H im . Real active faith is
not w hat is expressed in beautiful rituals in the sanctuary, but it
is w hat is expressed in beautiful deeds and actions out am ong
the people w ho are in need.

W e Solved Problem s

I heard a young pastor of one of A m erica's large churches
say: Som e years ago w e cam e into this city w ith nothing. W e
did not expect people to com e to us. W e knew  w e had to go to
them .

H e said, W e never left the area for eighteen m onths. Every
day, from  m orning until night, m y w ife and I knocked on
doors, visited prisons, m inistered in hospitals and houses and
got people saved, out w here they live and w ork and suffer and
die.

Then they acquired old buses and hauled hundreds of
children from  the ghettos, the slum s, and the poorest areas, to
their church. H e said, W e w ent to the people w ho had



problem s. A fter a few  years betw een one and tw o thousand
attend each service at that church.

M any of those form erly destitute fam ilies, form er prostitutes,
prisoners and drunkards, are today ow ners of businesses and
honorable citizens.

They have produced a sm all arm y of w orkers w ho are
soulw inners throughout the city and area.

Senators, doctors and law yers attend that church now, and it
is a pow erful com m unity of believers for God's w ork.

That husband-w ife pastoral team  know s the secret. They see
in those w ho are hungry and thirsty, in the orphans, the
prisoners, the naked, the sick and the suffering, the only place
w here they can really express their Christian faith in action.

The Bible says, faithé w orks by love.G al.5:6

John asks: W hoever does not love their brother or sister
w ho they have seen, how  can they love G od w hom  they have
not seen? 1Jn.4:20

So to love God is to love othersð Let us not love in w ord,
neither in tongue [as John said], but in D EED  and in
truth.lJn.3:18

H e asks: H ow  can w e as w om en, talk about loving God, or
serving God, or expressing our faith in God, if w e know  people
w ho are in need, and if w e do nothing about it? 1Jn.3:17

A s w om en-follow ers of Christ and as H is co-w orkers, w e can



only express our real faith as w e act w ith real love tow ard
others. Jesus is w herever there are people in need. The w ay w e
respond to them , is the w ay w e respond to H im . That is w hy I
say, W e m ust see that others provide the only w ay to really
express our faith in Godð the only w ay to really serve God.

3rd ð  O thers And Success

See that serving others is the m aster key to your ow n
unlim ited success in a real Life W ith Purpose.

A s w om en-believers w e can only succeed as w e help others
succeed.

Jesus said, G ive, and it shall be given unto you; good
m easure, pressed dow n, and shaken together, and running
over, shall others give into your bosom .Lu.6:38 H e m eansð
w hatever you give, m ore of it shall be given to you.

Paul said: W hatever anyone sow s, that shall they also reap.
G al.6:7 The kind of seed you sow  in others is the kind of life you
reap for yourself.

Jesus' rule w as: All things w hatever you desire that others
should do to you, do the sam e to them .M at.7:12 This m eans:
w hatever you do to others you w ill reap from  others.

Jesus said that w e are to be seed-planters. H e said: The seed
is the w ord.Lu.8:11 A nd the field is the w orld M at.13:38ð the
w orld of people around us.



O pen Your H eart To O thersð
You'll N ever B e Lonely!

Plant kindness in people and you w ill reap kindness. H eal
people by planting seeds of love and kindness in their lives,
and you w ill reap healing love and kindness from  others. H ate
people and you w ill be hated. Envy people and you w ill be
envied.

O pen your door, your heart and your ears to others, and you
w ill never be lonely.

Jesus show ed us God by w hat H e did for others. W e
show  our faith in God by w hat w e do for others.

Jesus show ed us God by w hat happened to people w ho
cam e in contact w ith H im . W e show  w hat God is like in
our lives by w hat happens to people w ho com e into
contact w ith us.

You grow  as you help others grow. You prosper as you
help others prosper.

You learn by teaching. You gain by giving. You reap by
planting. You receive by giving.

You see, as the songw riter said:

A  bell is not a bell 'til you ring it;
A  song is not a song 'til you sing it.

Love in your heart is not put there to stay;



Love is not love 'til you give it aw ay.

Love Is Action

So, as a w om an, take a new  look at others today. Lift up your
eyes, and look on the fields. Jn.4:35

It is as you reach out to others that G od reaches out to you.

It is w hen you bless others that G od blesses you.

So think that w ay w hen you look at others. Plant in them
w hat you w ant to reap in your ow n life. You are the m aster of
your ow n harvest. Just plant in others the kind of seed you
w ant to reap, and God w ill fulfill your greatest dream s. You w ill
find yourself am ong the valued corps of W om en A nd Self-
Esteem .

W e talked about a w om an's attitude tow ard G od. Then w e
discussed her attitude tow ard others.





PA RT  3

H O W  YO U  SEE YO U R SELF

N O W , A S A  W O M A N , w hat is your real attitude about
yourself? H ow  does God see you?

You are created in God's im age:

1. To have H is nature.

2. To share H is plan.

3. To think H is thoughts.

4. To be a w inner.

5. To succeed.

6. To be happy.

7. To prosper.

That is the life God created you for.

N ever allow  religious indoctrination and cultural
brainw ashing to cause you to dem ean yourself as an inferior
creature. That is nothing less than pernicious self-destruction.
N ever beat yourself over the head w ith accusing, negative
thoughts and confessions. N o one has the right to destroy or
to disparage w hat God has created in H is ow n im age, to w alk



and to talk w ith H im  andð that includes every w om an.

The Bible clearly teaches that w e should each com e to God
in repentance, and confess our sins to H im , covering nothing
before H im . Then H e prom ises to forgive us and to receive us
as H is child, and to m ake us a new  creature in Christ Jesus
A c.2:38; 1Jn.1:9; Jn.1:12ð a valued m em ber of H is ow n Royal
Fam ily. That acceptance into H is fam ily is not qualified by our
hum an gender. N ever forget that.

But after w e have com e into God's fam ily and have been
received as H is children, w e are not to go through life as
Christians, confessing that w e are w eak, rebellious, unw orthy,
sinning w orm s of the dust. O nce w e have been converted, w e
have becom e the sons and the daughters of God. W e belong to
H is fam ily. W e are recreated in H is im age. W e are born again.
W e have H is nature.Eph.2:19

The com ing of Jesus Christ and the Good N ew s has brought
to us a new  and positive m essageð of a new  creation, a new
birth, a new  life, a new  nature, a new  w ay. If any m an or w om an
be in C hrist, he or she is a new  creature: old things are passed
aw ay; behold, all things are becom e new.2C or.5:17

The new  birth is the sam e m iracle for w om en that it is for
m en. W hen w e com e to Christ, w e are m ade new. W e are
changed. Believe in that change. Think about that change.
Confess it. Sing about it. A ct like you have been changedð
once you turn from  sin and em brace Jesus Christ as your Lord.

A s a w om an-disciple of Christ, never condem n yourself;



then you w ill never condem n others. Start believing in yourself,
then you w ill start believing in others.

I See You! I See M e!

O ut on the w estern plains of A m erica, a new  im m igrant
fam ily arrived in a frontier tow n. They halted their w agon by a
farm er's house and asked: W hat kind of people live around
here?

The farm er said, W ell new com er, w hat kind of people lived
in the old country w here you cam e from ?

O h, the im m igrant replied, It w as terrible. There w ere crooks
and liars, deceivers and dishonest people everyw here. The
business people w ere crooked and the officials w ere w orse.
That's w hy w e left that place, to find a new  w orld w here life
can be better.

W ell, the farm er said, I expect that's the kind of people you'll
find around here too.

Later, another load of im m igrants arrived and stopped to talk
w ith the farm er. They too w anted to know  w hat kind of people
had settled in that area.

The w ise farm er asked, W ell, new com er, w hat kind of people
lived in the old country w here you cam e from ?

O h, the im m igrant replied, It w as a fine land. W e had good
neighbors. O ur m erchants w ere honorable. O ur people cared
for each other. It w as hard to leave them , but w e thought w e



could bring som e of our good out w est to help to build this
great new  nation!

W ell, sir, said the farm er, You're going to be m ighty happy
here. I think you'll find that sam e kind of people here.

A s w om en, w e m ust realize that w e see in others w hat w e see
in ourselves. A  w om an w ho does not trust others, is not
trustw orthy. If she believes she is bad, she w ill believe that
others are bad. If she suspicions dishonesty in others, it is a
sign that she needs to reexam ine her ow n character and life.

O nce a w om an discovers w ho she really is in Christ, she can
stop condem ning others. W hen any w om an disparages and
discredits others, she is only announcing w hat she thinks
about her ow n self as a person.

W hat W e Teach W orldw ide

In our great Soulw inning Institutes overseas, w e gather
thousands of Christian m en and w om en preachers and w orkers,
and w e teach them  for tw o hours, three tim es a day.

W here do w e begin? W ith these six facts of the new  Christ-
life w hich are so vital to both w om en and m en involved in
God's w ork:

1. God is w hat H e says H e is.

2. I am  w hat H e says I am .



3. God has w hat H e says H e has.

4. I have w hat H e says I have.

5. God w ill do w hat H e says H e w ill do.

6. I can do w hat H e says I can do.

T.L., m y husband, and I start at the N ew  Birth, and focus on
the m iracle transform ation of our old natures to the new  Jesus-
life.

W e em phasize that each w om an as w ell as each m an m ust
learn to see them selves as God sees them , and to believe in
them selves like God believes in them ; that each one m ust think
of them selves as God thinks of them , and confess w hat H e
says about them  instead of w hat traditional theology m ay have
program m ed them  to believe about them selves.

D em ean or Esteem

The pastor of the great Crystal Cathedral in California is a
rem arkable Christian leader w ho constantly advocates w hat he
calls Possibility Thinkingð or positive believingð or faith.

The church services, and the pastoral m essages are beam ed
into hom es all across A m erica and around the w orld, every
Sunday m orning. It is positive. People are lifted. Thousands are
influenced to believe in Christ. Every m essage is a challenge to
fresh possibilities in the new  Christ-life. N ever is there
condem nation. A lw ays there is faith, hope and love.



W herever a w om an or a m an pastor gives that kind of gospel
m essage, it alw ays lifts people and the crow ds w ill seek out
any church like that w here they can com e and be blessed. The
w orld has enough problem s and hurts w ithout getting m ore
from  the pulpit.

Christ did not com e to condem n people, but to love and
bless and save them . The m ost devastating effect upon the
hum an spirit is negative, ugly, condem ning thoughts and
w ords. Som etim es it is called hum ility, but in reality, it is self-
destruction. Lu.19:10; Jn.3:17

N o w om an and no m an has the right to stand in a pulpit or
before a class and fill the m inds of people w ith negative,
unpleasant phrases and pronouncem ents that destroy
enthusiasm  w ith ugly, negative concepts of hum an persons.

Jesus condem ned no oneð not even the w om an and the m an
taken in adultery, nor the thief on the Cross. A nd as H is
am bassadors, w e m ust not condem n people either.Lu.23:39-42;
2C or.5:20

There is new  life in Christð not condem nation. There is
salvation in H im ð not slavery to religion, not guilt. There is
deliverance in H im ð not captivity. O ur m essage m ust not
w ound but heal. To represent Christ, w e cannot destroy. W e
m ust give life and joy and peace.

The R eachedð The U nreached

The great problem  every m essenger of Christ faces is to



com m unicate the gospel of Jesus Christ to the unconverted
w ithout offending those w ho are converted by m ethods or
vocabulary w hich does not seem  religious enough.

You seeð Christianity is not to be m orbid and depressing. It
is the Good N ew s that w e have been redeem ed; that anyone
can now  rise and w alk again w ith God; that the w orst person
has unlim ited possibilities; that people can becom e new
creatures. D oes that sound negative or gloom y? N o. That is
the doorw ay to a new  kind of Life W ith Purpose for w om en as
w ell as for m en.

A s w om en believers, w e m ust upgrade our prayers, our
confessions, our serm ons and our songs. The Crystal
Cathedral pastor has edited m any of the old church hym ns
w hich are used in w orship there.

The self-condem ning lines have been replaced by phrases of
faith and new  living. The struggling thoughts have been
changed to concepts of victory in Christ. The verses that
express negativism  now  radiate positive ideals. They have kept
the fam iliar m usic but have changed the w ords to lift, enliven
and inspire Christians to go out and to succeed in life.

Faith Statem ents

H ere are seven statem ents about yourself w hich I hope you,
as a w om an or a m an, w ill engrave in your m ind; rehearse them
in your ears w hen you lie dow n and w hen you rise up.

Fix them  as m ottos before you in your house or office or



shop. Pray that pastors and leaders w ill capture these ideas
and m ake them  the new  them e of their teaching. W rite them  into
new  songs. M em orize them . Repeat them  before you go to
sleep and as soon as you aw akenð until they becom e a part of
your self-im age as a w om an or as a m an.

N o. 1. I am  created in God's likeness!

N o. 2. I am  uniqueð one of a kind!

N o. 3. I am  of infinite valueð to God and to others!

N o. 4. I am  loved, in spite of m y faults!

N o. 5. I am  redeem ed and accepted by the Lord!

N o. 6. I am  em pow ered for H is divine blessings to serve
others!

N o. 7. I am  com m issioned as an A m bassador in H is Royal
K ingdom !

That is Life W ith Purpose.

You are som ebody. You are loved and you are im portant.
God believes in you. You are part of H is plan. You are uniqueð
the only one of you that God has.

Say it and think it, pray it and sing it until you actually
believe it. W hen you do, you w ill enroll yourself am ong the
ever-increasing w orldw ide corps of distinguished W om en A nd
Self-Esteem .

The Poison O f N egative W ords



A  poor girl from  Europe recently ran aw ay from  hom e and
traveled across the ocean to Tulsa, O klahom a, just to talk to
T.L. and m e.

From  childhood, her parents had told her that she w as
stupid, that she could not learn, that she w as unattractive, that
she could never get a job, that she could never attract a
husband. The m ore they said those things, the m ore they
tattooed her subconscious, and the m ore she acted out the
part. (It is exactly the w ay that w om en in church classes or as
church m em bers becom e w hat their teachers or pastors talk
about.)

This lady had alw ays lived at hom e w here she w as
dom inated by this negative, destructive atm osphere. She
becam e insecure, tim id, w ithdraw n, and dem oralized. H er father
and m other had succeeded in m aking a slave of their ow n
daughterð sim ply by planting negative, destructive seeds in
her m ind. She w as afraid to go out on the street alone. The only
w ork she ever did w as scrubbing floors.

If she had been as stupid as her parents told her she w as,
she never w ould have secretly pondered a trip to A m ericað to
see D aisy and T.L. O sborn. She had to secretly get her ow n
passport and visa and arrange for her ow n air ticket. That took
a bit of doing on her part.

She w as not stupid. She w as just em otionally starved and
m entally devastated by cruel parents w ho w ere transferring
their ow n self-hatred to the closest victim  they could reachð
their ow n daughter.



W ords Are Seed-Pow er

If you teach a Bible class, if you are an exhorter, a pastor, an
evangelist, a parent, a leaderð w om an or m an, never forget the
pow er and the influence of the w ords w hich you plant in the
m inds of your listeners. W hether they are positive or negative,
they are seeds. A nd they w ill produce, in your listeners, the
type of people that you yourself have engendered by your
ow n w ords.

If you m ake a habit of talking about judgm ent and
condem nation, you w ill produce those w ho judge and
condem n you in returnð the inevitable harvest of your ow n
seed-planting.

If you pronounce criticism  tow ard others, you w ill predestine
yourself to reap the kind of people w ho w ill eventually rise and
criticize you in return.

But if you occupy yourself w ith subjects of love, the pardon
of Christ, H is com passion, H is longsuffering, then you w ill reap
the virtues of love, pardon, com passion and longsuffering.

W hatever you sow  in your class, your congregation or in
the m inds of your loved ones at your house, never forget that
you w ill reap w hat your w ords and your attitude have sow n in
people. It is im possible to avoid the results of that law. Its
process is as irreversible for w om en as it is for m en.

N ew  W ordsð N ew  Life



W e took that young European lady into our private prayer
cham ber, and as w e show ed her love and esteem  and
com passion, w e could see that behind her em otionally scarred
face w as a brilliant, lovely lady w ho w anted to be som ebody in
life. A ctually she w as extrem ely perceptive. She grasped
statem ents that lifted her self-esteem  like a drow ning person
grabs a straw.

H er m outh and face tw itched and grim aced as she talked. H er
head and shoulders tw isted involuntarily. H er w hole body
reflected her dem oralized em otional state. A lm ost anyone
w ould have thought she w as a neurotic and em otionally
unbalanced person; yet her only problem  w as the ugly
negative w ords and thoughts w ith w hich she had been so
perniciously im pregnated.

Positive Pow er

That young w om an stood in our prayer cham ber looking up
to God. A s tears rolled dow n her cheeks, w e asked her to
confess these things out loud:

I am  created in G od's likeness. I am  som ebody im portant in
G od's eyes. H e believes in m e. H e paid a price for m e. H e
w ants m e and needs m e. I am  part of H is plan. God loves m e as
m uch as H e loves anyone else.

Then w e prayed w ith her, and w hen she returned to Europe,
she w as a new  w om an. She believed that she had a Life w ith
Purpose, that she could succeed in life.



She w as thinking positive thoughts about herself, w alking
m ore uprightly, w ith her shoulders straighter. She could sm ile.
She had hope. She had a new  outlook. H er w hole life w ould
change because her thoughts w ere changed. She w as joining
the rising ranks of W om en A nd Self-Esteem .

The B attered Penny

Just before she returned to Europe, T.L. and I w ere jogging
alongside the river in Tulsa, w hen T.L. saw  on the pavem ent a
battered, beaten penny. It w as so scarred by the hundreds of
cars that had rolled over it that one could hardly recognize that
it w as a penny.

T.L. picked it up and as he held it in his hand, he told m e that
the Lord w hispered to him : That coin is w orth as m uch as a
beautiful shiny penny. It's value is the sam e. It is like that dear
lady from  Europe.

G o tell her w hat I have said to you. Though she is scarred
and battered by her parents and acquaintances, tell her that
she is as valuable as the m ost beautiful lady in Europe.

W e took that coin and placed it in her hands and w hile she
looked at it, T.L. gave her God's m essage. Then w hile she held
it, she repeated after him :

M y life is like this battered coin. But I am  as valuable as the
m ost perfect and beautiful person in Europe!

She prom ised to keep that coin w ith her Bible. Every tim e
anyone w ould say anything derogatory to her, she prom ised us



that she w ould hold that battered coin and say: M y life is like
this battered coin. But I am  as valuable as the m ost beautiful
person in Europe.

It has been m iraculous, w hat a change has taken place in her
life.

K ariuki, The Insane B eggar

A  poor insane m aniac w as brought to one of our crusades.
H is hair w as full of fleas. H is body w as filthy. H is eyes w ere
w ild. H is clothes w ere rags that barely covered his nakedness.

For seventeen years he had been a lunatic, living on the
roads and in the forest, like an anim al.

That day at our crusade, Jesus cam e into his life. The
dem ons w ent out of him  and he w as norm al. W hat a kind and
gentle m an he becam e. H e w ept as he told how  dem ons had
torm ented him .

There on the platform , T.L. put his arm s around that dirty,
stinking, pitiful looking m an and told him : K ariuki, you are m y
brother now. W e are in G od's fam ily together. W e have the sam e
Father. You are created in G od's im age, just as m uch as m e.
You are im portant to H im . H e loves you. H e needs you. You are
a chosen vessel for G od's w ork. H e has a plan for your life
that no one else can fulfill. 2T im .2:21; Eph.2:10

W hat a change had been w rought. N ow  he w as som ebody
im portant! H e belonged to the K ing of K ings and Lord of



Lords.

W e told the pastors to take him  w here he could have a hot
bath, to disinfect his head, to get his hair cut, and to buy him
new  clothes and shoes and a necktie.

W hen he returned the next day, w e hardly recognized him .
A lready the seed-thoughts w e had planted in him  had begun to
affect his attitude.

T.L. asked him  to read the scripture lesson before he
preached. K ariuki did it beautifully. W e w ere so proud of him .
Im agine how  God felt about him . H e had paid the suprem e price
to redeem  him .

Each day K ariuki gave H is w itness. H e w anted to talk to
everyone about Jesus. H e got a good job. N ow  he is serving
the Lord. H is life is a living exam ple of God's love and value of
hum an persons, and of real Life W ith Purpose.

K ariuki w as fortunate. A s soon as he w as saved and
delivered from  dem ons, he heard positive thoughts about
him self, ideals that lifted him .

H e w as told that he w as created in God's im age, to be part of
God's plan; that he w as loved; that he w as im portant; that he
could succeed. H e grasped God's opinion of him self. H e
discovered Life W ith Purpose.

You Are Lovedð As You Are

It is vital that you as a w om an, realize that God paid a



suprem e price for you tooð the blood and life of H is only
begotten Son, Jesus Christ. H e w ould never pay such a price
for a nobody. H e w ould only pay such a price for a som ebody.
You are God's prize! You are valuable in God's divine plan.

You m ay have lived sinfully. But rem em ber that Jesus Christ
only saves sinners. God's pardon is only for those w ho have
done w rong. God's redem ption is only for those w ho are lost.
God's salvation is only for people w ho are not w hat they could
have been.

Jesus w elcom es you and loves you like you are.

W hen you look at the price that God paid for you, then you
w ill say: I m ust be im portant! Your self-esteem  w ill increase.
You w ill begin to love God w ho loved you, and that w ill cause
you to love others. Love is God at w ork w ithin you. The Bible
says: You can do all things through C hrist w ho strengthens
you.Phil.4:13 H is strength in you is H is love at w ork w ithin you.
A nd that is the greatest pow er on earth for any w om an or for
any m an.

Because as a w om an, you em brace God's opinion of
yourself, you w ill no longer w ant to destroy the w onderful
person that God m ade in you. You w ill value your body, your
m ind, your lungs, your organs, your blood, your heart. Since
H e accepts you, you can accept yourself and you w ill begin to
accept others.

You w ill speak for H im  and salvation w ill com e to lost souls.
You w ill pray to H im  and w onderful changes w ill happen to



people. You w ill touch the sick and needy and H is w onderful
pow er w ill heal them .

Your body becom es H is tem ple. You are authorized to act on
H is behalf. You are part of God's plan to bless and heal and
help and lift people. This never depends on your gender.

N o H ands B ut Yours

D uring the second w orld w ar, a beautiful statue of Jesus, in
France, w as dam aged. The villagers there loved their church
and they lovingly gathered up the pieces of their statue w hich
had stood in front of their church, and they repaired it. But
they never found the hands.

Som e of the people said, W hat good is our C hrist w ithout
hands?

That gave som eone else an idea, and he had a bronze plaque
attached to the statue, engraved w ith these w ords: I have no
hands but your hands!

O ne day a visitor saw  it and w as inspired to w rite a poem :

I have no hands but your hands,
to do M y w ork today.

I have no feet but your feet,
to lead folks on the w ay.

I have no tongue but your tongue,
to tell them  how  I died.



I have no help but your help,
to bring them  to G od's side.

C hrist M inisters Through People

The only w ay Christ can reach out H is arm s and lay H is
divine hands of blessing on lives, is through you. You are H is
Body now. H is m inistry in your com m unity is expressed
through you as a w om an, the sam e as it is through any m an.

H e longs to speak to people about their salvation, and to
convince them  of the gospel. N ow  H e can do it through you.
You are qualified as H is w itness. A c.1:8

H e w ants to visit the lost, the sick and the prisoners and to
bless them . N ow  H e can do it through you. It is your m ission as
a w om an, the sam e as it is for any m an.

H e w ill never send angels to do H is w ork. H e operates
through you and m e now. If you are too busy w ith other things
or if you think you are not good enough, or if you feel that
your ow n affairs are m ore im portant, or if you think you do not
have tim e, then your Christ is like that statue; H e has no hands.

A nd you m ay pray and fast for years, asking H im  to visit
your com m unity, or for your nation or area to be evangelized,
but it can only happen through you!

You Are G od's W ork O f Art

They say that M ichelangelo started sculpturing at least 44



great statues in solid m arble. But to our know ledge, he only
finished 14 of them , such as the enorm ous statue of D avid in
Florence, Italy, the Pieta in Rom e's basilica, and his m onum ental
M oses.

Just think: A t least 30 great w orks of art w ere left unfinished.
(Fortunately, the huge chunks of partially sculptured m arble are
preserved in an Italian m useum .) Som e show  only a hand or a
leg or an elbow  and shoulder or a foot w ith toes. The total
design in the great m aster artist's m ind w as never executed.
The rest of the body rem ains frozen in solid m arble, locked up
forever, never to be form ed into the great M ichelangelo's total
design.

Could this be your case w ith God? The m aterial in you is the
best. You are redeem edð the full price has been paid. You are
pure m arble, so to speak.

A nd the M aster Sculptor touched you w ith H is m iracle
pow er, to m ake you a full, w onderful and perfect w om an to
reveal H is pow er through. But for som e reason you did not
yield to H is ideas. You did not grasp H is view point. You did
not yield to full developm ent. O nly a part of you has ever been
developed.

Tragedy or Trium ph

The greatest tragedy in life is for a w om an or a m an to
live and die and to never realize the possibilities hidden
w ithin them .



The greatest trium ph in life for a w om an or a m an is to
discover yourself in Christð to discover the rich, full
happy life H e created you forð then to allow  H im  to
develop that unlim ited life in you by sow ing it in others
and by reaping its results.

That is Life W ith Purpose.

N ow  you have taken a new  look at the great essentials in life
w hich affect you as a w om an of God.

FIRST: You have looked at G od w ith a new  vision. You have
seen H is pow er, H is love, and that H e is present here and now
to m eet you and to transform  you.

SECO N D : You have gotten H is view point of others. You
have seen in them  the true purpose of your ow n life and of
expressing your ow n faith.

You have discovered the secret of the double-w in in life:

W hen you help others w inð you w in.

W hen you help others succeed and grow ð you
succeed and grow.

W hen you help others find happinessð you discover
happiness.

Blessings others is the secret of God's blessing on you,
because w hat you give to others, others w ill give to you in
good m easure, pressed dow n, and shaken together, and
running over.Lu.6:38



TH IRD : You have gotten a new  look at yourself You have
learned to see yourself as God sees you. You have learned to
see yourself am ong the royal com pany of W om en A nd Self-
Esteem .

Tim e For Action

N ow  it is tim e to let the Lord know ð by your actionð that
you em brace H is attitude tow ard Life W ith Purpose.

W hat can you do? Confess w hat you believe; confess that
H is new  dream s and ideas and concepts have becom e your
new  life-plan; then purpose to do som ething about them .

Paul covered the entire principle of conversion in tw o sim ple
steps: 1) If you believe in your heart that G od raised Jesus
from  the dead, and 2) if you confess w ith your m outh that H e is
your Lord, you shall be saved.Rom .10:9 That is the principle of
receiving all blessings from  God.

First: Believe it in your heart. That is your faith.

Second: Confess it w ith your m outh to others, share it w ith
others, give it to others. That is your m inistry.

This is one of the greatest m om ents of your life. You m ay be
a young w om an, and you w ant to be part of God's plan in life.
You w ill never be the sam e again.

O lder w om en can turn around too and begin a brand new
positive useful life. It is never too late w hen you have a fresh
vision. D avid Ben Gurion learned French after he w as seventy.



The great painter, Titian, w as painting m asterpieces w hen he
w as ninety-eight years old.

A ny w om an or m an is as young as their dream s, as their new
projects, as their new  ideals.

Alm ost 100ð Still O n The G o

A n old gentlem an w ho w as nearly one hundred years old
cam e in a w heel chair to visit T.L. and m e at our offices in Tulsa.
H e held m eetings in the jail every w eek and w on m any souls to
Christ.

H e w anted a projector and our D ocuM iracle film s. H e w as
going to travel across A m erica to show  film s and to tell people
about Jesus. H e w as not a preacher, but he had God's idea
about life.

H e said, "I can't die! I can't die! I've got too m uch to do!
Too m any people are lost and need Jesus, and I've got to tell
them !" H e w as nearly a hundred years old, but he did not have
tim e to die. W hat a beautiful exam ple of em bracing God's
attitude about Life W ith Purposeð and about people.

N o one is too old and no one is too young. I w as saved at
the age of tw elve. T.L. and I w ere m arried at ages seventeen
and eighteen. W e w ere m issionaries in India at the ages of
tw enty and tw enty-one.

N o one is too young. N o one is too old.
Today is your day.



N ew  C om m itm ent

I invite you to m ake a com m itm ent to Jesus Christ. Let the
M aster A rtist finish sculpting you until your finest potentials
as a w om an believer are discovered in full form .

See yourself as God sees you.

See God's plans for you.

See the unlim ited possibilities that beckon you.

Tell the Lord that you have decided to be part of H is plan for
others and to join H is redeem ed com pany of W O M EN  A N D
SELF-ESTEEM .

Prayer

Say this to God:

O h, Lordð I have heard Your voice today. I believe that
You have spoken to m e. I want to be what You want m e to
be. I have seen a new vision today. N ew ideas have been
planted in m e as a wom an of G od.

You proved how m uch You loved m e. You took m y sins.
Your blood was shed to m ake m e clean.R om .5:8-9 I believe on

You, L ord.

I receive Your new life. Thank You for the power that
m akes m e a new creature.



The blood of Jesus C hrist cleanses m e.1Jn.1:7 The life
of Jesus C hrist regenerates m e.1Pet.1:23 The joy of Jesus
C hrist fills m e. Jn.15:11; 16:24 I am  of infinite value.1Pet.1:7

Thank You that You love m e. I am  Yours. Jn.6:37

A s a wom an, redeem ed by Your blood, you have m ade m y
body Your tem ple. I am  accepted. I am  com m issioned in
Your K ingdom .1C or.6:19-20 I am  part of Your fam ily.

I am  as valuable to You as anyone. I have Your nature. I
am  loved. I can love others. W hatever I sow in others, I
will reap.G al.6:8

I will feed the hungry. I will give drink to the thirsty. I
will clothe the naked. I will visit the sick and the
prisoners.

A s a wom an-follower of C hrist, I realize that I can only
serve You as I serve others. I can only love You as I love
others. Thank You that I am  part of Your plan. I have a
place that no one else can fi11.E ph.2:10

N o longer will I m ake negative confessions about
m yself or about m y wom anhood. N o longer will I condem n
m yself. N o longer will I destroy what You value.A c.10:15

I now realize that, as a wom an I am  accepted. I can do
Your work. I am  born again. I am  a new creature. I have
repented of m y old traditions. I have changed m y m ind
about m yself.



I see YO Uð O h, Lordð with new eyes. I see O TH ER S
ð as You see them . I see M YSELFð in Your im age.

Together we cannot fail. Father, everything is possible
for You.M k.10:36 A B  T hank You. L ord! In Jesus' N am e!

A m en!

You are part of a w inning team . N othing can stop you now.











C hapter 6

PARTN ER SH IP W ITH  G O D

SO M E PEO PLE B ELIEV E that the prosperous wom an is
proud, greedy and self-centered, but that the wom an
without financial m eans is hum ble, generous and
charitable.

B ecause of this traditional propensity, m illions of
C hristian wom en fail to develop their innate talents and
abilities, living out their lives in resigned subordination,
usually without the thought of m aterial accom plishm ent
or of creative productivity.

It is not logical for a wom an's academ ic and business
potential to be wasted in the m onotonous, non-creative
world of pushbuttons and soap operas.

This outdated ideal for a wom an gradually stifles her
creativity as she surrenders to the self-im age of
perennial servitude and of dependent subm ission. Such a
surrender neutralizes m uch of her inherent skill and
resourcefulness.

Partnership W ith G od is for wom en the sam e as it is
for m en, but they m ust apply them selves in creative
thinking, in enterprise and in industry in a com petitive
world, as all successful people m ust do.



A s a wom an believer, decide to be a finance-partner
with G od, in lifting and in blessing hurting and
despairing people.

D O ES GO D  W ILL m aterial prosperity for the Christian w om an?
O r is it God's plan for the daughters of H is fam ily to be
dependent upon m en for their m aterial needs in order to keep
them  hum ble, subm issive and subservient?

The fact is that the Bible abounds w ith clear-cut prom ises of
prosperity and of m aterial abundance for w om en the sam e as
for m en, w hen they regard m oney positivelyð as a m eans for
accom plishing God's purpose on earth.

Abilities For Facilities

There is a traditional concept, particularly in the religions
and cultures of the m odern industrialized w orld, that a w om an's
place is in the hom e; that God never endow ed her w ith the
intellectual capacity for achievem ent in business or w ith the
faculties for success in enterprise.

It is som ew hat of a paradox to this W esternized notion, that
throughout m ost of the so-called Third W orld, w om en are often
the real entrepreneurs, respected for their innate business and
m arketing ingenuity.

Yet, in the m odernized w orld, religion and culture com bine to
foster an irrational ideal for w om en. A lthough she is expected
to be educated and academ ically com petent, as soon as she is
m arried, it is assum ed that she w ill accept passively her



assigned role in life and graciously adopt a subordinate,
subm issive and subservient function.

A fter accepting a m an in her life, it is often assum ed that the
w om an w ill affably relinquish w hatever career, vocation or
profession she had aspired to or w as involved in, abdicating
her scholastic qualifications in favor of becom ing a good and
proper housew ife. O ften, this m eans being a general unpaid
m aid and servant to the m an she has m arried.

This im age persists, despite m odern technology w hich has
rendered it im practical and inappropriate in today's hi-tech
household.

Because of this traditional propensity, m illions of Christian
w om en fail to develop their innate talents and abilities, living
out their lives in resigned subordination, usually w ithout the
thought of m aterial accom plishm ent or of creative productivity.

M am að A Bona Fide H om em aker

I w as born in M erced, California, one of eleven children,
raised near there. W e eked out a m eager subsistence, farm ing
the ground and w orking in the orchards.

Being the tenth child, I cut m y teeth in life w atching m y
m other toil day and night as the hom em aker.

A ll the w ater for household needs had to be pum ped from
the old w ell. Then it w as carried in buckets to our rough w ood
floor kitchen. M am a built and stoked the fire to heat it in a big
iron kettle for w ashing. She spent hours of back-breaking



drudgery over the galvanized w ashtub and scrub board, toiling
to keep the fam ily's hom e-m ade clothes and scanty bedding
clean.

M am a sew ed all of our clothes, hand-knitted all of our
sw eaters, socks and w oolens, grew  the vegetables, cooked
every m eal over a w ood stove, churned the butter, scrubbed
the floors on her knees, canned the fruit, hand-quilted our
bedding, baked our bread, etc.

That is a bona fide hom em aker. N o w onder the fam ily's
survival depended on her expertise.

But by w hat tw ist of hum an logic does religion and culture
insist that the m odern w ife, w ith a hi-tech equipped house,
conform  to the im age of m y m am a.

In the typical m odern house, how  m uch tim e and how  m uch
energy are really necessary to be a hom em aker?

Today's m odern housew ife and househusband have the
advantages of quick-pack, w ell balanced, frozen dinners and
m icrow ave ovens, sealed or canned foods, drinks and quick-
serve desserts; pushbutton dishw ashers, garbage disposals,
w ashers, dryers, vacuum  cleaners, running hot and cold w ater,
paper dishes, plastic dinnerw are, disposable diapers, ready-
m ade clothing, electric blankets, and so m uch m oreð all valued
tim e and energy savers.

W om en And Forem others

It is not logical for a w om an's academ ic and business



potential to be w asted in the m onotonous, non-creative w orld
of pushbuttons and soap operas.

To restrict God's w om an today to a role w hich befit her
forem others, w ould be like the religious dictum s w hich lim it
m en to the m echanism s of the horse-and-buggy era because
they befit the im age of their forefathers.

The Snare O f Traditional D ependency

This outdated ideal for a w om an gradually stifles her
creativity as she surrenders to the self-im age of perennial
servitude and of dependent subm ission. Such a surrender
neutralizes m uch of her inherent skill and resourcefulness.

By the tim e a w om an's children are in school, if she has not
chosen to, or been allow ed to exercise her innate or acquired
expertise and her skill potential, she m ay unw ittingly lose her
drive for accom plishm ent, and actually com e to prefer the
com forts of her traditional dependency.

W hen that happens, som ething precious and vital dies in the
w om an. The m an in her life has usually done the vital thinking
and has m ade the principal decisions concerning her life. The
creative strategy for survival or for grow th has been up to him .
Consequently the w om an has likely never sensed the
satisfaction of m aterial productivity nor the self-esteem  of
achievem ent.

O ften, w om en w ho are divorced or w idow ed, find them selves
unexercised in strategic planning or in an enterprise,



incom petent in business, inexperienced in the w orkplace,
unqualified for em ploym ent and unaccustom ed to the sim plest
requirem ents for life. M any w om en have never experienced the
sim ple dignity of having a personal bank account, of ow ning a
piece of property in their nam e, of signing a business contract.
M any of them  have never w ritten a check or have never m ade
the m ost ordinary business decision.

N othing Is Im possible For G od And A W om an

Partnership w ith G od is for w om en the sam e as it is for m en,
but they m ust apply them selves in creative thinking, in
enterprise and in industry in a com petitive w orld, as all
successful people m ust do.

I have w ritten this book to encourage you, as a w om an, to
discover your ow n dignity and your ow n destiny in God's plan,
as H is friend and as H is partner in doing H is w ork. A llow  your
indigenous talents and abilities to com e to life.

Becom e alert to your ow n potential.

Reach out and becom e a learner.

U pgrade your ow n attitude.

Learn to see yourself in Partnership W ith G od, doing
H is w onderful K ingdom  business of blessing, lifting,
healing and saving hum an persons as a W om an W ith
Self-Esteem .



D ecide that God is depending on you, as a w om an, to
accom plish H is w ork. Believe for H im  to im part H is w isdom  to
you. There is nothing im possible for God and a w om an.

To experience the fulfillm ent of Partnership W ith G od,
accept H is prom ises, claim  them  and A CT on them ð exactly
like an unsaved person w ho claim s forgiveness or like a sick
person w ho claim s healing by faith.

You w ill do that w hen you, as a w om an, decide to liberate
yourself from  the restricted fem ale im age of the past, and apply
yourself as a capable, positive, creative producer in your w orld.

The Perfect Partnership

A s a w om an believer, are YO U  w illing to be a finance-partner
w ith God, in lifting and in blessing hurting and despairing
people?

Is your attitude: M y place, as a w om an, is to concede
in life and to fill w hatever role others expect of m e?

O r is it: As a w om an, I choose to identify w ith G od in
H is love plan for people. I understand that m oney can be
a sacred tool for soulw inning. I w ill be G od's partner to
reach hurting hum an persons and to bless them !

Giving to reach souls, is a m inistry. A  Christian w om an's
m oney represents her life.

W hen she invests it to reach the unreached, she is as m uch
a m inister or a m issionary as the one w ho goes to the



frontlines, or w ho announces the Good N ew s to the people.
But unless she decides to becom e active in som e w age-earning
or m oney-producing enterprise in her ow n nam e, how  can she
becom e an effective finance-partner w ith God and discover the
exhilaration and the self-esteem  of accom plishm ents w ith H im .

W hy Poverty?

W hen God created the first w om an and m an, H e placed them
in a w orld of m aterial plenty. H e com m anded the w aters and the
ground to bring forth ABU N D AN TLY.G en.1:20 G od blessed
them , saying BE FRU ITFU L AN D  M U LTIPLY.G en.1:21-22 Then
H e placed A dam  and Eve in control of this abundance.

But Satan's intervention in God's love plan enticed the
w om an and the m an to sin against God, w hich resulted in their
separation from  H im .Isa.59:2

God said to them : C ursed is the ground for your sake; in
sorrow  shall you eat of it all the days of your life; thorns also
and thistles shall it bring forth to you; é in the sw eat of your
face shall you eat bread, until you return to the
ground.G en.3:17-19

N ow  you can understand the reason for hum an destitution
and m aterial lackð and w hy God planned Partnership W ith
G od for w om en (as w ell as for m en).

N ot B orn For Slavery



The econom ic problem s w hich exasperate and harass w om en
are the issue of the deeper problem  of estrangem ent from  God's
principles for life.

Every w ay you turn there are dem ands placed upon you w ith
w hich you cannot cope. Food, clothing and shelterð the bare
necessities of life are secured only by constant struggle.

In the m idst of a w orld of God's abundance, you toil, you
borrow, you m ortgageð and in spite of all you can do, there is
often not enough to m ake ends m eet at your house. This is the
devil's strategy to break your w ill and to reduce you to the
level of slavery.

God never created w om en for such a struggle in life. W hen
God created Eve, H e placed her, w ith her m an, in the m ost
beautiful garden of abundant living. There w as total prosperity
for Eve, the sam e as for A dam . It w as w hat God designed every
w om an to live in. It w as H is dream  of contentm ent, of harm ony,
of abundance.

Then the m aster deceiver paid them  a visit and they yielded
to his subtle tem ptation to question w hat God had said.G en.3:1

Through their lust of the flesh and their pride of life,1Jn.2:16

they partook of the forbidden fruit,G en.3:6 transgressing God's
law, thereby forfeiting the garden of blessing w hich God had
given to them .G en.3:23-24

Greed, jealousy, lust and deceit produced the evils of hum an
society w here the strong dom inated the w eak, w here the rich
ruled over the poor, w here m en subjugated the w om en, w here



lords becam e m asters over peasantsð all of w hich w as the
result of sin.

Pleasure gave w ay to anguish. H appiness and love turned to
discontentm ent and lust. H ealth becam e poisoned by disease.
A bundance degenerated into w ant, destitution and depravity.
God's dream  for people w as aborted.

G od Is Spirit!
You As A W om an, Are H is Flesh!

Jesus explained it all w hen H e said:

The thief [Satan] com es only to STEAL, and to K ILL, and to
D ESTRO Y. Jn.10:10

But G od is not w illing that AN Y should perish, but that ALL
should com e to repentance.2Pet.3:9

You, as a w om an, w ere not born to be a slave, but to be an
heir of Godð a joint-heir w ith Jesus C hrist R om .8:16-17; G al.3:29

ð to be God's friend and partner.

You see, God is Spirit! You, as a w om an, are H is flesh!
W hatever H e does, H e does it through H is bodyð the church,
w hich is peopleð ordinary w om en and m en like you and m e.

W om an's Priority

God's N o. 1 priority is to share the gospel w ith every
creature, in all the w orld.M k.16:15 The highest priority a Jesus-



w om an can have is to be part of God's N o. 1 plan. To do that, a
Christian w om an m ust learn about God's prosperity-plan for
herself, and she m ust appropriate H is plan for m aterial blessing
in her ow n life.

W hen I w as just a little girl, I learned from  m y m other and
father how  to take the tiny seeds and sow  them  in the rich farm
soil. I m arveled at how  m uch God gave us in return for the sm all
am ount w hich w e gave to the earth.

Jesus taught that every prom ise H e gave w as a seed. H e
said, the seed is the w ord of G od.Lu.8:11 That seed of H is
prom ise is incorruptible 1Pet.1:23ð undecaying, im m ortal,
im perishable. The life in each seed of God's prom ise cannot die,
or decay, or perishð God's seed prom ises cannot fail.

Christ said: The w ords that I speak to you are Spirit and
they are life. Jn.6:63

There is life in each seed. That life is from  Godð  the author
of life.

Every tim e good seed is sow n in good soil, the sow er reaps
an increased return. This law  is as irrefutable as the law  of
gravity.

It is im possible for a w om an to plant one kernel of corn and
to reap only one kernel.

God w ants w om en to see that It is H e w ho gives them  pow er
to get w ealth.D eut.8:18 Riches and w ealth are the gift of



G od.Ecc.5:19

God w ants w om en to see that giving and receiving m oney is
a flow ing interchange betw een their act of faith and H is
unlim ited supply. It is based on H is infallible law  of sow ing and
reaping.

A W om an-Partner W ith G od

A  farm er sets aside the choice grain (the Firstfruits) and
gives it back to m other earth. In return, the earth gives back an
abundance of the sam e kind of seed that w as sow n, and that
farm er's barns are filled w ith PLEN TY.Prov.3:9-10 That w ay, the
farm er has m ore to sow ð on greater fields.

God's program  of reaching lost souls w ith the gospel
requires enorm ous sum s of m oney. H e w ants every w om an
believer to learn the secret of financial prosperity. Bring your
m oney and sow  it as seed-m oney in the fertile soil of
soulw inning, and let God prove that your seed-m oney w ill give
you back a return of m ore than you gave.

Blessed is the one w ho fears the Lord, w ho delights in H is
com m andm ents. W EALTH  AN D  RIC H ES shall be in your
house.Psa.112:1,3 The Lord has pleasure in the PRO SPERITY of
H is servant.Psa.35:27

See yourself as a w om an-partner w ith Godð H is finance-
partner, one in w hose care H e can entrust H is w ealth in a
flow ing interchange of giving and receiving. Then expect God's



m iracle return, pressed dow n, shaken together, running
over.Lu.6:38 H e w ill do it if H e m ust perform  a m aterial m iracle to
do it.

A W om an And M iracles

God perform ed a m aterial m iracle to provide m oney for the
disciples to pay their taxes.M at.17:27

H e perform ed a m aterial m iracle to provide bread and m eat
and w ater for the Israelites in the w ilderness.Ex.16:14-17 H e even
m iraculously prevented their shoes from  w earing out.D eut.29:5

God perform ed a m aterial m iracle for a w idow  w hose
creditors w ere com ing to take her sons as bond-servants.
M iraculously she poured enough oil from  a single cruse to fill
m any vessels full, w hich she sold for m oney to pay off her
creditors. It w as a m iracle.2K g.4:1-7

Jesus Christ perform ed a m aterial m iracle to supply food for
5,000 hungry people in the desert.M at. 14:14-21

The question is: W ill God perform  a m aterial m iracle to
supply your needs?

1. W ill God still save an unconverted w om an?

Yesð if she know s God's covenant, believes H is
prom ises and acts upon them  w ith her faith.



2. W ill God still heal a sick w om an?

Yesð if the sick w om an know s God's covenant of
healing, believes H is prom ises and acts upon them  w ith
her faith.

3. W ill God still m ultiply the finances or m iraculously
increase the possessions of a w om an?

Yesð if she know s God's covenant of prosperity and
acts upon H is prom ises w ith her faith.

Scriptures For W om en

I've alw ays m arveled at the w ay som e w om en believe
strongly that the Bible verses prom ising salvation are for
w om en, as w ell as for m en. But they have never claim ed the
m ultitude of prom ises about their Partnership W ith G od.

W om en believers do not hesitate to claim :

W hoever shall call on the nam e of the Lord shall be
saved.Rom .10:13

You shall receive pow er after that the H oly Spirit is
com e upon you.Ac.1:8

This sam e Jesus shall so com e in like m anner as you
have seen H im  go.Ac.1:11

But few  Christian w om en ever claim  verses like those
included in this book. A s you read them , ask yourself: D o I



truly BELIEVE these Bible verses are for m e as a w om an?

Let m e cite this scripture like this:

Beloved daughter of m ine, I w ish ABO VE ALL TH IN G S, that
you m ay PRO SPER and be in health, even as your soul
prospers.3Jn.2

Prosper in that verse m eans to succeed, thrive, be
successful; to be safe in m ind, body and m aterial estate; to
have peace and a secure w elfare; to be secure and w ealthy.
That describes God's desire for you as a w om an.

God W ILLS above all things that you PRO SPER in three
w ays: in finances, in health, in a full life.

But Jesus said, You m ake the w ord of G od of none effect by
your tradition,M at.15:6 w hich is an inherited culture, attitude
or belief These w ords of none effect actually m ean to cancel or
to void G od's prom ises by contrary beliefs or traditions.
W ebster says this m eans to reduce to nothingð to m ake void
ð to render of no legal valueð to destroy the force of.

A s a w om an, you can reduce G od's w ord to nothing or
render it of no legal value or destroy its force or annul and
invalidate it by your tradition.M at.15:6 That is w hat you do to
H is prom ises about prosperity if you cling to the belief that
God w ants you, as a w om an, to be subordinated in life w ithout
personal m eans, w ithout m aterial achievem ents, w ithout the
self-pride of personal enterprise and w ithout the self-esteem
and the dignity of realizing personal success.



The traditional belief that prosperity for w om en is w rong, or
that it is not for you, nullifies God's plan for your m aterial
blessings.

But w hen you read God's prom ises and act on them , God w ill
fulfill them  in your lifeð even if H e m ust perform  m aterial
m iracles to do it, like m iraculously m ultiplying the w idow 's oil
and m eal, or the lad's lunch that fed 5,000.

W om en W itnesses

I could fill pages w ith testim onies of w om en w ho have
learned to give by faith in God's w ord, then w ho have
experienced H is m iraculous return. W hen they began, they
w ere w age earners. Today they are ow ners of businesses.
W hen they began, they w ere renters. Today they are property
ow ners.

O ur m ail brings a constant stream  of testim onies from
Christian w om en w ho have put God's w ord to the test and w ho
have experienced H is prosperity in return. That is a big step for
W om en A nd Self-Esteem .

The Lord shall m ake you plenteous in goods, in the fruit of
your cattle, and in the fruit of your ground.D eut.28:11 That
applies to you as a w om an.

Plenteous in that verse m eans to exceed, to excel, to
abound, to profit, to be abundant. It m eans yielding
abundantly m ore than sufficient; a great or rich supply;
generous sufficiency; large supply; copious yield.



In other w ords, the Bible says: The Lord w ill m ake you
abundant and generous in goods; H e w ill give you a great
and rich supply.

The Lord w ill com m and H is blessing on your storehouses,
and in all that you set your hand to do.D eut.28:8

Blessed shall be the fruit of your ground and the fruit of
your cattle, the increase of your cattle and the flocks of your
sheep.D eut.28:4

Blessed shall be your basket and your store.D eut.28:5

These are prom ises m ade to every w om an, if you w ill
hearken to the voice of the Lord and observe H is
com m andm ents.D eut.28:1

God's w ill is that you, alw ays having all sufficiency in all
things, m ay abound in every good w ork.2C or.9:8 God w ills that
you be enriched in everything to all bountifulness.2C or.9:11 H e
w ills your liberal distributioné to all people.2C or.9:13 To do
this, God w ills your prosperity and H e has provided abundant
prom ises to back up H is w ill.

It is H e w ho gives you pow er to get w ealth,D eut.8:18 and it is
H e w ho set in order H is principle of sow ing and reaping for
w om en as w ell as for m en.

M iracle O f D ollar B ills

I rem em ber a tim e of dire financial need w hen m y husband,



T.L. O sborn, and I w ere young. I did not have a coat. It w as
rainy, fall w eather in California. W e w ere riding buses to preach
the gospel.

W e attended a conference w here the urgent need for a large
m issionary press w as presented. Before that conference ended,
w e borrow ed a hundred dollars and planted it as seed-m oney in
the Lord's w ork, to help buy that press.

Very soon w e w ere reaping an abundant return from  that
seed-gift. A  w om an bought m e a beautiful new  coat. A  m an
presented us the title to an autom obile. M oney cam e from
unexpected sources. God's law  could not fail.

A nother tim e, our faith w as tested. W e had purchased a car
and w e planned to pay for it through m onthly installm ents. But
that particular m onth w e had given everything w e had
received. W henever w e saw  an opportunity to w in m ore souls,
w e planted our seed-m oney. W e believed that the m ore w e
planted, the larger return w e could claim . O ur needs w ere large,
so w e planted liberally.

O ur car paym ent w as due. W e lacked fourteen dollars. W e
had sow n our seed-m oney, so w e w ere believing for God's
abundant return. W e prayed earnestly for God to m eet our
need. W e knew  the seed-dollars w hich w e had sow n m ust
produce an increased returnð even if God had to perform  a
m aterial m iracle. W e w ere proving Godð putting H im  to the test
as H e said to do.M al.3:10

That night, w e locked the doors of our sm all room  and w ent



to bed. N o one knew  our needs but God alone. W hat happened
w ill sound ridiculous and incredible, in the natural, but it is
true. God perform ed a m aterial m iracle to prove H is prom ises in
our lives.

W hen w e aw oke, one-dollar bills w ere strew n all over that
room , as though they had literally been dropped from  heaven,
fluttering dow n onto the bed, the floor, behind the table, under
the divan, etc. W e gathered up the dollar bills as reverently as
the children of Israel gathered the m anna from  heaven,Ex.16:17-
18 or as the disciples gathered the fragm ents of bread w hich
Christ had m ultiplied. Jn.6:12-13

W e looked in every nook and cranny of that room , and w hen
w e had gathered the last bill w e could find, w e counted them
and there w ere thirteen one-dollar bills.

K now ing God had done a m iracle, w e believed there m ust be
one m ore dollar bill w hich w e had m issed. Finally, w e lifted the
old icebox aw ay from  the w all, and there w as the fourteenth
dollar bill, exactly the am ount w e needed to m eet our obligation
on tim e!

W e had sow n dollars, now  w e w ere reaping them . A nd
before that m onth ended, our harvest w as abundantly m ore
than w e had sow n.

Planting To R eap

W hen Elijah visited the w idow  in Zarephath during the



fam ine, she w as destitute, preparing to cook her last cake of
m eal, then she and her son planned to die.

Elijah directed her to bake him  a cake first! This seem ed cruel
and heartless. But w hen she obeyed, it w as like a farm er
planting the choice seed. That last cake becam e her seed-cake.
It produced a bountiful returnð a harvest of m uch m ore than
she gave to Elijah. H er barrel w asted not nor did her cruse of
oil fail.1K g.17:9-16

O ne of the greatest hindrances to w om en for Partnership
W ith G od is the tradition inherited by them . I have heard them
say: O h, I give because I w ant to. As a w om an, I don't expect
anything in return.

Suppose a w idow, left w ith a farm , said: I sow  these fields
each spring because I love to plant seed, but I expect no
harvest. H ow  long could she survive?

A  good w om an farm er expects a good harvest. Good seed
alw ays produces a good return for w om en as m uch as for m en.

Three Facts About Planting

Each tim e you set aside your FIRSTfruits or a seed-gift to
plant in the Lord's w ork, rem em ber these three fundam ental
facts about Partnership W ith G od.

FIRST: A s a w om an believer, keep your expectations only on
the Lord. H e alone is your supplyð your only source! G od
shall supply all of your needs. Phil.4:19 H E is the life of every



good seed. H E is the creator of all w ealth. H E is the source from
w hich your abundant return m ust flow.

W hen you plant your seed-m oney and anticipate your
increased harvest, do not lim it your increase to your em ployer's
w illingness to raise your salary, or to an increased interest or
dividend on your savings or securities, or to an enlarged
paycheck, annuity, a better job, etc?

GO D  is the source of your supply. H e m ay use those m eans,
but H e is not lim ited to them ! K eep your eyes on H IM ð not on
the m eans H e m ight use. H E, and H e alone is the source of
your expectations.

SECO N D : W hen you, as a w om an, plant your seed-m oney in
the Lord's w ork, rem em ber to plant w ith an increased return in
m ind. In other w ords, plant objectively!

Your giving m ust be productive. Jesus said, It is m ore
blessed [productive] to give than to receive.Ac.20:35 If your
giving does not produce a return of m ore than you give, how
w ill evangelism  be financed tom orrow ?

Every tim e you invest in God's w ork of reaching lost souls,
you are planting seed-m oney so that you m ay reap m ore than
you giveð so that you m ay sow  m ore the next tim e and then
reap a greater return for the Lord's w ork.

This is Christian stew ardship!

This is Partnership W ith G od!

This takes vision and dem ands faith. This calls for action



and believing. This is w hy tradition has developed the easier
w ay of keeping and losingð and of dying.

TH IRD : W hen you, as a w om an, sow  your seed-m oney in
God's w ork, expect an increased return! Expect a m iracle! Expect
m ore back than you gave! Expect God to fulfill H is prom ise!
Expect a financial harvest! Expect divine intervention to return
to you m ore than you gave. Expect God to m ake H is w ord good
to youð a w om an believer.

W ithout faith it is im possible to please H im ; for anyone w ho
com es to G od m ust believe that H e is a rew arder.M k.9:23; H eb.11:6

There can be no m iracle w ithout expectation. A fter you have
sow n your seed-m oney, expect grow th.

A nd keep your expectation on God as your only source
because, as Paul said, G od gives the increase.1C or.3:6 O nce you
have acted in faith on H is w ord of prom ise, you have every
right to expect a m iracle return. O nce you have sow n, expect to
reap! W ithout expectation, faith is dead!

Christ gave the Great Com m ission, then H e chose you and
m e to carry it out. That requires enorm ous sum s of m oney.

That is w hy God w ills partnership w ith H im  for W om en W ith
Self-Esteem  w ho choose to be part of H is plan to bless
hum anity.

W om en And Partnership W ith G od

That is w hy H e has given to us exceeding great and



precious prom ises! 2Pet.1:4

N ow  those w ho seek the Lord LAC K  N O  G O O D
TH IN G .Psa.34:10

M y G od shall supply ALL YO U R N EED .Phil.4:19

The Lord w ill open to you H IS G O O D  TREASU RE.
D eut.28:12

The blessing of the Lord BRIN G S W EALTH .Prov.10:22 N IV

The Lord shall com m and the BLESSIN G  U PO N  YO U é in all
that you set your hand to.D eut.28:8

The condition is to only believe H eb.11:6 the gospel m essage
that Christ redeem ed you, as a w om an, from  your sins and from
their effects.G al.3:13 H e attributed all of your sins to H is account
and H e paid for them . H e did that so that H e could credit all of
H is righteousness to your account.

G od took the sinless C hrist and poured into H im  your sins.
Then, in exchange, H e poured G od's goodness into
you.2C or.5:21 LB

N ow  that God did that for you, from  the m om ent that you
believe it and accept it, the righteousness of Jesus Christ is
credited to your account.

That is the key to Partnership W ith G od.

Pow er To Prosper



It is God's w ill that every w om an be reborn to the abundant
life. From  the m om ent you accept Jesus Christ by faith, you
becom e a royal daughter in God's Fam ily, w ith all of the legal
and equal rights of any fam ily m em ber. Realizing that produces
a Rebirth O f Self-W orth in you and it puts you am ong God's
W om en W ith Self-Esteem .

God w ants you to enjoy H is best!

Prosperity Prom ises

H e challenges you to bring of w hatever m oney you have to
H im , and to PRO VE H IM  w ith it N O W é and see if H e w ill not
open you the w indow s of heaven, and pour you out a blessing,
that there shall not be room  enough to receive.M al.3:10

For the Lord G od saysé your barrel of m eal shall not w aste,
neither shall your cruse of oil fail.1K g.17:14

For the earth is the Lord's and the FU LLN ESS
thereof.1C or.10:26

You shall m ake your w ay PRO SPERO U S, and you shall
have G O O D  SU C C ESS.Josh.1:8

Seek first the expansion of G od's K ingdom  w orldw ide, and
ALL TH ESE TH IN G S SH ALL BE AD D ED  U N TO  you.M at.6:33 RV

The Lord is your shepherd, YO U  SH ALL N O T W AN T.Psa.23:1

N O  G O O D  TH IN G  w ill H e w ithhold from  them  that w alk



uprightly.Psa.84:11

Blessed are you w hen you fear the Lord, w hen you delight
greatly in H is com m andm ents. W EALTH  AN D  RIC H ES shall be
in your house.Psa.112:1,3

The silver is m ine, and the gold is m ine.H ag.2:8 All the earth
is m ine.Ex.19:5 The land is m ine.Lev.25:23 Every beast of the forest
is m ine, and the cattle on a thousand hills.Psa.50:10 H ow
excellent is your lovingkindness, O  G od! thereforeé people
put their trust underé your w ings. They shall be
ABU N D AN TLY SATISFIED é for w ith you is TH E FO U N TAIN
[source] of LIFE.Psa.36:7-9

O  Lord, how  M AN IFO LD  are your w orksé  the earth is
FU LL O F YO U R RIC H ESé you open your hands, they are
FILLED  W ITH  G O O D .Psa.104:24,28

Those w ho seek M e early shall find M e. RIC H ES AN D
H O N O R are w ith M e; yes, durable RIC H ES and
righteousnessé  that I m ay cause those w ho love M e to
IN H ERIT SU BSTAN C E. and I w ill FILL TH EIR
TREASU RES.Prov.8:17-18,21

Blessed are you, Lord G odé FO R ALL TH AT IS IN  TH E
H EAVEN  AN D  IN  TH E EARTH  IS YO U RSé  Both RIC H ES and
H O N O R com e from  you.1C hr.29:10-12

W alk in G od's w aysé that YO U  M AY PRO SPER IN  ALL
TH AT YO U  D O  and w herever you turn yourself.1K g.2:3



Blessed is the Lord, w ho D AILY LO AD S YO U  W ITH
BEN EFITS.Psa.68:19

A faithful person shall ABO U N D  W ITH  BLESSIN G S.Prov.28:20

K eepé the w ords of this covenanté that you m ay PRO SPER
IN  ALL TH AT YO U  D O .D eut.29:9

I am  com e that you m ay have LIFE, and that you m ay have
it M O RE ABU N D AN TLY.Jn.10:10

The w orld of A BU N D A N CE that God has created all around
you is proof that H e w ills that w om en live in m aterial
Partnership W ith G od the sam e as m en do.

There is no [w om an] w ho has left house, or brothers, or
sisters, or father, or m other, or [husband], or children, or
lands, for M y sake, and the gospel's, but [she] shall receive A
H U N D RED FO LD  N O W  IN  TH IS TIM E, H O U SES AN D  LO VED
O N ES AN D  LAN D Sé and in the w orld to com e eternal
life.M k.10:29-30

Partnership W ith G od is H is w ill for every w om an (the sam e
as it is for m en), so that they m ay bring part of their m oney and
dedicate it to send the gospel to every creature. W hen you do
this, you becom e a co-w orker or a partner w ith Godð a
m issionary or preacher just as m uch as the one w ho goes
abroad. A nd you not only receive a m issionary's rew ard; but
God m iraculously returns your m oneyé good m easure, pressed
dow n, running over.Lu.6:38 It is H is covenant. H e cannot break
it.



A lw ays rem em ber: God's prosperity is for YO U  as a w om an,
the sam e as it is for any m an, and today, num ber yourself
am ong God's royal personae of W om en A nd Self-Esteem .

You are m arked by destiny. God has already planned your
future. H e trusts in your cooperation to fulfill H is love plan for
people. H e believes in you. H e w ants to prosper and to bless
you. Then you can be a blessing to others. That is w hy this
pow erful book has com e into your hands.

M ay God richly bless you.
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